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Ahora Hen, dixo el Cur a, traedme, senor ku/isped, aquesos 
Hbros, que los quiert^ ter. Que me plac^, respondid el, y en* 
traind^, tn eu apo § e mh , 9ae6 del taia vadetiffa vieja cerrada 
con una cadeniUa, y abrUndoki, kaUd en eUa ires lihros grandee 
y unos papeles de may huena letra escritos de. mano.— Bon 
Qujxdi!B> Cdrte I. Cipkalo 38. 

* 

It is mighty well^ 48aid thft-yiriait-; fmf, bndlord, bring me 
those books, ibr I have a mind to see them. With sll my 
heart/ answered the host; andj going to his chamber, he 
brought out a little old doke-^bag, mOx apadtock and chain. to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character^— Jarvis's 
Translation, 
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Hear, Land o* Cakes and bzitfaer 6oot8» 
^rae Maidenldric to Jonny 6roate% 
If there's a bole in a' your coats, 

I redeye tent it, 
A chiel*s ffflinftg you tftltki* notn^ 

An* faith hell pM&t il^ 

BvBirs. 
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BRIDE OF LAM^fERMOOR. 



^im^t^ 



€HAlPtER 1. 



W»B ever iwmMin in ihia humour ^rooU ?^> 
Was ever woman in this^bumQur won ?— 
i^ll have her,— — 

WdlUird^iht Third. 

' Tw£BVB months tiad ^aft aW&y since the 
Master of Ravenswood's dbpartare for the 
"contineift, and, although his'^feturn to Scot- 
land had been expecttsd'in a much shorter 
space, yet the afikirs cff^his mission, or, ac- 
HTordiBg to a prevailing report, otbe^ of h 
nature personal to bims^if, Mill detained 
him abroad. Inthe meantime, theal ered 
^tate of afiairiin Sir William Ashton's fami- 
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ly may be gathered from the following cod- 
vers^dibn: which took place betwixt Buck- 
]aw and his confidential bottle-companion 
and dependent^ the noted Captain Craigen- 
gelt 

They were seated on either side of the 
huge sepulchraUooking freestone chimney 
in the low hall at Girnington. A wood 
^e blazed merrily in the grate; a round 
4imken table, placed between them, support* 
ed a stoup of excellent claret, two rummer 
glasses, alid other good cheer; vmA yet, 
with all thes^ appliances and iheahs to 
bbott the countenance of the patron was 
dubious, doubtful, and unsatisfied, while 
the invention of his depetident was taxed 
to the utmost, to parry what he most dre^d- 
ed) a fit» as he called it, of the miUens on 
the part of his protector. After a long 
paiise, only intetirtipted by the devifts ta« 
tte, which Bucklaw kept beating against 
the hearth with the toe of his boot, Graig* 
engelt at last ventured to break silence. 
^ May I be double ^stimced,'' said he^ «" if 
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ef^t I 8aw », paii9 in ii\y U|b b^^e I«w \k^ 
air of a brid^room ! Cut me out of featber^ 
illjf^u h^ye nojt isoi;e the look pf amancon*- 
demned to be bs^nged*'* 
, «« My kiiid thw^s^ for tbe cojpipii«ieiit»" 
xepjied 3ucklaw; ^' but I siippos^yon thiols 
upon the predicament in which, you your? 
af^lf arQ qpio^t likely to he placed iL*>-rapd 
pray,^ptaii» Craigengelfe if it plewe yqw, 
worship, why shoifld I look iqerryi wheq 
Vq^s9^ And devili«b s^d top r 

*^ And that's what vexes me," said Cra%- 
4^^el|:« ^ Here is this match^ the best in the 
if^^ cftun^y, ^nd which you were so 
anxious abqut, is pii the point of being 
cpfipluded, and you are as sulky ay a. bear 
that's lost its whelps^'' 
. f^ I do not know/' answered ti^t laird^ 
i^i^dly* ^' whether I j^ould jpondudc^ij; or 
m^ if it ysras not that I am too, far forwards 
to leap back*" 

**l45ap b^k!" e35.9h4ined QraigengejU, 
^ith A W^lW^sum^fl air. of ^stCKaishment, 
<< that would be pishing the back-game with 
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ateitnesk! Leap-back I Whyi is not' tiie gtrl%4t 
fortune" — — 

«• TTie young fedy's, if ybtf plfea»*,**'said5 
Haystone, interrupting him. 

«* Welh well; no disrespect meiant'— Will 
Miss Aslifeon's tocher not weigh against any 
in Lothian?** 

« Granted,'*^ answered" Bucklaw ; « but T 
care not a- penny for her tochefi t have- 
enough of liiy own.'" ' 

*< And the mother, that toves you like 
her own child?"* . v - 

•^ Better than some of her children, I* 
believe,*' said Bucklaw, " or- there woiild 
be little love wared on the matter.** ~ 

** And" Colonel Sholtb Douglas Ashton, 
who desires the match above aih eartWy 
things?**' - ' . 

" Because,** said Bqckkw, ^* he^xpe<5ts- 
to carry tlfe county of ■ ■ through my 

interest." 

" And the fatlfer, wlio is as keen to see- 
the match concluded, as ever I have beent 
to win a main ?** .,.'"• 
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^ ^ye/' said Biicklaw» in the samq dis- 
paraging manner, <' it lies with Sir Wii- 
JjLam's policy to siecure the ne^t best match, 
sioce he cannot barter his child ^o save tiie 
: great Ravenswood estate, which Parliament 
are about to wrench put of his clutches/' 

" What say you to the young lady her- 
self ?7 8<iid CrajgQngeltj." \he finC3t .young 
woaian inali Scotland, one that you used to 
be so fond of When she was cross, ^nd now 
0he consents to have, yoii, and gives up her 
engagement with Ravenswopd, you are 
for jibblng-^l ipust say, the devil's in ye, 
,^yh(^n ye neither knqw what you would 
have^ nor what you would want." 
.; ^f ifU tell you roy meaning iij. a word," 
.drpswered BucI^Iaw, getting up and.wallcing 
through the room j " I warit to kpow what 
, the devil is the cause of Miss Ashton*i 
. changing her mind, so suddenly." 

••And what need you. care," said Crai^- 
ispgelt, *^ since the changis; is in your fa- 
vour?" 
** riLtfill you what it is,? returned his pa^ 
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troii» << I neter knew much of that sort of 
fine ladies, and I believe they may be as ci* 
piicious as the devil ; but there is something 
in Miss Ashton's change, a devilish dttl 
too sudden, and too serious for a mere 
flisk of her own. PlI be bound Lady Ash- 
ton understands every machine for break- 
ing in the human mind, and there are as 
many as there are cannon-bits, martingals, 
and cavessons for young colts." 

<< And if that were not the case," said 

« 

Craigengelt, <' how the devil sliould we ev6r 
get them into training at all ?^ 

<< And that^s true too,'' said Bncklaw^ 
suspending his march through the dining, 
room, and leaning upon the f back of a 
chair.-^^ And besides, here^s Ravenswood 
in l^e way still ; do you think he'll give ujp 
Lucy's engagement?^ 

*« To bte sure he will," answered Craigen- 
gelt; ^ what good can it do him to refUse, 
since he wishes to marry another woman, 
and she another man ?' 

*< And you believe seriously," said Buck- 



iMPyf^tSiaft he kgMBg to miin7 Ae f^^ 
lidy «t hMxd of ^'^ 

^< You heard yourself," «ntw«ri^ Cr«j^ 
togdt,^* vhat Ciiptaiu WesttMih^ latd sibeut 
it, and the great preparation made ftur tJi eif 
bly thaome Imd^*" 

f« Captain Weateidi V implied Bneklav, 
*f has rather too nmeh oi your owq oifit 
about him, Craigy, to make what Sir Vfiin 
Uam would call a <* famous wtti^ss*" Hit 
dfinks deep, plays deep» sw«srs deep, and 
I suspect can lie and cheat a litUis mUi thft 
htfgatn. Useft^l ^u^iti^es, Craigy, if kept 
in tHidr proper spheric tnit whi^b hay^i % 
little too foiicb of the ff eptipoter to o^e ^ 
%itfe Uk n cou^t of eyid^ngi;/' 

♦♦ Well then," md Qiaigfstgdl^ ♦• W>M yw 
Itelieire dslonel PougJw Aektm» wko^ h»f ^ 
tiiA Marquif of Aprrrr 89^ m (( 9^<i ^^9ip» 
^ aot tuMVgt .^»i: lif) Vim wUtiQi tfff.sl)of| 
tiiat his kiotoiaD l^;|n#4B » \)9t>pijc m^aflgfr 
ment for himself tiian I9 gi^ie Mi^ fji^t^'f 
Jti^ for Ite p»lfi-(^Ml^ 4aUgkl.«F of a 
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broken- down fanatic^^md that Bucklaw .wwm 
' welcome to the wearing of Raven^trood'^ 
sfaaughled shoe^/' ' : V * 

*« Did he say so, by heavens!* /cried 
Bucklaw, breaking oeU into one of tbos^ 
incontroulable fits of pastsio& to which' he 
was cdhstftutionally subject,— ^f if 1 had 
beard him^ I would have tore thetcton^e 
out of hk^ throat before all his , peats ssd 
minions , and Highland bullies into the baiu 
gain. Why did not. Asbton run him through 
the body ?* 

** Capote me if I know/*" said the Cap- 
tain. <^ He deserved it sure enqugh, but 
^he is an old man^ and a minister of state^ 
and there would be more ri^k than creditr 
in meddling with him. You had more 
need to think of making up to Mi^s Lucy 
Ashton the disgrace that^s like to fall upon 
her, than of interfering with a man too old 
to fight, and on too high a- stool for youv 
hand to reach him»'' ' 

<< It shM reach hjm though one day^ 
said Bucklaw^ '^ and his kinsman Ravens- 



KTOod to boot In the mean time, TU take 
care Miss Ashton receives no discredit for 
die slight they have put upon her. It*s an 
awkward job, however, and I wish it was 
ended ; I scar<:€ kfiow hoifr to talk to her, 
<— but fill a bumper, Craigy, and we'll drink 
her health. It grows late, and a night- 
Gowl of good claret is^ worth all the const 
dering caps in Jlurope.'* 



ll^ TAL«t <tr Mr tAMDLOill. 



■(,< 



CHAWEttll. 

ft wat tii6 eopy of ourtcmferenoe. 
In bed 8ii« dept ii0|» fet 119 uifjiig k ; 
At boftrd she fed not, fpr iny ugiiig il; 
Aioncj ft was the 'subject of my theme; 
In ooni(Mui J, I often glanced at it. 

Ths Qext morning saw Bucklaw, and bis 
fitithfulAchi^et,Cnugengell;»atJUven8WQod 
Castle. They were most courteously received 
by the knigh|;and his lady, as well as by their 
son and heir, Cc^nel A$hton. After a good 
deal of stammering and blushiiig,-T-tbr iBuck- 
laWs notwithstanding bis audacity in other 
mattersi had all the sheepish baahfulness 
common to those who have Uved little in 
respectable society,^— he contrived at length 
to explain his wish to be admitted to a con« 
ference with Miss Ashton upon the subject 
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€f thear apfmNichitig anion. Sir William 
and his son looked at Ladj Ashton, who 
replied with the greatest composure, ^ that 
Lucy would wait upon Mr Haystone di> 
lectly. I hope," she added trith a smiley 
•^ that » Lucy is vwy youngs and has been 
lately tsepan^ed into an engagemept, of 
which she is sow heartify ariia«ed» our 
detf Bucldaw will ercuse her wish, that I 
dloold be present at thd^ interview i^ 

«« In tr«^ n^ dear lady,'' said Bucklaw^ 
^ it is the very thing that I would have 
disittred on my own account; for I have 
hMn so little acciistotttd to what is caHsd 
gJlkntiy, that I shaH ctrtslinly fitll into 
some cursed mistafce, unless I have the ad- 
vamtage of your ladyship as an interpreC«r»)^ 

-it was thus tiM Buddaw, in the pertufw 
bation of his eaiibarrassment upon &is oriiii- 
x^ occasion, foigM the jttst apprehensifMis 
he bad enteitained erf Lady Ashton^s ovn^- 
bearing ascendapicy over her daughter's 

miiKif and loM; an opj^ortuniiy <^ asosrtain. 

■•■.■■. . . , . • . . . . 1 ■ . . ? . 



wg> by hiarowB inv€sttgaticH»iiti»ei real srfjfcr 
of .Ljjcy'fi feeHBgs^i , . i i 

The 4^her geDilemen left the rooiii» mi 
in ah short tioie, Lady Ashton, £s>Uoiwed.b|r 
heir daughter^ Entered the apartment. She 
appeared, aa he had se&ni her on formerioo 
casicms^, rather composed than agitated i 
but a Kcer judge than he caidd scarce 
have determined, whetiii^ iier cainmesa 
Avas that of despair^ or. of /iiidifi*ereacei. 
Bttckkw wa& too much agitated by bis own 
feelings minutely to scrotinise tlK)5e o£ the 
lady. He stammered out an unconnected 
address^ confounding together the 'two or 
three topics to which it related, and stc^ 
abort befoce ha hrcnaght it to ;any regoiar 
ccH[»lu8ion.. Mias Ashton listened, or ioolc^ 
ed as if 8he.listeDifed,.biA returned not a 
single word in anawer, continuing to &t 
her eyea on a small place of. embioidery^ 
mi whidiy aa if bp inatinct* or hahity het 
^gers were bui^ employed. Lady Aahr 
ton aat at some distance^ almost screened 
from notice by the deep embrasure of the. 

3 
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vk^t»w in vbich, $h€^ had placed' bee chtin 
from this she whisper^ in a tone of mce# 
wJiichy ihoQgfa sofV and aweet,. had some* 
thing ID itof:admoniti09, if not cooiinaqd^ 
-f^^ Lucy^ my dear, jreaiember-*.hav(e you 
beard what Bucldaw has been saying?'* 
. The idea'Of her motbef 's presence seemedi 
to have slipped jfrom the unhappy girl's re** 
eoiiection. She started^ dropped her needle^ 
and repeated hastily, and* almost in the 
same breathy* the contradictory aaswerS) 
^ Yes, madapQ— ^nOy my ladyf— ^I. bag par- 
doft-^I did not hear." ^ 

<* You need sot blosb, my love» and stiU 
k^^need you look so pale and frightened/^ 
said Lady Ashton^ coming forward } V we 
know that maidens) ears must be slow in re^ 
eeivang a gentleman's language }. but yoa 
Hiastxemember Mr JSaystooe speaks on » 
futgect on which you have k>ng since agreed. 
to give him a favourable hearing; Yoti. 
know how nuich^ your fatberr and- 1 haver 
hearts, set upon ^ event ao desirable/^ 



In Lady Afhtonrt voicei a tone of im^ 
prearivet and even stem inuenda was se*^ 
dulously and ikilfiiUy concealed^ under aa 
appearance of the metit aibettonate mater*' 
Bal tendenMSf. The manner was for Bucfc» 
law, who was easily enough imposed upon ( 
the matter of the exhortatioQ was fos the 
terrified Lucyt who well knew bow to in** 
terpret her mother^ii hints, however skilftiUy 
their real purport might be veiled irom ge» 
neral observation. 

Miis Ashton sat upright in h« chair» 
cast round her a glance, in which lew 
Was mingled with a still wilder expression^ 
but remained perfectly silent. Bucklaw, 
Who had in the mean time paced the room 
to and fro, until he bad recovered bts 
eomposure^ now stopped within two e^ 
Aree yards of her chair, and broke out 
as follows :-^^. I believe , I have been a 
d«<-d focif Miss Ashton ; I have triefd 
to speak to you as people tell me young 
ladies like to be talked to, and 1 donY 
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ttii^k jaiB compvrii«nd what I have been 
saying; and no wdnder, for d— ^ me if I 
understand it mjself ! But, however, once 
j^f al?, and in broad Scotch, your £ither and 
mother like what » proposed, and if yoti 
can take a plain young fellow for your hvs^ 
liand^ who will never cross you in any 
things you have a mind to, I wtU place you 
at the head of the best establishment in the 
three Lothtans } you shall have Lady 6ir- 
nington's lodging in the Canongate of £din« 
burgh, go where you please^, do what yon 
f^»ise, and see what you please, and thafb 
fkit. Only I must have a corner at the 
board isnd for a worthless old playfetUow of 
'mine^ whose company I would rather want 
than have, if it were not that the d^^-^d 
f(^tow has persuaded me that I can^'t do 
^j^thoat him } suid so I hope you won't ex» 
cept s^inst Craigy, although it might be 
easy to find much better company.** 

<< Now, out upon you, Bucklaw,'' said 
Lady Ashton, again inteqfiosing,'-*^* how 
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i^ao you think Lucy can have any oi}jec> 
tidh' to that bIuQt» honest, good-patUFed 
creature. Captain. Craigengelt ?'* 
: « Why^ madam»?' replied BucWa w^ • • as to 
Craigy'ssinqerity, honeity^and good-patu^et 
tbrey are, I believe, pretty much uponji.par 
—but thiat's neither hei:e nor there — the 
£;llow knowamy ways, aod ha^ got useful, 
to^ me*, and I cannpt well do^ without higi^ 
as J said befidre. Biit aU this is nothing, t(> 
the purpose } for, sisce I have'iapstpi^d n^ 
courage to make a pUiu proj^Ns^l, I would 
fain hear Mias Aahton, fro(» ber ojvn lips^ . 
^re me a pWn answer.'* . ^ 

** My dear Bucklaw," said Lady A$htppi 
<^ let me spare Lucy's bashfuloess. I tell 
you, in her- presence, thatishe has already 
consented to be guided by her fathwan4 
me ia thia matter. — Lucyv my love,? she 
added, with that singular combination of 
suavity. o£ tone and poiQ ted energy whict^ 
ine have already naticed--^V Lucy, my dear- 
est love! speak Jos^yoorself, uf it Qot asiX 
say?" 
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Hier vtetim answered in a tremutous and 
BoUaw tpicfi-H* I haoe promised to .obey, 
you, — but upon one condition." 

«< Slie^ means^^ said Lady Ashton, tusn- 
ing to Biickla^, ** she- expects an answer 
to the demand which she has made upoa 
tbe man at Vienna, or Ratisboni or Paris, — ; 
Or where is he--*^h6 restitution of th^ en- 
gagement in which^ he had the att to- in* 
yc^ve her. ' You will not, lam sure, my 
dear* frtendi think it is wrong* that she 
should &el much delicacy upon this head ; 
indeedi it concerns us all.'* 

"Perfectly right— -quite fair," said Buck- 
kw, half hiufifliing, half speaking the end 
of the oid sojjg-»-^ 

m 

< ^It'iBbeMtobeoffwi'.theoIdldvt 
Before ypu be oji. wi' the new/. 

• ■ 

fi.But I tho«gl4t," s?.id he, pausing, " you- 

might have had an answer six .times, told 

! &oin.' Ba^ei^woodi. U-^n me if I ba?er 
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dot a mind to go and fetch one myself, if 
Miss Ashton will honour me with the com* 
mission." 

** By no means," said Lady Ashton, «* we 
have had the utmost difficult of prevent- 
ing Douglas, (for whom it would be more 
proper,) from taking so rash a step ; and do 
you think we could permit you, my good 
friend, almost equally dear to us^ to go ta 
a desperate man upon an errand so despe* 
tatt ? In fact, all the friends of the family 
are of opinion, and my dear Liicy herself 
ought so to think, that, as this unworthy 
persoii has returned no answer to her letter, 
fililence must on this, as in other cases, be 
held to give consent, and a contract must 
be supposed to be given up, when the par- 
ty waives insisting upon it. Sir William, 
whq should know best, is clear upon this 
subject ; and therefore, my dear Lucy"-— ~ 

*^ Madam," said Lucy, with unwonted 
energy, ** urge me no farther — ^if this un* 
happy engagement be restored, I have al- 
ready said you shall dispose of me as you 
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iviil'-'-tiU. then I sbouM cottunit a hea^vy sin 
ifi tins si^tdf God And inan» in^ doing what 
you reijftire.* 

<< But, my love^ if this man remains ob« 
almately ^Weo^r^^^i.^^ 

** He will mt be sifent,^ aiMwered Lucy ; 
*^ it h six w^e&slsince I sent turn a double 
xsS my fopiticAr letter by a stare hand.'' 

« you. have tibt— you could not--^you 
4tirsfc Hots'* ^^ Lady Ashton, witb violence 
^cfomnstent With the tone she had intended 
Y^ al^itunie $ biif, ihsftantly correcting her- 
self, ^ my dearest Lucy," said she, in her 
str^te^t t6ne of exfidstidktions ^ how could 
you think of such a thing ?" 

*^ No matter," said Bucklaw ; « I respect 
Miss A^hton for h^^ sentiments, and I only 
wish I had been her messenger myself/* 

'^* And prby how long, Miss Ashton,'* 
said h|^ mol&er ironically, ^ are^we to waft 
tfieiettrrn of your Pacolet— your faii^ mes- 
^nger~mnce our humble couriers of flesh 
and lildod could not be tnisted in this mat* 
ter ?" 
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*^ I have numbered wec^fc dtys, hour^ 
and minutes/' sa^d Mis$ Ashton ; V withwl 
another week I shall have an answer, unii^sa 
he is4ead. Till, that time^ sii;" she said» ^t 
dressing Bucklaw, " let me be thus: ftr-be- 
hpldqi to you, that you wiU b^ my mo- 
ther to forbear me uj)on 4hh, anhjeot.'' . 

<< I "will malce it my paTtiQular entreitjr 
to J^ady Ashtpp," said 3uckUw ; ff'by my 
honour, madam, I respect youi; , feeKngf^ 
and although the proseeutioa of this j^^ 
be rendered dearer to. me than ever, j^t, a^ 
I am -a g^itleman, I would reiH>unce ii^,. 
were it so >urged aa to^giveyou.a nM^^nt'^ 
pain." 

" Mr Hayston, I think, cannot appre* 
heqd that," said Lady Ai»hton, looking pale 
with angier, *' when the daughter's happi- 
ness lies in the bosom of the motbert. Cet 
me ask you. Miss Ai^hton, in what terma 
your last letter, was coached >?" . 

<< Exactly in the same, madam," answer^* 
ed Lucy, " which you dictated on a former 



occasion." 
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*** When eight 'flays have elapsed then,** 
^aid her mother, resuming her tone of teti« 
flierness, •* we shall hope^ my dearest loVe, 
thui you will'^hd this sttspensc.** 

^* Miss Ashton must not be hurried, ma« 

dam,^' said Bucklaw, whose bluntness of 

feeling did not by any means arise from 

want of good- nature — ^* messengers may 

be stopped or delayed. I have known a 

dary^a journey brcke by the •casting off a 

fore-shoe— Stay, let me see my calendar-^ 

the 26tb day from this is St Jude^s, and 

tbtfc^ day before I must be at Caverton Edge 

to se^ the match between the Laird of KiC- 

tlegirth's black mare, and Johnston the 

meal- monger's four-year old colt ; but I can 

Tide a'H mght, or Craigy can bring me word 

liow the match goes ; and I hope, in the 

naeah time, as I ^all not myself distress 

Mfes Ashton with any fuf thei' importunity, 

that yourladysihip ydiirsetf, and Sir Wiltiain, 

and Colonel I>ouglas, will have the good* 

ness to dlldw her uninterrupted time for 

making up her mihd.^ 
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<< Sk,"* said Hiss AsbtODi ** you are ge- 
oerotts." 

«< As for that» madsoDi^ answered Buck- 
law, ^^ 1 only pretend to be a plain good- 
bumoured young fellow, as I said before, 
who will wiHingly inake you hiq[ipy if you 
will pemiit him, and shew him bow to do 



w." 



Having said this, he saluted her with 
more easotimi than was consistent with hi9 
usual traia of feeling, and took his leave } 
Lady Ashton, as ^le accompanied hiQMiUt of 
4he apartment, assuring him, that her daugh- 
ter did fiill justice to tbe sincerity of his 
etteiohment, and requesting bun to see Sir 
Wilfiam before his departure, << since," as 
she said, with a glance reverting towards 
laicy, << agaidst St Jude's day^ we must aH 
be ready to e^ emd 8&d!^ 

*< To sign and seal !" echoed Lucy in a 
mutteriiig tone, as the door of the apart- 
ment cl<ised— ^^* To sign and seal-^o do 
and ^e !" and clissping her extenuated hands 
together, she sunk back on tbe easy chair 
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sire occupied, in a state^ resembling stu- 
por. 

From this she was shortly after awakened 
by the boisterous entry of her brother 
Henry, who clamorously reminded ^er of a 
promise to give him two yards of carnation 
ribbon to make knots to his new ^^trters. 
With the most patient composure Lucy 
arose, and, opening a little ivory-cabinet, 
fio^ight out the ribbon the lad wanted, mea* 
sured it accurately, cut it off into proper 
lengths, and knotted it into the fashion his 
boyish whim required. 

'^ Dinnashut the cabinetyet,"aaid Henry, 
^^ for I must have some of your silver-wire 
to fasten the bells to my hawk's jesses, and 
^et the new falcon's not worth them nei- 
llier ; for do you know, after all the plague 
we had to get her from an eyery, all the 
>vay at Po3so, in Mannor Water, she*s going 
10 prove, after all, nothing better than a 
rifler — she jast wets her singles in the blood 
of the partridge, and then breaks away, 

VOL. in. B 
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.^nd Jets her fly ; and what good can i}ie 
poor bird do after that, you know, except 
pine and die in the first heather-cow; or 
whin-bush she can crawl into?" 
, ** Right, Henry — ^right, very right, said 
Lucy, mournfully, holding the boy fast by 
the hand, after she had given him the wire 
that he wanted ; " but there are more riflers 
in the world than your falcon, and noore 
wounded birds that seek but to die in quiet, 
than can find neither brake nor whin-bush 
to hide their heads in/' 

" Ah ! that's some speecli outof jour ro- 
mances," said the boy j " and Sholto says 
they have turned your head j but I hear 
Norman whistling to the hawk — -I must gp 
fasten on the jesses." 

And he scampered.away with the tbougbt- 
less gaiety of boyhood, leaving his sister to 
the bitterness of her own reflections. 

^^ It is decreed,'^ she said, " that every K- 
ving creature, even those who owe me most 
kindness, are to shun me, and leave m» to 
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those by whom I am beset It is just it 
should be thus — alone and uncounselledi I 
involved myself in these perils — alone and 
uncounselled, I must extricate myself or 
die.** 
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CHAPTER III. 



what doth ensue 



But moody and duU melancholy. 
Kinsman to grim, and comfortless despair. 
And at her heels a huge infectious troop 
Of pole distemperatutes and foes to lifeb 

Comedy ofErrerst 

As some vindication of the ease with 
which Bucklaw, (who otherwise, as he term-^ 
ed himselft was really a very good-humoured 
feHow.) resigned his judgment to the ma-* 
nagement of Lady Ashton, while paying 
his addresses to her daughter, the reader 
must call to mind the strict domestic dis« 
cipline, which, at this peHod, was exercised 
over the females of a Scottish family. 

The manners of the country in this^ as in 
manv other respects, coincided with those 
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of France before the revolution. Young wo- 
men of the higher ranks seldom mingled in 
society until after marriage, and, both in 
law and fact, were held to be under the 
strict tutelage of their parents, who were 
too apt to enforce the views for their settle- 
ment in life, without paying any regard to 
the inclination of the parties chiefly inte* 
rested. On such occasions, the suitor et« 
pected little more from his bride than a si* 
Jent acquiescence in the will of her parents; 
and as few opportunities of acquaintance, 
fat }esB of intimacy, occurred, he made his 
i^ietby tbe onttfde, as the lovers in the 
iMerdiant of Venice select the casket, con* 
tented to trust t6 chance the issue of the 
lottery, in which he had hazaitied a r^itare. 
It was not therefore surprising, such^ 
being the general manners of the age, that 
Mr Hayston of Biicklaw, whom dissipated 
habits had detached from good society, 
should not attend particularly to those feel- 
ings in his elected bride, to whiclr many 
men of more sentiment,. experience. Bind 
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reflection, would, in ail probability, have 
been equally indifferent. He knew what 
all accounted the principal point, that her 
parents and friends, namely, were decidedly. 
in bis favour, and that there existed most 
powerful reasons for tneir predilection. 

In truths the conduct of the Marquis of 

A - ■ » since Ravenswood's departure, had 

been such as almost to bar the possibiiity 
Af his kinsaian^s union with Lucy Ashton. 
The Marqi!iis was Ravens vrood'a sincere, 
but misjudging friend ; or rather, like many 
friends and patrons, be consulted ^at be 
considered to be bis relation's true interest^ 
although he kbew that in doing so he run 
counter to his inclinations. 

The Marquis drove on, therefore, with 
the plenitude of 'ministerial authority, an 
appeal in the Scottish Barliament against 
tho§e judgments of the courts of law, by 
whidh Sir William became possessed of 
JfUvenswood's Jiereditary property. As 
this tneasure was enforced with all the aur 
tliority of power, it waB exclaimal^against 
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by tlie members on the opposite side, as aa 
inteiference with the civil judicature of the 
country, equally new, arbitrary, and tyran- 
iucal. And if it thus affected even strangers 
oonnected with them only by political par- 
ty, itmay be guessed what the Ashton fami- 
ly themselves said and thought under so 
(»oss a dispensation* Sir William, still more 
worldly-minded than he was timid, was 
reduced to despair by the loss by which 
be -^ was threatened. His son's haughtier 
spoit was exalted into* rage, at the idea 
of being deprived of. his expected patri- 
mony. But to; Lady Asbton's yet more 
vindictive temper, the conduct of Ra- 
venswood, or rather of his patron, appear- 
ed to be an offence challenging the deep- 
est and most immortal revenge. Even 
the quiet and confiding temper of Lucy 
herself^ swayed by the opinions express- 
ed by all around her, could not but coui- 
sider the conduct of Ravenswood as pre- 
cipitate, and even unkind. *^It was my 
father^^^'^^riie' repeated with a sigh, " who 
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welcomed him to this place, and encoura- 
ged, or at least allowed, the intimacy l^e* 
tween us« Should he not have remember- 
ed this, and requited it with at leait some 
moderate degree oi' pcocraslinatioQ* in the 
assertion of his own alleged rights? I would 
have forfeited for him double the value of 
these. lands, which be pursues with an ar- 
dour that shows he has forgotten how much 
I am implicated in the matter." 

Lucjr, however, could only murmur these 
things to herself, unwilling to increase the 
prejudices against hcr.lover entertained by 
all around her, who exclaimed J^inst tfa^ 
steps pursued oo his accouiit, as illegal, 
vexatious, and tyrdimicali resembltog the 
worst measu^s intbe wotst times of the 
worst Stuarte» As a natm'al jconsequence» 
every means was resorted to, and every 
argument urged, to induce her to break ofF 
ber engagement with Ravenawood, as be* 
ing scandalous ^meful, and sinful, form* 
ed with the mortal enemy of her family, 
and calculated to add bitterness to the dis* 
tress of her parents. 
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II 

Lucy's spirit, however, was high ; and al- 
though unaided and alone, she could have- 
borne much — she could have endured the re- 
pinings of her father — his murmurs against 
what he called the tyrannical usage of the 
ruling party— his ceaseless charges of ingra- 
titude against Ravenswood — his endliess 

* 

lectures on the various means by which 
contracts may be voided and annulled — his 
quotations from the civil, the municipal, 
and the canon law-— and his prelections 
upon tht patria poiestas. 

She might have borne also in patience, 
or repelled with scorn, the bitter taunts 
and occasional violence of her brother Co- 
lonel Ashton, and the impertinent and in* 
trusive interference* of other friends and. 
relations* But it was beyond her power 
efiectually to withstand or elude the con- 
stant and unceasing persecution of Lady 
Ashton, who, laying every other wish aside, 
had bent the whole efforts of her powerful 
mind to break her daughter's contract wth 
Ravenswood, arid to place a per^lual bar 

B2 
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between the lovers, by efFectiug Lucy's uni- 
on with Bucklaw. Far more deeply skilled 
than her husband in the recesses of the hu- 
man hraxt, she was aware^ that in this way 
she might strike a blmv of deep and deci- 
sive vengeance upon one, whom she esteem*- 
ed as her mortal enemy ; nor did she hesi* 
tate at raising her arm, although she knew 
that the wound must be dealt through the 
bosom of her daughter. With this stern 
and fixed purjpose, she sounded every depth 
and shallow of her daughter's soul,, assu* 
med alternately every disguise of mai>ner 
which could serve her purpose, tod pr€-i 
pared at leisure every species of dire ma^ 
dhinery, by which the human mind can be 
wrenched from its settled purpose. Soma 
of these were of an obvious descriptiolQ, 
a^ require only to be cursorily mention- 
ed; others were characteristic of the time^ 
the country, dnd the. persons engaged in 
this singular drarxm. 

It was of the last consequence, th^it all. 
interoourse betwixt the kvers ftfaiould \m 
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Stopped, and» by dint of gold and authOri- 
tyt Lady Ashton contrived to possess her- 
self of such a complete cotnroand of all who 
were placed arouiid her daughter, that, in 
fact, no leaguered fortress was ever mote 
completely blockaded ; while, at the same 
time, to all outward appearance. Miss Ash* 
tan lay under no restriction. The verge 
of her parents' domains. became, in respect 
to her, like the viewless and enchant- 
ed line drawn around a fairy castle, where 
i^otbing unpermitted can either enter from 
yftthout, or escape from within. Thus 
eyery letter, in which Ravenswood con- 
veyed to Lucy Ashton the indispensable 
reasons which detained him abroad, and 
naore than one note which poor Lucy had 
addressed to hiin through what she thought 
at secure channel, fell into the hands of her 
mother* It could not be, but what the te- 
nor of these intercepted letters, especially 
those of Ravenswood, should contain some- 
thing to irritate the passions, and fortify 
the obstinacy, of her into whose hands theyr 
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fell ; but Lady Ashton's paftions were too 
deep-footed to require this fresh food. She 
burnt the papers as regularly as she peru- 
sed them i and as they consumed into va- 
pour and tinder^ regarded them with a 
smile upon her compressed lips, and an ex- 
ultation in her steady eye, which showed 
lier confidence that the hopes of the wri- 
ters should soon be rendered equally un- 
substantial. 

It usually happens that fortune aids the 
machinations of those who are prompt to 
avail tliemselves of every chance that of- 
fers. A report was wafted from the conti- 
nent» founded, like others of the same sort, 
upon many plausible circumstances, but 
without any real basis, stating the Master 
of Ravenswood to be on the eve of maN 
'riage with a foreign lady of fortune and' 
distinction,/ This was greedily caught up 
by both the political parties, who were at 
once struggling for power and for popular 
favour, and who seized, as usual, upon the 
most private circumstances in the lives of 
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each other's partizans to convert tbem into 
subjects of political discussion^ 

Tlie Marquis of A ■ gave his opinion 
aloud and publicly, not indeed in the coarse 
terms ascribed to him by Captain Craigen^ 
geitf but in a manner sufficiently offensive 
to the Ashtons. *♦ He thought the report,^ 
he said, *' highly probable, and heartily 
\ij^ished it might be true. Such a match 
was fitter and far more creditable for a spi« 
ritcd young fellow, than a marriage with 
the daughter of an old whig lawyer, whose 
chicanery had so nearly ruined his father.** 

The other party, of course, hyiug out of 
-view the opposition which the Mastet of 
Ravens wood received from Miss Asbton'»; 
family, cried shame upon his fickleness* 
and perfidy, as if he had seduced the 
yojung lady into an engagement, and wil^^^ 
fully and causelessly abandoned her f of an* 
other. 

Sufficient care was taken that this report 
should find its way to Ravenswood Castle 
through eVery various channel. Lady Asfa^ 

10 ' 
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too being well aware, that the very reite*' 
ration of the same rumour from so many 
quarters could, not but give it a semblance 
of truth. By some Jt was told as a piece 
of ordinary news, by some qommunieated 
as seripus intelligence ; now it was whis-* 
pered to Lucy Ash ton's ear in the tone of 
malignant pleasantry, and now transmitted 
to her as a matter of grave and serioiiS' 
warning. 

Even the boy Henry was made the in^* 
strument of adding to his sister's torments. 
One morning he rushed into the room with- 
a willow branch in his hand, which he told 
her bad arrived that instant from Germany 
for her special wearing. Lucy, as we have^ 
seen, was remarkably fond of her younger 
brother, and at that moment his wahtoa 
and thoughtless unkindness^ deemed more- 
keenly injurious than even the studied in* 
salts of her elder brother. Her grief, how^ 
ever, had no shade of resentment ; she fold- 
ed her arms aboyt the boy^s necK, and say-^ 
ing faintly^ " Poor Henry ! you speak but 
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what they tell you^'* she burst into a flood 
of uorestrained tears. The boy was moved* 
notwithstanding the thoughtlessness of hia 
age and character. ** The devil take me," 
said he, ^' Lucy, if I fetch you any more of 
these tormenting messages again ; for I like 
you better," said he, kissing away the tears^ 
^* than the whole pack of them ; and you 
shall have my grey poney to ride OQ, and 
you shall canter him if you like, aye, and 
rid^. beyond the villi^ge too if you have a 
awnd." 

'" Who told you," said Lucy, «* that t 
am not permitted to ride where 1 please ?• . 

** That's a secret," said the boy ; <« but, 
you^ will find you cap never ride beyond. 
the village but your horsQ will cast a shoe, 
or fajl lame, or the castle bell will ring, or 
something will happen to bring you back. 
!Qi^ if I t^U you more of these things, Dou- 
glas will not get me the pair of colours 
th^y hjave promised qi^, and so good mor- 
rpw to you." 

Thjis dialogue pjupgci4 Lucy in still deep* 
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er dejection, as it tended to shew her plains 
ly, what she had for some time suspected, 
that she was little better than a prisoner at 
large in her father's house. We have de- 
scribed her in the outset of our story as of 
a romantic disposition, delighting in tales 
of lore and wonder, and readily identifying 
herself with the situation of those legenda- 
ry heroines, with whose adventures, for 
want of better reading, her memory hafl 
become stocked. The fairy wand, witb 
which in her solitude she had delighted ta 
ra^he visions of enchantment, became now 
the rod of a magician, the bond slave of 
evil genii, Serving only to invoke spectres 
at which the exorcist trembled. She felt 
herself the object of suspicion, of scorn^ 
of dislike at least, if not of hatred, to 'her 
own family ; and it seemed to her that 
she was abandoned by the very person on 
whose account she was exposed to the en« 
mity of all around her. Indeed the evi- 
dence of B,avenswood's infidelity beg^n 
to assume every day a more determined 
character. 
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A soldier of fortune of the name of 
We^tenhOy an old familiar of Craigengelt'Si 
cbanced to arrive from abroad about this 
time. The worthy Captain, though with 
out any precise communication wi(h Lady 
Ashton^ always acted most regularly and 
aedulou^ly in support of her plans, and 
easily prevailed upon bis /riend, by dint of 
exaggeration of real circumstances, and 
coining of others, to give explicit testitno* 
ny t(f the truth of Ravenswopd's approach* 
ing marriage. 

Thus beset on all hands, and in a manner 
reduced to despair, Lucy'a temper gave 
way waAur the fOMure of eonsunt aflic- 
tJimiiiid persecution* She became gloomy 
and abstracted, and, contrary to her natu« 
ral and ordinary habit of mind, sometimes 
turned with spirit and even fierceness on 
those by whom she was long and close- 
ly aunoyed. ' Her health also began to be 
shaken, and her hectic cheek and wander- 
ing eye gave symptoms of what is called a 
fever upon the spirits. In most mothers 
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this would have mo veil compassion, but 
Lady Asliton, compact and firm of purpose, 
iaw these waverings of health and intellect 
with no greater sympathy than that with 
which the hostile engineer regards the 
towers of a beleaguered city a? they reel 
under the discharge of his artillery, or ra- 
ther she considered these starts and ioe* 
qualities of temper. as symptoms of Lae/» 
expiring resolution } as the angler, by the 
throws and convulsive exertions of the fish 
which he has hooked.becomes aware, tiiat be 
soon will be able to land him* To accelerate 
the catastrophe in the presetit case^Ladjp 
Asbton had recourse to an expedient verjr 
consifiteni; with the temper and credulity 
of those times, but which the* reader wiU 
probably pronounce truly diabolical. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'* In which a witch did dwell, in loatblj weedf. 

And wilful want, all careless of her needs; 

Sb cbustng solitary to abfild^* 

Far from all ne^hboursy that bar devilish deeds 

And hellish arts fro|n people she might bide, ' 

And hurt far off, unknown, wbomerer she envied/^ 

Fairy Qu€en> 

The health oF Lucy Aihton man re- 
qtiired the ji€6istance of a person more aJcilU 
«d in the office of a sick nurse than the fe. 
male domestics of the family. Ailsie Gour* 
lay, sometimes called the Wise Woman of 
Bowden, was the person whom, for her 
own strong reasons, Lady Ashton selected 
as an attendant upon her daughter. 

This woinan had acquired a considerable 
reputation among the ignorant by the pr^ 
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tended cures which she performedi especial- 
ly in on-ameSf as the Scotch call them, or 
mysterious diseases which baffle the regu* 
lar physician. Her pharmacopeia consisted 
partly of herbs selected in planetary hours^ 
partly of words, signs; and chamts, which 
sometimes, perhaps, produced a favourable 
influence upon the imagination of her pa* 
tients. Such was the avawed profession of 
Lucky Gourlay, which, as may well be sup^ 
posed, was looked upon v^ith a suspicious, 
eye, not only by her neighbours, but even 
by the clergy of the district. In privatei 
however, she traded more deeply in the 
occult sciences ; for, notwithstanding the 
dreadful punishments inflicted upon the 
supposed crime of witchcraft, there wanted 
not those who, steeled by want and bitter. 
ness of spirit, were willing to adopt the 
hateful and dangerous character, for the 
sake of the influence which its terrors eti- 
abled them to exercise in the vicinity, and 
the wretched emolument which they could 
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extract hy the practice of their 8up().oied 
art 

Ai Isie Gour lay was not indeed fooi enough 
to acknowledge a compact with the Evii 
One» which would have bceil a a wife and 
rfeady road to the stake and tar.barrel. Her 
farry, she said^ like Caliban's^ was a harmless 
fairy. Nevertheless, she '* spaed fortunes," 
read dreams, composed philtres, discover- 
ed stolen goods, and made and dissolved 
matches as successfully as if, according to 
the belief of the who)« neighbourhood, she 
had been aided in these arts by, Beelzebub 
hioisclf* The worst of the pretenders to 
these sciences was, that they were generally 
persons who, feelhig themselves odious to 
humanity, were careless of what they did to 
deserve the public hatred. ^ Real crimes 
were often committed under pretence of 
magical imposture ; and it somewhat re- 
lieves the disgust with which we read, in 
the criminal records, the conviction of 
these wretches, to be aware that many of 
them merit, as poisoners, suborners, and 
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diabolicd agents in secret domestic cricnes, 
the severe fate to which they were con- 
demned for the imaginary guilt of witch- 
craft. 

Such was Ailsey Gourlay^ whom, in or 
der to attain the absolute stibjugation of 
Lucy Ashton's mind, h^r mother thought 
it fitting to place near her person. A wo- 
man of iess^ consequence than Lady Ash- 
ton, had not dared to take such a step; 
but her high rank and strength of cfaarac- 
tw set her above the censure of the world, 
and she was allowed to have selected for 
her daughter's attendant the best and most 
experienced sick nurse ^^ and mediciner^ in 
the neighbourhood, where an inferior per- 
son would have fallen under the reproach 
<^ calling in the assistance of a partner and 
ally of the great enemy of mankinds 

The beldame caught her cue readily and 

by inuendo, without giving Lady Ashton 

the pain of distinct explanation. She was 

^in many respects qualified for the part 

s])e played^ which indeed could not be 
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^efficiently assumed without some know* 
ledge of the human heart and passions; 
Dame Gourlay perceived that Lucy shud- 
dered at her external appearance, which wc 
have already described upon her appearance 
-in the death- chamber of blind Alice ; and 
while internally she hated the poor girl for 
the involuntary horror with which she per- 
ceived she was regarded, she commenced 
her operations by endeavouring to effiice or 
t>vercome thoseprejudices which in her heart 
she resented as mortal offences. This was 
easily done, for the hag's external ugliness 
WM 9oon^balanced by a show of kindness 
ai>d interest, to which Lucy had of late been 
little accustomed ; her .attentive services 
and real skill gained her tihe ear^ if not th€| 
con^dciK^) of her patient ^ ^nd under pre- 
tence of 4iverjting the solitude of a sick 
rqQm, $hp soon l^d her attention captive by 
the Jiegenda in which ^e was well skilled^ 
m^ to which Lucy's habits of reading ai4 
x«^tioB indwe^ hey t^ V lend ^n attea. 
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live ear/* Dame GouvJay*s tales wc««fiat 
(rrst of a mitd and intereaiing cluvractec^^i^ 

> « 

. Of fays that nightly dance upon the wold. 
And lovers doomed to wander and to weep, 
And castles high, where wicked wizzards keep 
Their captive Ihndlsw 

Gradually, lioxveVer, they assumed a darker 
and m^re niysterituis diaracter, aod be- 
came such aSy toidlvy the midnight iamp^ 
and enforced by the ti^^mulous tane^ the 
quivering and iivid lip, tlie upHfted skidDy 
foie^ftnger, and the shaking head of the 
ugiy biue-eyed hag» might have appalled a 
Jess credulous imagmatton* id ati agiB^more 
hard of belief. The old Sycorax saw ?her 
adv^lntage, and gradually narrowed her 'ina- 
gic circle aronnd the devoted vietim on 
who^e spirit she practised. Her* legMids 
l^gan to relate to the fortunes of the-fta^ 
venswood faniily, Whose atocient gran^tur 
and portentous ikiithdrityy credidify h^d 
graced #ith so many ^upefstitiods altii- 
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bttte8» The story of the fatal fountain was 
narrated at full lengths and with formidable 
additions, by the ancient sybiL The pro- 
phecy» quoted by Caleb, concerning the 
dead bride, who was to be won by the last 
of the Ravenswoods, had its own mysteri- 
ous copunentary ; and the singular circum- 
stance of the qpparkion, seen by the Mas« 
ter of ^venswood in the forest, having 
partly transpired tluough his hasty enqui» 
ries in t|)e cottage of old Alice, formed a 
theme for many exaggerations* 

Lucy might have despised these tales^ if 
they had been rdated concerning another 
family, or if her own situation had been 
less despondent* But circumstanced as she 
was, the idea that an evil fate hung over 
ber M^hmenty became predominant over 
her other feelings, and the gloom of auper- 
atition darkened a mind, already sufficient- 
ly weakened by sorrow, disti^ss, uncertain- 
t/, and an oppressive sense of diesertioft 
and d(m>lation. Stories were t(Ad by ber 
attendant so closely resembling^her own in 

roL. uu c 
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their circumstances^ that she was gradually 
led to converse upon such tragic and mys^ 
tical subjects with the beldame, and to re« 
pose a sort of confidence in the sybil, whom 
she still regarded with involuntary shud- 
dering. Dame Gourlay knew how to avail 
herself of this imperfect confidence. She 
directed Lucy's thoughts to the nieans of 
enquiring into futurity,— the surest mode, 
perhaps^ of shaking the understanding and 
destroying the spirits. Omens were ex- 
pounded, dreams were interpreted, and 
other tricks of jugglery perhaps resorted 
to, by which the pretended adepts of the 
period deceived and fascinated their delu- 
ded followers. I find it mentioned in the 
articles of dittay against Ailsie Gourlay, 
/-—for it is some comfort to think that 
the old hag was tried, condemned, and 
burned on the top of North-Benyick-liaw, 
by sentence of a commission from the 

Privy Council)— I find, I say, it was 

• ■ . »•■ . 

charged against her, among other ofiendes^ 
that she had, by the aid and delusions of 
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Satan, shewn to a young person of quality, 
in a mirror glass, a gentleman then abroad, 
to whom the said young person was be- 
trothed, and who appeared in the vision to 
be in the act of bestowing his hand upon 
another lady; But this and some otheif 
parts of the record appeared to have been 
studiously left imperfect in names and 
dates, probably out of regard to the ho- 
nour bf the families concerned. If Dame 
Gourlay was able actually to play off such 
» piece of jugglery, it is clear she knust 
have had better assistance to practise the 
deception, than her own skill or funds 
could supply. Meanwhile this mysterious 
visionary traffic had its usual effect, in un- 
settling Miss Ashton's mind. Her temper 
became unequal, her health decayed daily, 
her manners grew moping, melancholy, and 
uncertain. Her father, guessing partly at 
the Cause of these appearances, and exert- 
ing a degree of authority unusual with him, 
made a point of banishing Dame Gourlay 
from the castle } but the arrow was shot. 
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and Was rankling barb-deep in the side of 
the wounded deer. 

It was shortly afler the departure of thii 
woman^ that Lucy Ashton^ urged by her 
parents, aiinounced to them, with a vivacity 
by which they were startled, *^ that she 
was conscious heaven and earth and hell 
bad set themselves against her union wit& 
Ravenswood ; still her contract," she said, 
** was a binding contract, and she neither 
would nor could resign it without the con- 
sent of Ravenswood. Let me be assured,** 
she concluded, ^* that he will free me froni 
my engagement, and dispose of me as you 
please, I care not how. When the diamondii 
are gone, what signifies the casket ?" 

The tone of obstinacy with which this 
was said, her feyes flashing with unnatursd 
light, and her hands firmly clenched, pre- 
eluded the possibility of dispute } and the 
utmost length which Lady Ashton's art 
could attain, only got her the privilege at 
dictating the letter, by which, her dauber 
required to know of Ravcnswood whether 
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he intended to« abide by» or to surrender, 
'wiwt she termed, ^ their unfortunate en« 
^gement.*" Of this advantage Lady A<ih* 
Urn so far and so ingeniously availed her« 
self, thal^ aecosdinjg to the wording of tlie 
letter, the reader would have supposed 
^cy. was calling upon her lover to re« 
oounce. a contract which waa^ contrary to 
the interests and inclinations of both. Not 
trafitiogr even to this point of deception, 
Lady Ashton finally determined tp sup« 
press the letter altogether, in hopes that 
j^ucy's impatiejice would induce her to 
gpndeniD Ravenswood unheard and in ab*^ 
sencc. In this she was disappointed. The 
ti(nc, indeed, had long elapsed, when an 
fuis^er sbojiiid have been received from the 
continent. The fiunt ny of hope which 
sytiM jgUmmered in Luay*s niind^ was well 
i4gh J^^ioguished^ But the ixlea never for« 
^qok Jher, xhat Jict. letter might not- have 
beeii> duly forw;M:ded. : One of her mptlier'^ 
new. machimiti9As tineicpectedly furni^cd 
Iter with the nteans of ascertaining wliat 
she most deairedto know. 
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Tlie female agent cf hell* having been 
dismissed from the castle^ Lady Ashtoo^ 
who wrought by all variety of means* re- 
solved to employ^ for working the same end 
on Lucy's mtody an agent of a very difieri^ 
tat character. This was no other th^n the 
Reverend Mr Bide-tfae4)ent» a presby terian 
clergyman, of the very strictest order and 
most rigid principles^ whose aid she called 
in upon the principle of the tjrrant in the 
tragedy: — „ 

" 111 have a priest shall preach her from h» faith^ 
And make it sin not to renounce that vow^ 
Which I'd have broken :* 



But Lady Ashton was mistaken in the 
agent she had selected. His prejudices, in^ 
deed, were easily enlisted on her side» and 
it was no difficult matter to malts him re* 

r 

gard with horror the prospect of a unioa 
betwixt the daughter of a God-fearing, pre* 
iessing, and presbyterian family of distsne* 
tion, with the heir of a Uood-thksty. pra^. 
latist and oersecuton the hands of whose 
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.fiithers had been dyed to the wriats in the 
blood of God^s saints. This resemUed» in 
the dtvine'd opinion, the union of a Moa^ 
bitish stranger with a daughter of Zion. 
But with all the more severe prejudices 
Rnd principles of his sect^ Bide- the* bent 
possessed a sound judgment, and had learnt 
sympathy even in that very school of per* 
aecution, where the heart is so frequent* 
ly hardened. In a private interview with 
Jf iss Ashton^ he was deeply moved by her 
distress, and could not but admit the jus- 
tice of her request to be permitted a direct 
communication with Ravenswood, upon 
the subject of their solemn contract. When 
she urged to him the great uncertainty ua^ 
der which she. laboured, whether her letr 
let had been ever forwarded, the old man 
pKtd theiroom with long steps, shook his 
gtty head, rested repeatedly for a space 
fin his ivory-h^ded staff, and after much 
lietitaAion, co&fessed thai he. thought her 
doubts so reasonable, that he would him- 
self aid. in &e removal of them. 
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'< I cannot but opme, Miss Lucyi** hft 
said, " that your worshipful lacly molher 
hath in this matter an eagerness, whiljkji 
although it arlseth doubtless from love te 
your best interests here and bereafter^-^ 
for the man is of persecuting blood* and 
himself ft persecutprt a cavalier or malig* 
nant» and a scoflfer, who hath no inherit 
ance in Jesse» — nevertheless we are eom- 
tnanded to do jasticQ unto all* and to ful- 
fil our bond and convenant, as well to 
the stranger, as to him who is in brothesr 
hopd with us« Wherefore mj^self, evenX 
myself, will be aiding up to the deliverj^ 
of your letter to the man Edgar Havener 
wood» trusting that the issu« sher^pf nn^ 
be your deliverance from the nets ija 
which he bath sinfully engaged yoor 4f^4r 
that I may do in this neither nor^ WfOf^ 
less than hath been warranted hy your, ho^ 
npi^rablc parents, I pray yon to tnuiscnbe^ 
without increment or. siri)traetionj the ie^ 
ter formerly expeded under the dictation 
of your right honourable mother; and I 
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shall put it into such sure course of b^ 
ing delivered, that if. Honoured young ma^ 
dam, you shall receive no answer, it ^ilt 
be necessary that you conclude that the 
man meaneth in silence to abandon that 
naughty contract, which, peradventure, he 
may be unwilling directly to restore*** 

Lucy ieagerly embraced the expedient 
of the worthy divine. ' A n^w letter was 
written in the precise tennf of the former^ 
alid consigned by Mr Bide-the-bent to the 
charge of Saunders Moonshine, a zealous 

elder of the church when on shore, and ' 

^ ■■\ ' ' • 

4f\ienon board his brig, as bold m smuggler 
& ev^r Iran out a sliding bowsprit to the 
winds that blow betwixt Campvere and the 
&st coast of Scotland. At the recommence 
ditioh of his pastor, Saunders readily^ un^ 
iStibgk that the letter should be securely. 
<!6iveyed to the Master of Ravenswood at^ 
tbe court where he now resided. 
' "iliis retrospect became necessary to ex- 
j^bln the conference betwixt Miss Ashton, , 
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her mother^ and Bucklaw» which we have 
detailed in a preceding chapter. 

Lucy was now like the sailor, who, while 
drifUng through a tempestuous ocean, clings 
for safety to a single plank, his powers of 
grasping it becoming every moment more 
feeble, and the deep darkness of the night 
cmly chequered by the flashes of lightning, 
hissing as they, show the white tops of 
the billows, in which he is soon to foe en- 
gulphed* 

Week crept away after week, and day 
after day. St Jude's day arrived, the last 
and protracted term to which Lucy had 
limited herself, and there wis neither let- 
ter nor news of Ravenswood. 
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CHAPTER V. 

How fair these names, how much unlike they look 
To all the blurr'd subscriptions in my book! ' 
The bridegroom's letters stand in row above, 
. Xiperiiig, yet ttral^b^l^e pine-trees in his gcovt; 
While free and fine the bride's appear bek>w. 
As light and slender as her jessamines grow. 

Crasu. 

3 
I 

St Jubb's day came, the term assigned 
by Lacy httself IAS the farthest date of 
expectatiot), aiiid^;:Q§ igFe^^Iiave already said, 
there were ni^that letters from, nor pews 
of, Raveaswood* . But there were news of 
Bucklaw, and ^f^hm trusty associate Craig- 
^ngelt, who arrived early in the XQorning for 
the completion t)jftt^>pr0|>psed espQusals, 
and for signmg the necessary deeds* 

These had 'been carefully prepared un- 
der the revisal of Sir William Ashtonhim- 



1^9 h httving been rewlved, on aedMnt of 
the state of Mist Ashtoo^ heehht ae it inn 
saidy that none save the partiea iaMiediate^/ 
ly interested shoold be present when ibm 
paichmenta were subscribed, it was fi|r-< 
ther determined, tbst tke Marriage- sbotdilf 
be BoIemniMd npon the fourth day after 
s^ning^ the articles, a measure adq^HGoi 
by Lady Ashtoi^ in order that Lucy ougb|t 
kaTO: aa Httie itaie as 'possOile to meede, te 
reiapse into intractability. Tboe wH^ no 
a|>peairance» however^ of her doing eitheiv 
Siw beard the proposed arrangemettt vtridi 
the calm indiffirence of d^apak^ <Kr rathet 
with an ap^t^y acisiag firom the opipitoid 
«id ^upified. state of bm; feeUngs. Toan 
eye sounobse^iog as that of Boddaw^hif 
deaoeaoour had little .more of jceloctaaoe 
tbao ioight suit the chasHCtw of a faaafifi^ 
youi^ lady^ wHo^ inQWwett he eouUL ant 
disguise from tuma^t was cmnptjriag^ii'itit 
the ofa<Mcoqf her J^mdSy father than«Kei> 
oiaii^ any personid pmdiloetioA in his & 
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bndegrMin bud been |mid» Miit Asbton 
wa&kftribff woie time to twradf ; lier nHir 
ikit t^wamtkmgp Ant tbe deeds imift be 
signed bel^re.tbe hour of nomi^ m order 
tibattfae fluurriege oiig^ be beppy. - 

Xttcjr audfaied bendf to be dmt for the 
cbo9skie» i& the taste of het atteodsnts msti^ 
gC9ted» sad' wes of OMVse splndidly errisj^ 
ed* Her dress was composed of ivhite sstitf 
end Braaseis lacei and her ]{atr arranged 
iMthua pjrofasiflsi of jewds^ whose Ivuta 
asode a stnoge eontrwl to the deadly palei* 
tteei4)if beroomplexion^ and to the trouble 

^Hdeh delete i& her waeltled ejre* 
u^et tofiiette was hacdljr fiaishedy eat 
Heory ainpea^d ta coodu^i the passive 
Mde to'^e state qpartaeo^ where all wsH 
|ntopattd fw s^aiogthe cNrntKaqt. ^ Bo jmii 
haowyj^er,'^ be.8aid» ^^ I ass glad yoe^asf 
tO'has^ Pi^ddawvafter idl> intesd of Aa* 
venswoodt whixloaked Kkea Spaaubgraii* 
deejoeme toiCirt oer tlmiat^ and trspeple 
oar bodies under foot And I am glad the 



1 

broad MM me botwieniM tins day. Jar I 

ihall never forget kow frightened I was 

when I took him for the pietare of old Sir 

Malbe walked out of the eanvaes. Tell 

we toue, are yoanot glad to be fidrty shot 

of him?* 

' <* Ask me no qoettkms, Henry/' tsaid his 

unfortunate sister; $< there iis little tame 

^cm happen to make me either ^»d or 

•sorry in this world.*" 

^' ^ Aad that's what dl young' brides say," 

aaid Heniy } ^* and so do not be cast down, 

^Liicy» for you'll tell another tale a twelve- 

«aofitb henoe^-*«sid I am to be bride%*m»n, 

and ride before you to* the kirk, and aH our 

'liith^ Idn, and allies, and all BucklaWs, are 

^%o be mouMti^d and in ordeP-and I am to 

%a^e a scartet laced coat, and a feathered 

•faat^'andasword-beit, double bordered with 

^Id, slnd p&iia d'eipagnej and a daggei" in- 

Utead'bf a awwd ; and I should like as wend 

thiich betta*, but Douglas won't^hear eiiU 

'All my things, and a htindred besides, are 

%0' come tyut from E^burgh to-^ght with 

f 
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old Gilbot, aad t)ie tim^r moleii oad I 
will bring theni^ and show them to you die 
ififftMit tbey come.'^ * 

The boy's chatter was here interrupted 
by the arrii^ of Lady Ashton, somewluit 
alarmed at her daughters stay. With one 
of her sweetest smites, die took Lue/s 
arm unda hei: own, and led her to Hm 
apartment where her presence was expeet* 
ed. 

There were only present. Sir William Ash- 
ton, and Colonel Douglas Ashtdii, thehst in 
fidl regimentals^-^Bucklaw in bridegroom 
tiiin^^Cra^engelt freshly eqiupt from top 
to toe by the bounty of his patron, and ba^ 
dircned with as much lace as might ha^ve 
b^ome Uie 'dress of t|ie Copper Gapbunt 
together with the Rev.^ Mr Bide4he>bent; 
thej^resence of a minister being, in std4t 
ptttbyteriaa fomilies, an indispensable re- 
quisite upon all occasions of unusual so- 
lenmi^. i 

Wines and rdlresjiments werei placed on 
a table, on which the writings wc^e display* 
ed, ready for signature, ^ 
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But before proceediiig eitker to butineis 
or refreshment, Mr Bide-the*bent, at a sig^ 
niEtl from Sir William Ashton, invited ^ 
company to join bim in a ahott extem|>b- 
rary prayer, in which he implored a bless- 
ing upon the contract now to be soleiku 
mzed between the honourable parties tlieii 
present. With the simplicity of bis tkntt 
and profession, which permitted strong 
personal allusions, he petitioned, that the 
wotittdedmind of one of these noble parties 
might be healed, in reward 6f her conok 

'*f ^ 

pliance with the advice of her right fatl- 
uourable parents ; and that, as i^e had 
proved herself a child after God's tofit* 
mandment, by honouring her father attdf 
mother, she and befs might enjoy tltfe 
^promised blessing-r^^ngth of days in tltti 
laud here, and a happy portion heiresfttear 
in a better country. He prayed furthca^ 
that the bridegroom might be me^ueit 
from those follies which seduce youlh froiii 
the path of knowledge; that he might c^ase 
to' take delight in vain and unprofitable 
company, scoffers, rioters, and those whtf 



L 
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s\t late at the wine, (here Bucklaw wihVed 
tp Craigengeh), and cease from the society 
that causeth to err. A suitable supplied- 
tion in behalf of Sir William and Lady 
Ashton, and their family, concluded thik 
reHgious address, which thus embraced 
ey^jry individual present, excepting Craig^ 
engelt, whom the worthy divine probably 
eoQsidered as past all hopes of grace. 

The business of the day now went for^ 
war!^ ; Sir William Ashton signed the con> 
t»ct with legal solemnity and precision ; 
his son, with military non-chdance ; and 
Bucklaw, having subscribed as rapidly as 
Craigengelt could turn the leaves, conclu- 
^e^ by wiping his pen on that worthy ^9 nieiw 
l|ieed cravat. 

^.,Xt was now Miss Ashton*s turn to sigh 
tb^. writings, and sh^ waa guided by her 
^^(tchful mother to the table for that pur- 
pose^ , At her first attempt, she began to 
vri^ with a dry pen, and when the cir- 
quip^li^iqe was pointed out, seemed unable^ 
after several attempts, to dip it in the mas- 



fi9 



TAI4!CS PI JM[Y LAKBLQJ^D* 



five silver ink-standish, which $tood fall 
before hen Lady Ashton's vigilance hast- 
ened to supply the deficiency. I have my- 
self seen the fatal deed, and in the distinct 
characters in which the name of Lucy 
Ashtpn is traced on each page, there is on- 
ly a very slight tremulous irregularity, in- 
dicative cf her state of mind at the time of 
the subscription. But the last signature i^ 
incomplete, defaced, and blotted} for. while 
her hand was employed in tracing it, the 
ha^ty tramp of a horse was heard at th^ 
gate^ succeeded by a step in the outer gat 
leiy, and a voice, which, in a commanding 
tone, bore down th^ opposition of the mcr 
piifls. The pei^ dropped from Lucy's filers, 
as she exclaimed with a faint shriek*^^* He 
is tjome-^he is come !" 
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CHAPTER VL 

This by his tongue should be a Montague 1 
Fetch me my rapier, boj ; ' 
Now, by the faith and honour of my kin. 
To krike him deid I hold irn<n a sin. 

4tom€9 and Juliitm 

Ha^lt had Miss Ashtoa dropped the 
pea, yAien the door of the apartment flew 
open, and the Master of Ravenawoad eii«> 
tered the apartment. 

..Lockhard and another domestic, who had 
in vain attempted to oppose his passi^ge 
through the galleary or antii-chamber, were 
seen standing on the threshold trani^zed 
with surprisey which was. instantly commu-^ 
Bleated to tho^ whole party in the state-room. 
That of Colonel Douglas Ashton was min- 
l^ed m%\i resentmient ; that of BucklaWf 
with haiighty and affected indifference j 
the rest, even Lady Ashton herselfi shew* 
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•« I will tdmquish to no man,'* safd Co- 
kwd Ashtofi, -^^ my right of calling to ac- 
count the man who has offered this tlnpa- 
ralleled affiront to my family." ' 
. ^ Be patient, gentlemen,*' said Ravens- 
wood, turning sternly towards them, and 
waving bis hand as if to impose silence on 
foeir altercation. •« If you are as weary 
of your lives as I am, I will find time and 
place to pledge mine against one or bdth j 
at i^esent I have no leisure for the dis- 
putes of triflcrs.'* 

" Triflers!** echoed Colonel Ash ton, 
half unsheathing his sword, while Bucklaw 
laid his hand on the h3t of that which 
Craigengelt had just reached him. 

Sir WiUiam-Ashton, alarmed for his son's 
safety, rushed between the young tn^n and 
Rftvenswbbd, exclaiming, <^ My son, I com- 
mwd you— Bucklaw, I entreat yoii — ^keep 
the peace, in the name of the queen and of 
the law.** 

«« In the name of the law of God,* skid 
Bide-the-berit,'advancing idso with uplifted 
hands between Bucklaw, the Colonel, and 
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the object of their resentment—^** In the 
name of Him ^ho 1>lrought peace on earth, 
and good will to mankind, I implore-*-! 
beseech — ^I command yon to forbear via* 
lence towards each other. Grod hateth the 
blood-thirsty man«-^he who siriketh with 
the sword, shall perish with the sword.* * 

" Do you take me for a dog, sir,** said 
Colonel Ashton, turning fiercely upon faim, 
** or something more brutally stupid^ to en-' 
dure this insult in* my father's houde f — Let 
me go, Bucklaw ! He shall laccount to me, 
or, by heaven, I will stab him where he 
stands.* 

^ You shall not touch him here,** said 

• . . » \ 

Bucklaw } ** he once gave tne my life, and 
were he the devil come to fly away with the 
whole house and generation^ he shall have 
nothing but fair play? 

The passions of the two young men thus 
•ounteracting edch other, gave Ravens wobd* 
leisure to exclaith, in a stern and steady^ 
voice^ '• Silence !— let him who really secks^ 
danger, take the fitting time when it iv 
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to be found} my mission here will be 
shortly accomplished.*— Is Aat^ t^wiMa^ 
your hand f' he added in a softer tone» ex* 
tMidiiiig towards Jdiss Ashton her Ipst Jet* 

ter« 

A ftttltenog ^ Yest** seemed c^lier. to 
escape from her lips» than to be uttered as 
a volimtary 4Uiswec 

^ And is Ai« also your hand?" extending 
towardaher the mutifal engagement. 

Lucy remained silent. Terror* ami a 
yet stronger and more oonfused feeling, so 
utterly dis^bed her un4erstandi^g, that 
she probably scarcely comprehended the 
question that was put to her. 

*< If you design^" said Sir WilUam Ash- 
tpUy ^^ to found any legal claim on jthat 
papeiTf sir^ do not expect to receive 9^ 
answer to an extra-judicial question*'' 

<< Sir William Aaiiton*'' said RavenswoOd* 
^ I pray you* and all who hear m^ that 
jou will Bojt miatake my puipose. If this 
young lady* irf'her own free- will, desires the 
restoration of this cpntractt as her letter 
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^vrmkit stem to ifiif»l7«^taere is not a wi« 
Hiafed leaf whkh tfab. autamn wiad streurs 
bn ihe heaili, tikit is more vmloekn ia 
my eyes. But I mast and will hear the 
tnifltthom her own mouth*««^ithout this 
saBiifiu^n I will not iMire ikh spot. Mar« 
der me by number sr you posmMy may ; but 
l^fh ^li armed man^— I am a despSMte man, 
-^and I wttt not die without ample ven« 
^geatfce» This is my resolution, take it as 
you nvay. I will hear her determina- 
tfon from her own mouth ; from her own 
'mbnthi alone, and without witnesses, will I 
hear it. Now cfause,'^ he said, drawing his 
sWord' with the right hand, and^ with the 
left, by the same motion taking a pistol 
^^m his belt' and cocking it, but turning 
the point of one weapon and the muzzle of 
life other to the ground, — *• Chuse if you 
Will tiai^e tbis hia^J floated with Mood, or if 
you will grant 'Y6e the decisive interview 
with my aiianced bride, which the laws of 
God and the country alike entitle me to 
demand." - 

VOL. III. D 
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.. All reooUiec) at the rotmd of Jbts voMt, 
^od the determined action by wincii it was 
accompanted j for .the ecrtasy of rekl-deape- 
ration seldom fails to overpower the i leas 
energetic, passiiana.by which it may beoppo* 
sed. The clergyman waa the first to 8f>eak« 
V.In.the name of God," he said, " receive 
iia overture of peace from the mi^n^.of 
his servants. What this honourable .ptt« 
9on demands, . albeit it is urged with ovur 
violence, hath yet. in it something pf r^soo* 
Let him hear ftom Miss X4icy's own Upa 
that she hath dutifully acceded to the inU 
of her parents^ and repentetb her of herjcia- 
venant withliim ; and. when he>isiu;attmd iaf 
this, he will depart in peace unto his oiaoi 
dwelling, and cumber us no more.^ Alaa ! 
the workings .of the ancient Adam » »e 
strong even in the regenerate-r^surely wtb 
should have loi^ wfferutg with those ,wha^ 
being yet in the gall of bjllerneas and bcmd 
of iniquity, are. swept forward by the ui|- 
ControuJLable , current of worldly passion. 
Let then the Master of Ravenswood haw 
the interview on which he insisteth ; it can 
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tak'be u a* ipusmg pmg to this honourable 
muden^ mce her fsiithift now irrevocably 
]iMged to the choice^ fa^r parents. Let 
% I say, be thos : it b^cmgelh to mf fonc- 
tfU8 id entreat ytair hastoiirs' ^oodpSatice 
iatli tfajsiiealtng overture.'' 

^ Never," answered Lady Ash ton, whose 
fl^iiad now overcome her first surprise 
snd terror — ** never shall this man speak 
in f rivate with my daughter, the affianced 
inidr.of another* Pass from this room 
whowHl, I remain here^ I fear neither his 
lonlenee nor his we^om^ though some," 
ilKniSil|ld»igfailicng a look towards 'Colonel 
jAsIitaSt ^^ whoibearmy Qan^,tappear more 
iMved iiy themk'^ 

^ For God's sake, madam;" answered the 
^^Mltey divine,'*^ add not fuel to tfrebJands* 
'Hie Master of Ravenswbod cannot, I ath 
me^ d^eet to yootipiiesonce, the yoilng 
hHlyfaJBtateofiheaitb beitig con^dered, and 
ymt maternal duty. I> myself will ^Iso 
tairy; peradveirtuw my grey hairs may turn 
a«ay wrath." 
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:u Ycm arewtkotte tofjAono^ ar^'' 

welcome to remain, if die thrikthifik pro- 
per; bttt let dl otiien depnry . . 

«« RaveoB^ood,'' said GoloDri Aahte^* 
crossing him m he innt CNeiti <4.yoa shall 
account for this ere long." 

** When you pfoasei'' ^sepUed . Ravens^ 
wood. • 

^ But V siid Bueklaw, with n^ ialf 
smile, ^' have a prior demand, cm your In- 
sure, a dakm of some stuidiog^'* 

<< Arrange it aa you wiH,'' said Bm^m^ 
wood i << leave me but. thta^day ip tp^Bce, 
and I will have no deaier mnplbypcatfon 
earth, to-morrow, than to give you *U^tke 
satiafacUon you caa desire.'' 

The other gentlemen left -the apartment; 
but Sir William Asbteai lingered. . ^ 

^ Master of B^vensnpood^ he said,, in a 
conciliating tone, ^f I thiakl.haiw Bot' de- 
served that yoA should: make this acasidal 
aadi ou<7age^ in my fasnily* If you will 
sheathe your sword, and retire with me into 
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my study^ I will prove to you, by the most 
silisf8<sl9iy aigMMattb thi» iaiitUty of your 
fment ifc^itUf rimoediira— ^'^ 

** T#.flMrrowt 8ir««^te4ai»myw««-to*mQC^ 
row, I will hen you a* leo^ih," leit^ated 
BMrenswood* iMtecnqptiiig^Uim i '< this. day 
hsth ileowD sacred attdrindiapeiiMble busi- 
ness,?' 

He poiated to the door, and Sir William 
left the apartment. 

Ravenswood sheathed hm swoid^ uncock- 
ed and returned his ptslol to his belt, widked 
deliberately to the door of the apartment, 
which be bolted^^ii-Fafainied, raised his hat 
from his foiebead, and, gaziag upon Lucy 
wilb eyes in wbidi an expression of sorrow 
overcame their late fierceness, spread his 
dishevelled locks back from his face, and 
Siuid, ^< Do you know me. Miss Ashton ? — 
I am still Edgar Rarenswood." She was 
silent; and he went on^ with increasing 
Tehemence--^*^ I am' still that Edgar Ra- 
venswood, who, for your alflBKstioii, renoun- 
ced the dear ties by which ii^ured ho- 
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nour bound bim to seek yengeance. I tfii 
that B^venswood» ^o^ ftr your take, fyt^ 
gave. Day, clasped hande:!!! friendship witii 
the oppressor and pillager of bis heu$e~* 
the traducer and murderer of ))is*fttherb* 

^' My daughter,*" answered Lady AA* 
ton, interrupting him, '* has no occasion t^ 
dispute the identity of your person; ttie 
Yenon^ of your present language is SMfficient 
to remind her, that she speaks with the 
mortal enemy o€ her father." 

<^ I pray you to be patient, madam,'^ ao^ 
swe^ed Baveaswood ; *^ my answer > mmt 
come from her own lips. — Once 'more» Miss 
Lucy Ashton, I am that Ravenswood. to 
whom you granted thesolemn engagement^ 
which you now desire to xstract and can* 
eel." . 

Lucy's bloodless lips c6uld only lanker 
out the words, ^ It was my mother.** i . . 

** She speaks truly," said Lady A3hton^; 
«^ it was It who, authorised i^ke by the 
]aws<if God<and man, advisiedr her» and cc»i- 
curred with her, to set aside an nnhappy 
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tfd preci^tate engagement, and to annul 
hiff the authority pf Scripture itself.^ 
" Scriptui-e !* said Ravenswood, scom- 

" Let him hear the text,"* said Lady 
Ashton, appealing to the divine, " on 
which you yourself, wHh cautious reluc- 
tance, declared the nullity of the pretended 
engagement insisted upon by this violent 
man.'* 

The clergyman took his clasped Bible from 
hfe pocket, and read the following words : 
" If a woman vow a vow unto the Lord^ and 
Wiw? herself hy a bond, being in herfathef^s 
^^owe in her youth, and her father Jiear her 
wtfr and her bond, wherewith she hath bound 
her soul, and her father shaU hold his peace 
^ her, then all her vow shall stand,* 

** And was it not even so with us ?' in- 
terrupted Ravenswood. 

" Coniroul thy impatience, young mah," 
^riswered the divine, «* and hear what fol- 
lows in the sacred text :— • Bui if her Jo- 
ihfr disafhw her in the day that he heareth, 
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net any iff her toiM, nor qf^er hmd^^ where- 
with ehe hath bound her seful^ ekdU stand. 
And the JLard ehcM forgive her^ becoMse her 
father disallowed her J " 

" And was not,'* said Lady Ashton, 
fiercely and triumphantly breaking in»^- 
^< was not our^s the case stated in holy 
writ ?-~WiIl this person deny, that the in- 
slant her parents heard of the vow, or bond, 
by which our daughter had bound her soul| 
we disallowed the same in the most express 
terms, and informed him by writing of our 
determination ?'* 

*' And is this all ?" said Ravenswp^d, 
looking at Lucy— *< Are you willing to bar 
ter sworn faith, the exercise of free-will, ai^d 
the feelings of mutual afiection, to this 
wretched hypocritical sophistry ?** 

*< Hear him !" said Lady Ashton, looking 
to the clergyman—" hear the blasphemer T' 

" May God forgive him,** said Bidcthe- 
bent, *f and enlighten his^ ignorance !" 

" Hear what I have sacrificed for j'ou,'* 
said Ravenswood, still addressing Lucy, 
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'^ ere you sanction wbat has been done in 
your name. The honour of an ancient 
family^ the urgent advice of my best friends, 
have beein in vain used to sway my resolu- 
tion ; neither the arguments of reason, nor 
the pmtents of superstition, have shaken 
my fidelity. The very dead have arisen to 
warn me, and thefr warning has been de« 
spised. Are you prepared to pierce my 
heart for its fidelity, with the very weapon 
which my rash confidence entrusted to 
your grasp ?" 

^Master of Ravenswood,'' said Larly 
Ashton, << you have asked what questions 
you. thought fit. You see the total incapa- 
city of my daughter to answer you. But 
I will reply for her^ and in a manner which 
you cannot dispute. You desire to know 
whether Lucy Ashton, of her own free-will, 
desires to annul the engagement into which 
she has been trepanned. You have her let- 
ter under her own hand, demanding the 
surrender o^ it ; and, in yet more full evi. 
dence oi her purpose, here is the contract 

D 2 
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which she has this morning subscribed, in 
prejence a[ this reverend gentleman^ with 
Mr Hayston of Bucklaw/* 

Kavenswood gazed upon the deed, as if 
petrified. <' And it was' without fraud. 0t 
compulsion,'* said he, looking towards the 
clergyman, <* that Miss Ashton aubscribed 
this parchment ?" 

*^ I vouch it upon my sacred character**^ 

^ This is, indeed, madam, an undeniable 
piece of evidence," said Ravens wood stern* 
ly ; " and it will be equally unnecessary 
and /dishonourable to waste another word 
in useless remonstrance of reproach. Tberr^ 
madam," he said, laying down before Lucy 
the signed paper and the brokea piece of 
gold — " there are the evidences of yout 
first engagement ; may. you be more failli* 
fill to that which you have just formed. I 
will trouble you to return the correspond^ 
iDg tokens of my ill*placed confidence-*^ 
ought rather to say of my egregious &Atyff' 

Lucy returned the scornfiiL glance o£ber 
lover with a gaze^ from which percqpttioii 
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seeflied to have been banished; yet she 
MMnied partly to have understood his mean-* 
ii^s" for she raised her hands as if to undo 
Ht'^Uue ribbon which she wore around her 
flil#ek* She was unable to accomplish her 
l^irpiftse, but Lady Ashton cut the ribbon 
'4lferirtftftf, and detached the broken piece 
of gold which Miss Ashton had till then 
tNHPn eoQcealed in her bosom ; the written 
fsiiBfiterpart of the lovers' engagement she 
aitt^tame time had had in her own posses- 
MM^' With a haughty curtseyi she deliver- 
ed both to Eavenswood, who wqs much 
ttGi^tied when he. took the piece of gold. 
v-M And she could wear it thus/* he said'— 
'peaking to himself—^' could wear it in 
-htt very bosom--*could wear it next to her 
heart— even when — but complaint avails 
hot," he saidy dashing from his eye the tear 
ithtehohad gathered in it, and resuming the 
stem composure of his manner. He strode 
to ll|e chimney, and threw into the fire the 
paper and piece of gold, stamping upon 
the coals with the heel of his boot, as if to 
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insure their desimclicm. ^ I will be no 
loQger/' hethensaid^ ^ an intruder here-—* 
Your evil wishes, and your worse <^ces9 
Lady Ashton, I will only retmtit by hoping 
these will be your last machinatioiu against 
your daughtef'^ honour and hap{mie8&*~ 
And to you, madam,'* he said, addsesung 
Lucy, <* I have notMng farther to say^ es* 
cept to pray to God that you may not b^ 
come a world's wo»der for tbi»act of wiU 
ful and deliberate peijury.''— Having uttor* 
ed these words^ he turned cm his heel, and 
left the apartment 

%r William Ashton, by entreaty and ac^ 
thonty^ had detaiMd his son a&d BucUaw 
in a distant part of the castle, m order (0 
prevent their again meeting with Ravens* 
wood } but as the Master descended the 
great stairci^ase, Lockfaard delivered him %- 
bfflet^ jsigned Sholto Doi]^^^ Ashton, re* 
questing to know where the. Master of R»» 
venswood woi^id be heard of four or five 
dftya from hence^ aa die writer had bnai- 
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neas <rf' wei^^ht ^ o settle mih bino, so. soon m 
an^impoitaat family event had taken placa^ 

^ Tei) Colonel Asbtan^" said RavenSr 
wQodt composedly, ** I sball be found at 
Wolf's Cnig when his leisure serves him." 

As be descended the outward stair which 
led from the terrace^ he was a second tia»€; 
interrupts by CraigengjeU> who, on the 
part of his principal, the Latrdof Bucklaw^ 
expressed a hope, that Bavenswood would 
not leave Scotland within ten days at least> 
as he )md both former mid recent civilitieB 
for which to depress his gratitude. 

«^ Teii your master/' said Ravenpwoad 
fiwcely, f ^ to chuse his own time* He wUl 
find me at Wdf 's Cr^g, if his purpose is 9<^ 
forestalled^'' 

«« My matter ?' replied Craigeqgelt, eo- 
Gouragtd by seeksg Colonel Ashton and 

B^cklaw at the bottom of the teiraoet 

« 

<«^e me kave to say, I know of uq siicli 
person upon earth, nor will 1 permit sudi 
laiigu£^. ta be used to me,'' 
«^ Seek your master, then, in hell !" ex- 
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daimed Ravehswood, giving way to the 
passion he had hitherto Festrained, and 
throwing Craigengelt from hina with such 
violence, that he rolled down the steps, and 
lay senseless at the foot of them-^" 1 am 
a fool/' be instantly added, <^ to vent my 
passion upon a caiti£^ so worthless.**^ 

H^ then mounted his horse, which at his 
arrival be bad secured to a ballustrade in 
front of the castle, rode y^ry slowl^t piast 
Bucklaw and Colonel Ashton, raising his 
bat as he past each, and looking in their 
faces steadily while be o£fered this mute 
sdutation, which was returned by both 
with the same stern gravity. Ravenswood 
walked on with equal deliberation ui>til 
be reached the head of the avenue^ as if Ui 
shew that he rather courted than avoided 
interruption. When he bad passed the up- 
per gate, he turned his bore^, and looked 
at the castle with a fixed eye; then set spot's 
t<> his good steed, and departed with tiie 
i^peeil of a demon dismissed by the exonmti 
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CHAPTER VIE 

" Wlio comes from^ the bridal diaivber f , 

It is Azrael, the angel of death. 

Thajlaba. 

After the dreadful scene thtrt had taketi 
pUce at the castle, Lucy was transported 
to ber. awn chamber, where she reme^ined 
for some litne in a state of absolute stupon 
Ufet afterwards, in the course of the enacu 
^S d^yt sl^e seemed to have recovered^ 
sot merely her spirits and sesolution, but 
a sort of ftigbty levity, thsit was foreign 
to her character and situation, and wbteh 
was at times checquered by fits of deep si* 
lence and raelancholy, and of capriciotn 
pettishness* Lady Ashton became muck 
abtrmeid^ 9JbA consulted the family {Physi- 
cians. Bujb as her puls^indicatfed so change, 
jtbey cduldonly say that the di^ase was cm 
the spirits,and recommended ^itle exercise 
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and amusement. Miss Ashton never allud- 
ed to what had passed in the state room. 
It seemed doubtful even if she was con- 
scious of it» for she was oiien observed to 
raise her hands to her neck, as if in search 
of the ribbon that had been taken from it, 
and mutter, in surprise and discontent, when 
she could not find it, ^< It was the link that 
bound me to Utie.** 

Notwithstanding all these remarkable 
symptoms. Lady Ashton was too deeply 
pledged, to delay her daucrhter's marriage 
even in her present state of bealth« It 
cost her much trouble to ^eep up the 
fair side of apjpearances towards Buck* 
law. She was well aware, that if he once 
nw any reluctance on her daughter's part, 
he would break off the treaty, to her 
great personal shame and dishonour. She 
therefore resolved, that, if Lucy conti- 
nued passive, the marrii^ should take 
place upo9i the day .that bad been pievious- 
ly tixed, trusting that tt change of place, of 
situation^ and of characta*, would operate 
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a more speedjr and eflfeetual cure upon the 
unsettled spirits of her daughter, than could 
be attained by the alow measures which the 
medical men recommended. Sir William 
Alton's views of family aggrandisement, 
and his desire to strengthen himself against 

the measures of the Marquis of A , 

readily induced him to acquiesce in what 
he could not have perhaps resisted if wil- 
ling to do so* As for the young men, 
Bucklaw and Colonel Ashton, they proteab- 
ed, that after wliat had happened, it would 
be most di^onourable to postpone for a 
single hour the time appointed for the mar- 
riage, as it would be generally ascribed to 
their being intimidated by the intruaive vi« 
^it and threats of Ravenswood. 

Bucklaw would indeed have been incai- 
pable of such precipitation, had he been 
aware of t^e state of Miss Ashton's health, 
or rather of her mind. But custom, upon 
these occasions, permitted only brief and 
sparing intercourse between the bridegroom 
and thbl^ride} a circumstance so well im- 



proved by Lady Asbton, tliat Bucklaw nei- 
ther saw nor suspected. 

On the eve of the bridal day, Lucy a^ 
•peared to have one of her fits of levky, anl 
smrveyed with a degree of gidish mtek^t 
the TarioHa preparatioos of dress, &c* &c^9 
which the different members of the family 
had prepared for the occasion. 

The morning dawned brtjg;ht Atd cheei'* 
t]y. .The bridal guests atssembled in gallant 
traops from distant quarters. Nobovily tbe 
relations , of Sir William Aahtoo/ aoft the 
still more dignified connections of his lady, 
togeth^ with the numerous kinsmen and 
lollies of the bridegroom, were present u|>* 
on this joyful ceremony, gallantly mounts 
ed, arrayed, .and capai^oned, but almost 
every presbyterian family of distinctSon, 
within £fty miles, made a poipt of attend- 
ing upon an occasion which was consider- 
ed as giving a sort, of triumph over the 
Marquis of A-— ^, in the person of his 
li:iDsman« Splendid refreshments, awaited 
the guests on their arrival, and after it was 
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fialsh^d^ ihexry was to horae. The bride 
was led forth betwixt her brother Heofff 
arM& bee tuotiier. Her gaiety aC the preqe- 
dimg !day had giveii jrise ta.a deep shade of 
mtelaiichoij^y .wiuch, herarever, did not inia» 
boipcHnQ.an occasion so momentous. There 
WAS a light in her ^es^ and a colour in her 
cheek, which had not been kindled tot 
mn^ysL,dii^9 aedie«^hieb» joieed to ker great 
beauty, aock the spleiMioar of hier dress and 
jemelf^ oiQcaaioDed her entrance to be greet-* 
edrtariihan^ueiversal aourmur of a{^^laiise^ 
in .v.hi^:c^Q l^e ia^es^ could not refrain 
tb^aaseived. from joining.' While the cavai* 
ca4<^ 5K^ere getting to horsey Sir William 
A^aj^itan^ a man of peace and of form, cen- 
suced his «on Henry for having begirt him* 
self wath a tiiiUtary swo^d of preposterous 
length, belonging to hi^ brother. Colonel 
Ashtoi), 

•* If y^u must have a sword/* he said* 
** jjpon such a peaceful occasion, why did 
you. no^ MS0. the shoEt Miieapon seni from 
Edirjburgh pn purpose ?" 
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The boy vindicated himself, by saying it 

• «< You put it out of the way yooiieUv I 
MpposC)" said his fatlier» >^out of Mibition 
to wear that thing that mi^ have served 
Sir William WaIlace-«-l»it neif«r mindi get 
to horse now^ and take eai« of your sis- 
ter.** 

The bay dfd so, and uraaphioed inlihe 
cei^tre of the gallant train. At the ^ time 
he was too fell of hia own appearanoe^ his 
sword» his laced doak, his ifi^tbered faat, 
and his managed h^se, to pay much regard 
to any thing else ; but he afterwards ire> 
membered to the ho6r of his deaths lliat 
when the hand of his sister, by whieb die 
mipported herself on the piHton behind bi», 
touched his own, it Mi as wet a^ cold as 
sepulchral marble* .^ . 

Glancing wide over hill and dale, the 
Mr bridal processioti at last reached the 
parish chorcb; which they nearly filled; 
for, besides dom^^tics, above a hundred 
gentlemen and ladies were present upon 
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die occasion. The {Damage ceremony was 
pafcritted, aeeofdlng to the ? ites of the 
pi^bylerian- persuamOn, to which Buck- 
law of Htt had judged it proper to con- 
form. 
On the outside of the ehurph^ a Ubemi 

dole was distributed to the poor of the 
neighboufiogi paGifthefl» under the direction 
o£ Johnoy .Mortheueh, who; had lately been 
Iptoouited from his desolate qaarteni at the 
HerQiitaget to fiU the more eli^Ue sijktia^ 
tinQ of sexton at the parish *churdi of Ra^ 
3^c»iiwoQd. Dame Gourlay, with two of 
her CQDtempoi»Bies, the same who assisted 
afe Aiktfs late* wake, seated apart Upon a 
fl%i monument) or Armtghi^tmie^ mtt envi^ 
^usly icomparing the shares wkicfa had <beca 
dotted to them in dividing the dole. 

^ J4ibBQy Mortheueh," said Annie Win- 
^^» '< might hae minded auld lang syM^ 
wditfaoaght of his auldskimmers^ for as 
brawas he k with his new black, eoat* I 
liae gotten but five herring instead 0' sax» 
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jmd this clisna look like a gudp aaxpeiiBys, 
^ml I daresay this, bit i^orsel o*. beef k .an 
unc^ lighter than ony that's beea ^jek^ 
round ; and it's a bit o* die tencmy l^ugb, 
mair by token/ that your's^ Maggie^ ia OBt 
o' the back-sey." 

^ « Mine, qao' she f' mumbled the paraly tk 
hag, ^^ mine is half banes, I trow. If.g^ 
folk gie poor bodies any thing for comiog 
to their weddings and burials, it suld be 
something that wad do them gttde» I thinks 

*« Thdr gifts," said Ailsie Gourky, « are 
dealt for nae love of u8*-^iior &r resfMct 
for whether we feed or ^starve. They* wad 
gie us whinstanes for loa^esi if it would 
aerve their ain vanity^ and yet Ahey ex{^ct 
«Mto be as gralefu' as, tfa^ d^ it, as if tibejr 
served us for true love andJikeing." i ^ • ■ 

*^ And diat^s trialy saidv^' amweecil iier 
4Mimpaaion. .. 

^^ But, Ailsie Gourlay, ye^re the auldest & 
us three, did ye ever see a natr grand hri^ 
dal?*^ 
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*• I winna say that I have/* answered the 
Itag ; << but I think soon to see as braw a 
burial.* 

'* And that wad please me as weel,"* said 
Annie Winnie ; V for th«*e's as large a 
dole, and folk are no obliged to grin and 
hiBgb, and mak murgeons, and wi^h joy ta 
these hellicat quality, that lord it ower us 
Kke brute beasts. I like to pack the dead 
dole in my lap, and rin ower my auld 
rfcyme, — 

"'Mj loaf in my lap^ my penny in my purse^ 

.Thou art ne'er the better^ and I'm ne'er the worse.' *' 



^* That's right, Annie,'' said the paralytic 
woman ; '< God send us a green Yule and 
a fat kirk.yard !'•. 

** But I wad like to ken, Lucky Gourlay, 
for ye're the auldest and wisest amang ua» 
whilk o' these revellers' turns it will be to 
be streekit first" 

" D'ye see yon dandilly maiden," said 
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Dame Gourlay, " a* glistenin' wi' goud and 
jewels, that they are mounting on the white 
horse behind that bare-brained callant in 
scarlety wi* the lang sword at his side ?'' 

<* But that*s the bride !** said her compa- 
nion, her cold heart touched with some 
sense of compassion ; " that's the very 
bride herseli ! Eh, whow ! sae young, sae 
braw, and sae boanie — and is her time sae 
short ?* 

" I tell ye her winding sheet,*' said the 
sybil> *« is up as high as her throat already, 
believe it wha list. Her sand has but iew 
grains to run out, and nae wonder — they've 
been weel shaken. The leaves are wither- 
ing fast on the trees, but she'll never see 
the Martinmas wind gar them, dance in 
swirls like the fairy rings." 

*• Ye waited on her for a quarter,'' said 
the paralytic woman, ^* and got twa red 
pieces, or I am far beguiled." 

** Ay, ay,"^nswered Ailsie, with a bitter 
grin ; ^' and Sir William Ash ton promised 

8 
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me a boiraie red gown to the boot o' that 
—a stake, and a chain, and a tar barrel, 
lass !— what think ye o' that for a propine ? 
•—for being up' eaily and doun late for 
fourscore nights and mair wi' his dwining 
daughter. But he may keep it for his ain 
lady, cummers." 

^ I hae heard a sough," said Annie Win« 
nie, *< as if Lady Ashton was nae canny 
body." 

•• D'ye see her yonder," said Dame Gour. 
lay, ^ as she prances on her grey gelding 
out at the kirk-yard ? — there's mair o' utter 
deevilry in that woman, as brave and fair-fa- 
shioned as she rides yonder, than in a* the 
Scotch witches that ever flew by moon* 
light ower North-Berwick Law." 

•' What's that ye say about witches, ye 
damned hags ?" said Johnnie Mortheugh j 
" are ye casting ye're cantraips in the very 
kirk*yard, to mischieve the bride and bride* 
groom ? Get awa' hame, for if I tak my 
souple t'ye, I'll gar ye find the road faster 
than ye wad like." 

VOL. 11. E 
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•* Eh ! sirs !" answered Ailsie Gotirlay; 
•* how bra' are we wi' our new black coat and 
our weel-pouthered head, as if we had njever 
kenned hunger nor thirst oursells ! . and 
we'll be screwing up our bit fiddle, doubt- 
less, in the ha' the night, amang a' the 
other elbo' jiggers for miles round— let's 
see if the pins baud, Johnnie — that's a', lad." 

" I take ye a' to witness, "gude people,^ 
said Mortheugh, ** that she threatens me 
wi' mischief, and forespeaks me. If ony- 
thing but gude happens to me er my fiddle 
this night, I'll make it the blackest night's 
job she ever stirred in. I'll hae her before 
Presbytery and Synod— I'm half a mini- 
ter mysel', now that I'm a bedral in an in- 
habited parish." 

Although the mutual hatred betwixt 
these iiags and the rest of. mankind had 
steeled their hearts against all impressions 
of festivity, this was by no means the case 
with the multitude at large. The splen* 
dour of the bridal retinue — the gay dresses 
— ^the spirited horses — the blithesome ap- 
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pearance of the handsome women and gal- 
lant gentlemen assembled upon the occa^ 
sion, had the usual effect upon the minds 
of the populace. The repeated shouts, of 
" Ashton and Bucklaw for ever !" — the dis- 
charge of pistols, guns, and muskettoons, to 
give what was called the bridal- shot, evin- 
ced the interest the people took in the oc- 
casion of the cavalcade^ as they accompa- 
nied it upon thejr return to the castle. If 
there was here^ and there an elder peasant 
cthiB wife who sneered at thepomp of the 
upstart family, and remembered the days 
of the long-descended Ravenswoods, even 
they, attracted by the plentiful cheer which 
the castle that day afforded to rich and 
poor, held their way thither, and acknow- 
ledged^ notwithstanding their prejudices, 
the influence of tAmphifrion ou Von dine. 
. Thus accompanied with the attendance 
both of rich and poor, Lucy returned to 
her father's house. Bucklaw used his pri- 
vilege . of riding next to the bride, but, 
*>ew to such a situation, rather endeavour- 
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ed to attract attention by the display of 
his person and horsemanship, than by any 
attempt to address her in private. They 
reached the castle in safety, amid a thou- 
sand joyous acclamations. 

It is well known that the weddings of 
ancient days were celebrated with a fesltive 
publicity rejected by the delicacy of mo- 
dern times. The marriage-guests upon the 
present occasion were regaled with a ban- 
quet of unbounded profusion, ^the relics 
of which, after the domestics had feasted 
in their turn, were distributed among the 
shouting crowd, with as many barrels of 
ale as made the hilarity without correspond 
to that within the castle. The gentlemen, 
according to the fashion of the times, in- 
dulged, for the most part, in deep draughts 
of the richest wines, while the ladies, pre- 
pared for the ball, which always closed a 
bridal entertainment, impatiently expected 
their arrival in the state gallery. At length 
the social party broke up at a late hour, and 
the gentlemen crowded into the saloon. 
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and, enlivened by wine and the joyful occa- 
sion, laid aside their swords, and handed 
their impatient partners to the floor. The 
inunc already rung from the gallery, along 
the fretted roof of the ancient state apart- 
ment. According to strict etiquette, the 
bride ought to have opened the ball, but 
Lady Ashton, making an apology on ac- 
count of her daughter's health, offered her 
own hand to Bucklaw as substitute for her 
daughter's. 

But as Lady Ashton raised her head 
gracefully^ expecting the strain at which 
she was to begin the dance, she was so 
much struck by an unexpected alteration 
in the ornaments of the apartment, that 
she was surprised into an exclamation, — 
•* Who has dared to change the pictures ?* 

All looked up, and those who knew the 
usual state of the apartment, observed, 
with surprise, that the picture of Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton's father was removed from its 
place, and in its stead that of old Sir Ma- 
lise Ravenswood seemed to frown wrath 
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and vengeance upon the party assembled 
below. The exchange must have been 
made while the apartments were empty, 
but had* not been observed until the torch- 
es and lights in the sconces were kindled 
for the ball* The haughty and heated spi^ 
rtts of the gentlemen led them to demand 
an immediate enquiry into the cause of what 
they deemed an affront to their host and to 
themselves ; but Lady Ashton, recovering 
herself^ passed it over as the freak of a crazy 
wench who was maintained about the castle, 
and whose susceptible imagination had been 
observed to be much affected by the stories 
which Dame Gburlay delighted to tell con- 
cerning " the former family,** so Lady Ash- 
ton named the Kavenswoods. The obnox- 
ious piicture was immediately removed, and 
the ball was opened by Lady Ashton with 
a grace and dignity which supplied the 
charms of youth, and almost verified the 
extravagant encomiums of the elder part 
of the company, who extolled her perfomifi 
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ance as far exceeding the dancing of the 
tising generation. 

When Lady Ashton sat down, she was 
not surprised to find that her daughter had 
left the apartment, and she herself follow- 
ed, eager to obviate any impression which 
might have been made upon her nerves by 
an incident so likely to a£fect them as the 
mysterious transposition of the portraits. 
Apparently she fodnd her* apprehensions 
groundless, fbr she returned in about an 
•hour, and whispered the bridegroom^ who 
extricated himself from the dancers, and 
vanished from the apartment The instru- 
ments now played their loudest strains-— 
the dancers pursued their exercise with all 
-the enthusiasm inspired by youths mirth, 
and high spirits, whea a cry was heard so 
shrill and piercing, as at once to arrest the 
dance and the music. All stood motion^ 
less ; but when the yell was again repeated. 
Colonel Ashton snatched a torch from the 
sconce, and demanding the key of the bri- 
dal-chamber from Henry, to whom, as 



164 TAtBS OF MY LANDLOIUH 

bride's-man, it had been entrusted, rushed 
thither, followed by Sir William and Lady 
Ashton, and one or two dthers; near rela* 
lions of the ftmily. The bridal gueate 
waited their return in stupified amaze* 
ment. 

Arrived at the door of the apartment 
Colonel Ashton knocked and called, but 
received no answer, except stifled.groan& 
He hesitated no longer to open the door of 
the apartment, in which he found opposi- 
tion, from something which lay against i& 
When he had succeeded in opening it, the 
body of the bridegroom was found lying on 
the threshold of the bridaLchamber, and ait 
around was flooded with blood. A cry of 
surprise and horror was raised by all pre- 
sent; and the company, excited by this 
new alarm, began to rush tumultuously to- 
wards the sleeping apartment C!olonel 
Ashton^ first whispering to his mother,-**^ 
** Search for her~-8he has murdered him !" 
drew his -sword, planted himself in the pasa- 
age, and declared he would sufier no man 
to pass excepting the clergyman, and the 
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medical person present By their assist- 
ance, BucklaWy who still breathed, was 
raised from the ground, and transported to 
another apartment, where his friends, full 
of suspicion and murmuring, assembled 
round him to learn the opinion of the sur- 
geon. 

In the mean while. Lady Ashton, her 
husband, and their assistants, in vain sought 
Lucy in the bridal bed and in the chamber^ 
There was no private passage from the 
room, and they began to think that she 
must have thrown herself frond the window, 
when one of the company, holding his 
torch lower than the rest, discovered some- 
thing white in the corner of the great old- 
fashioned chimney of the apartment Here 
they found the unfortunate girl, seated, or 
rather couched like a hare upon its form— 
her head-gear dishevelled; her night-clothes 
torn and dabbled with blood,— =her eyes gla- 
zed, and her features, convulsed into a wild 
paroxysm of insanity. WTien she saw her* 

self discovered) she gibbered, made mouths, 

E 2 
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and pointed at them with her bloody fin- 
gers, with the frantic gestures of an exults 
ing demoniac*^. 

Female assistance was now hastily sum^ 
moned ; the unhappy bride was overpower- 
ed, not without the use of some force. As^ 
they carried her over the threshold, she 
looked^ down, and uttered' the only arti- 
culate words that she had yet spoken, say- 
fng, with a sort of grinning exultation,—^ 
*^ Sb^ you have ta'en up your bonnie bride- 
groom?" She was by the shuddering as- 
sistants conveyed to another and more re^ 
tired* apartment, where she was secured 'as 
Ser situation required, and closely watched; 
The unutterable agony ot the parents — 
the horror and confusionr of all who were 
in the casUe — the fury of contending pas- 
sioos between the friends of the different 
parties, passions augmented by previous 
intemperance, surpass description 

The surgeon was the first who obtained 
something like a patient hearing ; he pro- 
nounced that the wound of Bucklaw, though 
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severe and dangerous, was by no means 
iatal^ but might readily be rendered so by 
disturbance and hasty removal. This si- 
lenced the numerous party of Bucklaw's 
friends^ who had previously insisted that 
he should, at all rates, be transported from 
the castle to the nearest of their houses. 
They still demanded, however, that, in con- 
slderation of what had happened, four of 
their number should remain to watch over 
the sick, bed of their friend, and that a suit- 
able number of their domestics, well armed, 
should also remain in the castle. This con- 
dition being acceded to on the part of Co- 
lonel Ashton and his father, the rest of the - 
bridegroom's friends left the castle, not- 
withstanding the hour and the darkness of 
the night. The cares of the medical man 
were next employed in behalf of Miss Ash^ 
ton, whom he pronounced to be in a very 
dangerous state. Farther medical assist^ 
ancewas immediately summoned. All night 
she remained delirious. On the morning, 
she fell into a state of absolute insensibility. 
The next evening, the physicians said, 
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would be the cri»s of her malady. . It pro- 
ved so, for although she awoke from her 
trauce with some appearance of calmness^ 
and suffered her night-clothes to be chan^ 
ged| or put in order» yet so soon as she 
put her hand to her neck» as if to search 
for the fatal blue ribbon, a tide of recol- 
lections seemed to rush upon her, which 
her mind and body were alike incapable of 
bearing. Convulsion followed convulsion, 
till they closed in death, without her being 
able to utter a word explanatory of the fatal 
scene. 

The provincial judge of the district ar- 
rived the day after the young lady had ex- 
pired, and executed, though with all pos- 
sible delicacy to the afflicted family, the 
p3inful duty of enquiring into this fatal 
transaction. But there occurred nothing 
to explain the general hypothesis, that the 
bride, in a sudden fit of insanity, had stab- 
bed the bridegroom at the threshold of the 
apartment. The fatal weapon was found 
in the chamber, smeared with blood. It 
was the same poniard which Henry should 
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have worn upon the wedding-day, and 
which his unhappy sister had probably con* 
trived to secrete upon the suqceeding even<« 
ing, when it had been shewn to her among 
other articles o( preparation for the wed< 
ding. 

The friends of Bucklaw expected that 
upon his recovery he would throw some 
light upon this dark story, and eagerly 
pressed him with enquiries, which for some 
time. he evaded under pretext of weakness. 
When, however, he had been transported 
to his own house, and was considered as in 
a state of con valescence> he assembled those 
persons, both male and female, who had 
considered themselves as entitled to press 
him on this subject, and returned them 
thanks for the interest they had expressed 
in his behalf, and their offers of adherence 
and support* " I wish you all," he said^ 
" my friends, to understand, however, that 
1 have neither story to tell, nor injuries to 
avenge. If a lady shall question me hence- 
forward upon the incidents of that unhap- 

10 
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py night, I shall remain silent, and in fu- 
ture consider her as desirous to break off 
her friendship with me. But if a gentle- 
man shall ask me the same question, I shall 
regard the incivility as equivalent to an in- 
vitation to meet him in the Duke's Walk, 
and I expect that he will rule himself ac- 
cordingly." 

A declaration so decisive admitted" no 
commentary; and it was soon after seen 
that Bucklaw had arisen from the bed 'of 
sickness a sadder and a wiser man than he 
had hitherto shewn himself. He dismissed 
Craigengelt from his society, but not with- 
out such a provision as, if well employed, 
might secure him against indigence, and 
against temptation. 

Bucklaw afterwards went abroad, and 

never returned to Scotland ; nor was he 

known ever to hint at the circumstances 

attending his fatal marriage. By many 

readers this may be deemed overstrained, 

romantic, and composed by the wild, ima* 

glnation of an author, desirous of gratify^ 

11 



TKE BRIDE OF X^MMERMbOlU 



IIT 



mg the popular appetite for the horrible ; 
hit those who are read in the private family 
history of Scotland during the period in 
which tlie scene is laid^ will readily dis- 
cover, through the disguise of borrowed 
names and added incidents, the leading 
particulars of an owea true tals«^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Whoee mind's bo marbled^ and his heart so haxd^ 

That would not, when this huge mishap was heard^ 

To th' utmost note of sorrow set their song, 

To see a gaSant, with so great a graee> 

So suddenly unthought on> so o'erthrown. 

And so to perish, in so poor a place. 

By too rash riding in a ground unknown f 

Poem, in NUbefs Heraldry, VoL IL 

Ws have anticipated the course of time 
to mention B ucklaw's recovery and fate^ 
that we might not interrupt the detail of 
events which succeeded the funeral of thie 
unfortunate Lucy Ashton. This melancholy 
ceremony was performed in the misty dawn 
of an autumnal morning, with as little at- 
tendanceand ceremony as could possibly be 
dispensed with. A very few of the nearest 
relations attended her body to the same 
churchyard to which she had so lately been 
led as a bride, with as littlefree-will, perhaps^ 
upon that former occasion , as could be now 
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testified by her lifeless and passive remaina 
An aisle adjacent to the church had been 
fitted up by Sir William Ashton as 9. family 
cemetery ; here, in a coffin bearing neither 
name nor date, were consigned to dust the 
remains of what was once lovely, beautiful^ 
and innocent, though exasperated to phren* 
2y by a long tract of unremitting pers&r 
cation. While the mourners were busy in 
the vault, the three village liags, who, not^ 
withstanding the unwonted earliness of the 
hour, had snuffed the carrion like vultures^ 
were seated on the *< through-stane,'' and 
^^S^f &d in their wonted unhallowed con^ 

fefence* 

" Did not I say/' said Dame Gouriay, 
" that the braw bridal would be followed 
by as braw a funeral ?" 

** I .think," answered Dame Winniet 
** there's little bravery at it j neither meat 
nor drink, and just a wheen silver tippences 
to the poor folk j it was little worth while 
to come sae far road for sae sm^i* profit, and 
us sae frail-" 

" Out, wretch !" replied Dame Gowlay, 
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*• can a' the dainties they could gi'te us be 
half sae sweet as this hour's vengeance? 
There they are that were capering on their 
prancing nags four days since, and they are 
now ganging as driegh and sober as ourseils 
the day. They were a* glistening wi* gowd 
and silver — they're now as black as the 
crook. And Miss Lucy Ash ton, that grud- 
ged when an honest woman cameinear her, 
a taed may sit on her coffin the <lay, and 
fihc never scunner when he croaks. And 
Lady Ashton has hell-fire burning in her 
breast by this time ; and Sir William, wi' 
bis gibbets, and his faggots, and his chains, 
how likes he the witcheries of his aia 
dwelling house ?** 

«• And is it true then," mumbled the 
paralytic wretch, " that the bride was trait 
ed out of her bed and up the chimley by 
evil spirits, and that the bridegroom's &ce 
was wrung round ahint him V* 

•• Ye needna care wha did it, or how it 
was done," said Ailsie Gourley j *^ but I'll 
uphaud it for nae sticket job, and that the 
lairds and ladies ken. this day< 



*•' 
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" And was it true,** said Annie Winnie, 
*' sin ye ken sae mickie about it, that the 
picture of auld Sir Malise Ravenswood 
came down on the ha' floor, and led out the 
brawl before them a* ?* 

" Na,'* said Ailsie j " but into the ha' 
came the picture-^-and I ken weel how it 
came there — to gi'e them a warning that 
pride would get a fa*. But there's as queer 
a ploy, cunamers, as ony o* thae, that's gaun 
on even now in the burial vault yonder-— 
—ye saw twal* mourners, w? crape and 
cloke, gang down the steps pair and pair 7^ 

^^ What should ail us to see them t* said 
the one ©Id woman. 

*• I counted them,'* said the other, with 
the eagerness of a person to whom the spec- 
tacle had afforded too much interest to be 
viewed with indifference. 

*^ But ye did not see," said Ailsie, exult- 
ing in her superior observation, ^* that 
there's a thirteehtb amang them that they 
k€Q naething about i and, if auld fleets 
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say trae, there's ane o' that company that'll 
no be lang for this world. But come awat. 
cummers ; if we bide here, Tse warrant we. 
get the wyte o' whatever ill comes of it, and 
that gude willcome of it nane o' them need 
ever think to see," 

And thuSf croaking like the ravens when 
they anticipate pestilence, the ill-boding sy- 
bils withdrew from the church-yard. 

In fact, the mournersy when the service 
of interment was ended, discovered that 
there was among them oije more than the 
invited number, and the remark was com* 
municated in whispers to each other. The 
suspicion fell upon a figure, which, muffled 
in the same deep mourning with the others, 
was rechned» almost in a state of insensibi- 
lity, against one of the pillars of the se* 
pulchral vault. The relatives of the Asb^ 
ton familj were expressing in whispers 
their surprise and displeasure at the ior 
trusion^ when tbf y were interrupted by 
Colonel Ashton^ who, in his father's ab« 
sence« acted as principal mourner^ << I 
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know,'* he said in a whisper, •* who this 
person is ; he has, or shall soon have, as 
deep cause of mourhing as ourselves — cleave 
me to deal with him, and do not disturb the 
ceremony by unnecessary exposure.** So 
saying, he separated himself from the group 
of his relations^ and taking the unknown 
mourner by the cloak, he said to him, in a 
tone of suppressed emotion, " Follow me.** 

The stranger, as if starting from a traiice 
at the sound of his voice, mechanically 
obeyed, and they ascended the broken 
ruinous stair which led from the sepulchre 
into the church-yard. The other mourners 
followed, but remained grouped together 
at the door of the vault, watching with 
anxiety the motions of Colonel Ashton and 
the stranger, who now appeared to be in 
close conference beneath the shade of a 
yew. tree, in the most remote part of the 
burial ground. 

To this sequestered spot Colonel Ashtoti 
had guided the stranger, and then turning 
found, addressed him in a stern and com- 
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posed tone — ** I ci^imot doubt that I speak 
to the Master of Ravens wood/' No an- 
swer was returned* " I cannot doubt,** rie- 
gumed the Colonel, trembling with riaini^ 
passion, *^ that I speak to the murderer of 
my sister ?•* 

'* You have named me but too truly,** 
said Ravenswood, in a hollow and tremur 
lous voice. 

" If you repent, what you have done,'* 
said the Colonel, ** may your peniteincc 
avail you. before God } with me it shall serve 
you nothing. Here,'* he said, giving a psi- 
per, is the measure of my sword, and a me- 
morandum of the time and place of mqet- 
ing. Sun- rise to-morrow morning, on the 
Links to the east of Wolf's- hope." 

The Master of R^avenswood held the 
paper in his hand, and seemed irreso^te. 
At length he spoke-^-" Do not," he said» 
" urge to farther desperation a wretch who 
is already desperate. Enjoy your life while 
you can,, and It^t me seek my death from 
another." 
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•* That you never, never shall," said Ash- 
ton, • ^* You shall die by my hand, or you 
shall complete the ruin of my family on 
taking my life. If you refuse me my open 
challenge^ there is no advantage I will not 
take of you, no indignity with which I will 
not load you, until the very name of Ra- 
venswood shall be the sign of every thing 
that is dishonourable, as it is already of all 
that is villainous." 

" That it shall never be," said Ravens- 
wood, fiercely j *• if i am the last who shall 
bear it, I owe it to those who once owned 
it, that the name shall be eifi^tinguished witb^ 
out infamy. I accept your challenge, time^ 
and place of meeting. We n\eet, I pre- 
«ume, alone ?" 

" Alone we meet," said Colonel AshtoQ, 
" and alone will the survivor of us retuni 
from that place of rendezvous." 

" Then God have mercy on the soul of 
him who falls!" said Ravenswood. 

*' So be it 1" said Colonel Ashton ; •* so 
far can my charity reach even for the man 
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I bate most deadly, and with the deepest 
reason. Now, break off, for we shall be'iti- 
terrupted. The links by the sea-shore to 
the east of WolfV hope-— the hoof son-^rise 
«— our swords our only weapons." 

« Enough,** said the Master, « I wfll not 
ftil you.'* 

They separated ; Colonel Ashton joining 
the rest of the mourners, and the Mastet of 
Kavenswood taking his horse, which was 
tied to a tree behind the church. Colonel 
Ashton returned to the castle with the fu- 
neral guests, but found a pretext for de- 
taching himself from them in the evening, 
when,' changing his dress to a riding habit, 
he xode to WolPs-hope that night, and 
took up his abode in the little inn, in order 
that he might be ready for his rendeavous 
In the morning. 

It is not known how the Master of Ra- 
irenswood disposed of the rest of that un- 
happy day. Late at night, however, he ar- 
rived at Wolf's Crag, and aroused his old 
domestic, Caleb Balderstone, who had ceased 
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to isspect Us r^tara. <kiiifused and Ay- 
ing rumours of the late tragical death of 
Mka • AshtiHH and of its nysterious^ c^uiet 
faftd^airaady wached the old mm, who was 
filled with the utmost anxiety^ on account 
of the probable $fl^t these events might 
produce upon the mind of his master* 

The conduct ef Raveaawood had no- 
tify to ulleviate his^ appreben«<mi. To 
ihe HmdfifM teemUing entreatieSf that he 
i^ould take some refreshment, he at fiijBt 
fetHTMd ua answer, and then suddenly 
^aod fiercely :^mMdtogwine^ hedrank^coti- 
tiaiy to b«» habits, a very large drau^^t. 
^^^.that biS' master would eat notlung, 
4be cdd man a&ctionately entreated tbfit 
be'W^uid permit him to light bm to his 
chamber* It was not until the requisat wfts 
tfitee or fbur times repeated, that Ravens- 
woad m^e a mute s%n of cotnplianoe. 
. fiot.wben Biddfsrsi;one d^Aducted fakn to 
^^ apa<|ment which had: been oomfortabUy 
fitted ^^^ i^ch.si»ce.Ms Mtors^^b^ 

VOL* HI. P 
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usually occuptcd, Ratenswood stoppcid short 
on the threshold. 

« Not here," satd he, sternly j ** show 
me the roorfa in which my father died; 
the room in which she slept the night 
they were at the castle.** 

" Who, sir ?'• said Caleb, too terrified to 
preserve his presence of mind. 

"iSfe, Lucy Ash ton !— would you kBl 
me, old -man, by forcing me to repeat her 
name?" 

Caleb would have said soniething of the 
disrepair of the chamber, but was silen- 
ced' by the irritable impatience which was 
expressed in his master's countenance ; fie 
lighted the way trembling and in silence, 

« 

placed the lamp on the tiible of theife- 
serted room, and was abt)ut to attempt 
some arrangement of the bed, "when his 
master bid him begone in & tone that ad- 
mitted of no^tWay. The blcf man retired, 
not to rest, but to prayer ; and fh>m* time 
to time crept to the door of ^ie apartment, 
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in os4er to find out Vbether lUveoswood 
had gone to repose. His metsured heavy 
step upon the floor, was cmly interropted 
by deep groans ; and the repeated stamps 
of die heel of his befivy boot, intimated too 
clearly^ that the wipetclied inmate.was aban- 
doning fcdmself at such moments to parox- 
ysms of uncontrouled agony. The old 
man thought that the morning, for which 
he long^^ W0i4d never have dawned } hut 
time^ whose course rolls on with equal cur- 
rent^ however it may seem more rapid , or 
minre slow to mortal apprehension, brought 
the ^wn at last, and spread a ruddy light 
on the brofu} verge of the glistening ocean^ 
It was early in Novembfsr, and the weather 

« 

was aea^ene for the season of the year. But 
an je^erly wind had prevailed during the 
^^Ht» tnd the advancing tide rolled nearer 
thaaittu^l to tl)e foot of the crags on which 
the C«4t^e wa«i funded* 
. Wil!)i .the first p^ep of light, Caleb BaU 
derstone agaiii resorted to the door of Ra^ 
Tenswood*s sleeping apartment, through a 
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chink of wKicJh l)«'i$bsenreft*1iin 
in meatsuHri^ the length of twd or tUm 
swordd which ' liay 4ti* a ctoBet* ad^mog; to 
the aparttneflt. H^ ttiutterid to bkdieif, 
as he selected one of these wea^tons;. ^f it 
is shorter— -let him hai^ethis advinta^-Bs 
he has every other:" 

Caleb Balderst<:>ne knenip too^^ weSH ^mr 
What he witnessed/ Apon what ent6l^fee his 
master was bound, and how y/f6n dtt Iflier- 
fetehce on Iiis pait must nece^saril;]^ prMre. 
He W but time to retrfot fl^dttth^ dti&ri 
so nearly wai^ h^ surpri&ed by hi* fattsterMDi- 
denly cothlhg otlt; and de^defadbig ta tb^ 
stables. The failhAIld^flIe8til^f^)k>^«lfetf, laid 
from the disheveHed appearance 
ter^s di^ess, and his ghasily lot^, IMis < 
firmed in hii conje6tuk*6 that he fa«d^fM». 
id the :nil^ht without iteep or tepdM, He 
found him buslily eflfg^ed in s&ddlkig^^Us 
horse, a service from whtdf 'Calebs IhOiijgh 
with faultering voice and tretbUing-lftaods^ 
offered tdMieve him; ^aveliM^lDiMl t«|«bted 
his astsistance by a mute sigti, abd having led 

10 



*th^ imi^ld io^ tb^ courl^ wa» jifst about to 
q(ioi|Qt^hi|6t» w^^u.the jpld |domestic*8 fea^ 
giving way tQ tte, strong attachment which 
wa&4he prifici|iiEiI pi^^siop of his mind, he 
tuog Jtifmelf 6u4deply at Ravens wpod^a 
ie^l^ iind $j|A$p§d {lift Ij^n^Bf jvyhile be ex* 
claiined,^ *f Obf $ir ! oh* master ! kill me if 
]fo^ Hiiil, bpt dot n^t go Qut on this dread* 
ful €;i:rand« O ! my dear master, wait bi?t 
^thJA day«>^^ jdari^is of A-«-^^ comes to« 
mmms »f4 ** B^ lieTgpi^died/* 

ff¥<»*liye«»Jpi?ger;a master, CaleW' 
ttid RavcDSWOod,. endeavouring to extri* 
eate l«)iisQlf.} j<>^ S^yi.oldnqaq, would you 
«Ung;W *'4aU}ng,tpv^ ?'• 

:*• 9itt l:h0P0ti,,u^j^^x/',cned Caleb, still 
rhridisg jt^m JHM^: *^ wh^le the heir of Ra* 
•vmairood bri^9t^9« I ?ni bat a servant ; 
bat L^fta your £il;ber's--y«ur grpjjd&th^r's 
^^liVMiborn l9i^,|twi feppily— J[ have lived 
f^>^mth--i'9miA 4li& for tb^m-^tay but 
«t b^QK^ j^d ail ijrill >be wf 11 !'* 
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vain old man, nothing beresAer^a life 
will be well with me, and happiest i» the 
hour that shall soonest close it.*^ 

So saying, he'ektricated himself from 1^ 
old man'sholdythrewhimstelf on his hcMfse, 
and rode out at the gate ; but instaMty 
turning back, he threw ^towards Cald>, irho 
hastened to meet him» a heavy pitfse<tf 
gold. "' 

<' Caleb,"* he said, wHh a ghastly Btikihf 
** I make you my executor j"^ and agibi 
turning his bridle, he resmned his ooHrse 
down the hill. 

The gold fell unheeded on the pftve- 
m>ent, for the old man ran to obs«#ve 4be 
course which was taken by his master, "^Ifbo 
turned \o the left down a small and bfolmi 
path, which gained the sea-ihOre thrm^ 
a cleft in the rock, and led to a ^ort^^e^re, 
where, in former times, the boMs of ^ die 
castle were wont to be mooi'^d. Obsetvteg 
him take this course, Caleb hastened to 
the eastern battltaient, wfaicli tio«ai6iaiiSed 
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f * 

tke pcosp€)c;t of tl>e whole 9Ands» very .n^ar 
as % as .the vill^g^ of WoIiVhope* He 
could easily see his master riding in that 
dbectioOjitasfast as the horse could carry 
hioH Tke prop}iecy at once rushed on 
Bald^^oijie^s mi^dy that the Lord of Ra- 
vedswo;>d sbpulH perish on the Kelpie's 
Fio^i wluch lay half way betwixt the tower 
and the lii^^s or sand-knolls, to the north- 
oast of Woir^-hope^ He saw him accord- 
ingly feach the fatal spot, but he never saw 
hio^ jpass further. 

Colonel Ashton, frantic for revenge, was 
aheady in the field, pacing the turf with 
^(|gSrnes3» and looking with impatience 
toward&the tower for the arrival of his an- 
^ooist. TbQ sun had now risen, and 
shewed its broad disk above the eastern sea, 
so. that he could easily discern the horse- 
Ikiap who rode towards him with speed which 
signed impatience equal to his own. ''At 
once tbi^ figure became invisible, as if it 
bi&d qaeUed into tlie air. He rubbed his 
eyes, as if he had witnessed an apparition^ 
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and then hastened to the spot, 
he was met by Balderstone, Who cAime tttitA 
the opposite direction. No trace What- 
ever of horse or rider could be dSsceitkeS ; 
it only appeared, that the late winds dt^ 
high tides had greatly extended the ttsutt 
bounds of the quicksand, and that the titi. 
fortunate horseman/as appeared from die 
hoof-tracksy in his precipitate haste; 'bad 
not attended to keep on ^e firm sandHbto 
the foot of the rock, but' had taken lH^ 
shortest and most dangerotis course. ' Ofte^ 
only vestige of his fate appeared. ' A larg;e 
sable feather had been detached frctai*- h^ 
hat, and the rippling wavei^ of the riUM^ 
tide wafted it to Caleb's feet. ThlS'Mtf 
man took it up, dried it, and placed ^Ift 
in his bosom. •- - f.»^ ^^ ^-i 

The inhabitants of WolPs- hope were ri&vt 
alarmed, and crowded to the place, sonrf^' 
on shore, and some* in boats, but t^fcf 
search availed nothing. The teriliciod^ 
depths of the quicksand, as is usual ilisuc)i 
cases, retained their prey. 



Oqr |j;i^ d]^Wl to ft coodbiMdii. The 

MwtqmJs^'A > aUcjiied at tbe fijghtfiil 

r^p^rt^ th^ iHnye ci»ftmt» a&d toinoas far 
|i|i;^ Jliii^Oiaa'^ 8»feiy, afriyed on the sijibtu^ 
quent day to looAurn bid lorn i aiid». srfter re- 
««^|l)g in Yfm a Macck for the boify^ re- 
tiuped to: £t>iiget t«hat had lia{^esied amid 
tiieJboiStte of |M^tic9 atad$Ute affiurf* 

JKfpt aoXSaleb Ba^erstone. If wod^y 
mafit.c0idd b^Fe consoled the did maD» his 
age wLS;bi^r.«{)iconded for than liU earlier 
life had ever been ; but life had^lost to faina 
its teltand its flavour. His « whole course 
of ideii^^iiisfeeUiigSf wheUiei&of pride or of^ 
^rebensioiDy of pleasure nt of pilio^. had 

2^1 aristti from hisckise eoimectioii with tJie 

* 

fmily . which was^ now . exUngiiished« He 
held vtp bis bead no longer— forsook all his 
qaoal bauat^ and roccttpations^ and se^vied 
only .tor^nd pleasure in mopeing about 
those apartmenta in the. old castle^ which 
' Ae Master nf AatVenssrabd^hsd Isst inbalitt- 
e^.^ Hecate wtbmit irefrbriiineni^^ aiad islam- 



bcred withbirt tep6se i aild, ^VEtk a M^ 
soroetiihes displayed by the cimittc race, 
hat seldom l^ Imman being^, h« |Aned 
and died within a year after the eatii 
Ifopbe ivhiefa we have naftated. 

The family of Ashtoift did not long sur« 
Vive that of Ravemwood. Sir WiUiam Ash* 

ft * 

ton survived his eldest son^ the Cdond, 
who was slain in a duel in Flanders ; and 
Heniy, by 'whom he was succeededr^died 
unmarried. Lady Ashtoii lived to the 
verge of extreme old age» the only survivor 
of the group (i£ unhappy persons, whose 
misfortunes were owing to her inqplacabi- 
lity. That she might internally fed com- 
puttctfon, and reconeile herself with heaven 
whom she bad oibnded, we will not» and 
we dare not dmy ^ but to those around 
. ber» she did not evince the sl^test symp- 
tom either of refc^itonce or remocae. Is 
all extenud appe«Miee> ahe bore the same 
bold^ haughty, unbeadiog oharactcfft whick 
she li^' ^qpteyed befioe ttese unha|^ 
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events. A splendid marble monument re- 
cords her name, titlet^ and virtues, while 
her victims remain undistinguished by tooib 
(Mr epitaph. 
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JNTRODUCTIOK 



Serjeant Mams -M^Alfin was, during hts 
residence among us, one of the mbst' ho* 
noured inhabitants of Ganderscleugh. No 
one thought of disputing his title to the^ 
great lei^em chair on the ** cosiest side 
of the chimneyi^ in thq common room of 
the Wallace Arma^ on a Saturday evei]dng; 
No less would our sexton, John Duirward^^ 
have held it an unlicensed intrusion, to tuf* 
fw any one to induct himself into the cor* 
ner of the left-hand pew nearest to the puU 
pit, which the Sei^ant regulariy occupied 
onSundayif l^iere hesat, his Uue kivalid 
imiform brushed with the most scrupoloua 
accural^. -Two medals of merit displayed 
at hk lHitlOQ4Mle| as wd) aa the empty 
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sleeve which should have been occupied 
by his right arm, were evidence of his hard 
and honourable service* His.weather-beat> 
en features, his grey hair tied in a thin 
queue in the miUtary fashion of fqrmer days» 
and the right side of his head a little turn* 
ed up, the better to ^G^tcb the sound of the 
clergyman's voice, were all marks of his 
professipn and i9fi|;iAiti^ .Bfi|i4e hi^i sftt 
bis sister Janqt, a littles n^ pld W9Bi«ft 
ynth .fi Higb|a«^4 ^iirch aiid ti^n . pj^fd, 
watching the yery looks of her broUifra,,!^ 
her the greatest pifto vpon f»rth,. .an4..«f* 

^yf^y ip«i4ng out fpr hnp» w Im .wlyvr 
^l4g[^ MWt 4b« te«^ whiclt the jwnmiiai 
gu8jt94.,<ur^9Xpoand«d. .-... 

X b$]i«ye.it wpft the .respsqt^that.wJi^Aiiu- 
^y^ljt piid to this itroi:thy vetei»i| tgr iiU 
iiyi\ks 'f» Qwd«rs6leii# whkh indmed htP 
tedmiip par village for his jroideQC«»,% 
f»<^ jvaa Jby no, mews Ms 0£jgM.iiU«iir 
li<w» ...... 

. He. had itiKn to tlie./«iik of afJOwMr 
«i^.(^«niUiei7, hyhaicd a^Yi06iniTKloii8 
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quarters cf tbe wttfid; mi was reckoued oq6 
of tfae mQst tried and trusty men of the 
Scotch Train. ^A ball, which shattered liis 
arm in a :pemii8ular>afnpaiga, at length 
proeured hira an honourable discharge, with 
an atlowanee ftom Chelsea, and a band- 
some gratiafty Trom the patriotic fhndi 
Mbiteover, Serjeant More M^Alpfn had 
been prudent as well as valiant ; and, from 
pds^money and savings, had become mas- 
tor df a small sum in the three per cent* 
cotisel^. 

'He reftr^d with the |)urpose of enjoying 
thi^ iii(k>t»e in the wild Highland ^len, in 
which, when a boy, he had herded black 
eatcle-and goats, ere the roll of the drum 
hid m4de him cobk his bonnet an inch 
^ighefrj s»id follow Its music for nearly forty 
yekr^* To his recollection, this retired spot 
wfls mipai^alleled in beauty by the richest 
acefees he had* visited in his wanderings^ 
Bven 4he Happy Vrilfey <rf Kasselas would 
l^a'^ig nixnk into nothing upon the compa- 
rison, * He cam^hfe* revisited the loved 
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iceii|e-~it wu but ast? rile f^^ sarrouiiddl 
^hh rude cngSi tpd travecs^ by « Qortb- 
^ro torrent. This was pot the wofst 
The firea had been quenched upon ihkiy 
hearths— ^of the cottage of hi» fiitbeta^he 
pQuld but distiDgui9h a few r^e ^too^rnr 
the language was almost .extiajgulshad-rrTlbe 
ancient race from which he boasted hm d^ 

.-IS.- ' • 

scent had found a refuge beyond theJ^t^ 
lantic*. One aouthland farmer, three grey- 
plaid^d shepherds, and six dogs» now te* 
nanted the whole glen, wliich in his youth 
had maintained in content, if not in com- 
pebwce, upwards, of two l^ndred inhabit 

ant3« • r : -• 

* t 

m 

In tbci hQuse ofitheinw tenairt,»S«^ 
jeant M'Alpim founds Inh^emrj ^fkntmxr 
pected source c^ pleasure, and m mefK^s of 
employing bis socjal afiecti<Hiti« . I}.is ^6f»t 
Jfanet {lad foctunately entef taiqeid s^r^r^^g 
ft pe^uasipn thatjh^. brother wpul^i ^m 
(lay ^etvm, thfit she hs^^r«;^u<ed .tQ()i{CfiQq(!. 
|)^ny h^r kinsfolks upon tMr eo^grati^ 
NMV.«be. hi^ ooM^tfi^. though ROt a#|^ 



edt ii ftelitjg oldegradation, to take serttce 
with the intruding Lowlander, who, though 
a SkxoQy she said, had proved a kind man 
to hen Tbis uilexpected meeting with his 
lifter sfeem^d a cure for all the disappoint* 
mento wMeh it had been Serjeant More'i 
}<)t to encounteri although it was not with* 
out a reltlct^nt tear that he heard tdd, al 
a Highland woman alone could tell it, Che 
story of the expatriation of his kinsmen. ^ 
She narrated at length the vain oSen 
they hsA made of advanced rent^ the pay- 
ment of which must have reduced them 
to the extremity of poverty , which they 
were yet contented to face, for permisuon 
to live and die on their native soil. Nor 
tlid, Janejt forget the portents which had 
tonounced the dcfpariure of the Celtic 
race, and the arrival of the stringers. Fbr 
two years previous to the emigfatlod, when 
the night wind bowted down the pass of 
Ballftdira^ its notes were diitkictly mddek 
led to tfae tune of, <' JEfo iiliiii IblUi,'' (we 
felutn M mbt^) wUh which iheiraiigrants 



Jhe, ilfK}Q(4h OTMW <tf. tli«:iS9CQig9 (4^^- 
^rds, and the barking of ^ir dog^ m^ete ^ 
^tep l)^acd in tb« miit <»i U)«i ^Ulp loog 

aK» of ,t)i9 Bi^vM of Uie glm in a yine^ 
liihich biXHJgdt i^cajrs ipW Udq i^ed e>!W«f 
^e y^teraq, aa4 Qf wbj^ tbiB ^rat 4^Mm 
may 1)9 tiitis ceiiiki!^— ^ 

« 

Woe, woe» son of the Lowland^y 

Whj wilt thou leave th}r bonny Bor4er ? 

'Why comest thoa hither^ distiubing the Hightlnderi 

*Waatixig tibe glenrthat tras once in fimr oider ? 

> "• 

Whaft idded to Seijeaot More Jd ^Alfna's 
itietreta upcui.the ocoasum mis, tluit iihe 
dChkf by whom tbtfl ditnge had been ef- 
iMtedf was^ by tradilion and coaimmir^u 
meoi ^eld to rspreieot the. sacieDt leaders 
•odt&tliffics of the expelled fugitives ; and 
it; . had htthorto ibeen one o£ Scrjettit 
, M^i^^ piuciiMl jal^^cts^of pode^to ptmt, 
by g^BMlogical drduetiop, in what de- 
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^OSbkfiAkM^d tie 8ti>dS to this personage. 
A wofill ^llahi^d was now wrougfit idi bil 
satittitilitits towiunds birn. 

^ f daittibt tnHti hkn/ he' sind, as hfe 
rose afeid MnMie tbrdii^gh the it>otai} %heik 
Smtt'i fiai^Mive iifas1BMtthed^<< I will «f<9t 
cuMe titte I he is the descendant and repr<s^ 
selltative of my fktbers. Btit never isbsdl 
mortet Main hear fne name his name agaM.^ 
And he kept his word ; for, until hiH d jing 
Aiy^ no mdii beard him mention his selfish 
and hard-hearted chieftain. 

After giving a day ^o sad recollectionsi 
the hardy spirit whidi had carried tnitk 
throbgh to many daiig^rsi manned the SAik 
jeAnf a bosom against tiiis crud disappoint- 
mcot. *< He wotdd go/' he said, •< to Canadti 
to his kinsfolks, whfere they had naraiNi a 
Tfanaaklaiktic valley after th« glen of f h^ 
&&ei^ Janet,'' he said^ «< should kilt h«r 
caate like a leaguer lady ; d«-^— n thedll. 
ttnoe! it was a -flea's leap to the voyages 
«id xiiiirdiea h« h^ made oha-sUgMi^ 
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. With tips piirBOse he 1^ ^ lilgMs^ 
aqd came with his aister as fw a4 Gaii<|ec(- 
cleugh, on his way to Gla^go^t to t^« ^ 
p^sDge to Citiiadiu : But winter vfm now 
s^t in, and as hq thought it advisable to 
wait for a spthig passage^ when the St I4W- 
pepcc! should be open^ he settled apiong us 
^r the few months of his stay in Britain* 
As we said before, the recqpectable old; man 
met witlji a deference and attentioo from 
all raqks of society ; and when spring rer 
turned, he. was so satisfied with his qpzr%^^^ 
tbat he did not renew the pprpos^^ of his 
voyage* Janet was afraid of the s^m j^d 
^e himself felt the infirmities of ag$ ^nd 
^ard service more than ^e had at first e^- 
pected. And, as he confessed to the^l^gy-^ 
maii> and my worthy prin9ipal, Mr, Clj^i^ 
bQtham, ^* it was better staying wit^ k^niild 
f^iefiiljs, than goipg farther, p^d fyj^fipg 

-•^"*^^ , ^ . - J. ^' • . 

He therefore estalpiished himself )^^m^ 

jnhabitaBt ,of Gande|-»cleij^» tp i\ifi gre»( 

mtisfactioo, as we have already sa{d>i Qf ^ 
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^ inhabitants, to whom he became, in re- 
«jp<fct of military intcDigcnce," and able 
commentaries upon the newspapers, ga. 
zettes, and bulletins, a very oracle, expla* 
natory of all martial events, past, present, 
or to come. 

It is true, the Seijeant had his iacon- 
sistencie?. He was a steady jacobite, hii 
father and his four uncles having been 
out in the forty-five ; but he was a no less 
steady adherent of King George, in whose 
ser\ice he had made his little fortune, and 
lost three brothers; so that you were in 
eqiial danger to displease him, in terming 
Prihce Charles, the Pretender, 6^: by saying 
any thing derogatory to the dignity of 
King George. Further, it must not be 
denied, that when the djiy of receiving his 
dividends came roubd, the seijeant was apt 
to tarry lon^ei* at the Wallace Arms of an 
evening, than was consistent with strict 
temperance, oir indeed with his worldly lia. 
terest; for upon these occasions, his compo- 
tators sometimes contrived to flatter lus par- 
tialities by singing jacobite songs, and 
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cirmking confii$k>n to Buenaparte^ and IW 
iiealtk of the DukeofWelliagtim^unfeiUI^ 
Serjeant was not only flattered ioto pajr»g 
the whole reckoiiuig,b4it occasioBally »d«- 
ced to lend small sums to his interests com- 
panions. Alter such sprays, as he called 
them^ were over^ be sieldom failed ta thank 
God, and the Duke of York, who had made 
it much more difficult fes* an old «oldiw to 
rum himself by his fotiyi thao hadl^een the 
case in his younger d^ys. :- 

• It was not oipon such occasioBs tbat I 
,niade a part of Serjeant Move M*A1]^b's 
society* But often, wfaes my l^swe vwkHA 
permit, I used to seek him, on ^diat he 
called his moming and evening ^parade, on 



which, when the Weather was fair) be ^ 
peared as regularly as if suQraio»€d by ;tack 
of drum. His morning walk was beneath 
the elms in the chmrcliy ard i ^ for deat^^" 
he said, '' had been bJ3 ne^t-door n^igfaiiour 
/or so many yearly that he had no apofogy 
for dro{qpring tbe a/oquaintaiioe^'' His esreB* 
ing . promenade w^t)n thebleaeht^gr^reeBi 
by the river aide, Mdiere he wa^.wyaetinws 



tQ be seen on an open beMch^ with spec-, 
tacles on nose, conning over the newspapers 
to acirele of village politicians^ explaining 
military terms, and aiding the comprehen- 
aion of his hearers by lines drawn on the 
ground with the end of his rattan. On 
other occasions, he was surrounded by a 
bevy of sdiooUboys, whom he sometimes 
drilled to the manual, and sometimes, with 
less approbation on the part of their pa- 
rents, instructed in the mystery of artifi- 
ti$i fire- works ; ibr in the case of public 
rqoftclngs, the serjeant was pyrotechnist 
(as the JSncydopedia calls it) to the village 
of Ganderscleugh. 

It was in his morning walk that I most 
frequently met with the veteran. And I can 
hardly yet look upon the village footpath, 
overshadowed by the row of lofty elms, 
without thinking I see his upright form ad- 
.vancii^ towards me with measured step, 
and his cane advanced, ready to pay me 
the mfiit»ry salttte— but he is dead, and 
aleepi wi^ his faitltful Janet, under the 
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third of those very trees, couxiting from the 
stile at the west corner of the churchjardi 
The delight which I had in Segeant M^- 
Alpin's conversation^ related not only to his 
own adventures, of which he had enteoun- 
tered. many in the course of a wandering 
life» but also to his recollection of nume- 
rous Highland traditions, in which his youth 
liad been instructed by his parents, and of 
which he would in after life have deemed 
it a kind of heresy to question the authen- 
ticity. Many of these related to the wars 
of Montrose, in which some of the ser* 
jeant's ancestry had, it seems, taken a dis- 
tinguished part. It has happened, that, al- 
though these civil commotions reflect the 
highest honour upon the Highlanders, being 
indeed the first occasion upon which they 
shewed themselves superior, or even equal, 
.to iheir Lowcountry neighbours in military 
encounters, they have been less commemo- 
rated among theo^ than one would have ex- 
pected, judging froib the abundance of tra- 
ditions which they have preserved upon less 
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interesting subjects* ' It was, therefore, with 
great pleasure, that I extracted from my 
military friend some curious particulars re- 
specting that time ; they are mixed with 
that measure of the wild and wonderful 
whieh beldng to the periods and the narra« 
tor» but which I do not in the least object 
to the reader treating wfth disbelief, pro- 
viding he will be so good as give iptiplicit 
credit to the naturdl events of the story, 
which, like all those which I have had the 
honour to put under his notice, actually 
rest upon a basis of truth. 



LEGEND OF MONTROSE. 



CHAPTER I. 

Such as do build their faith upon 
The holy text of pike and gim» 
Decide all controversies by 
Infallible artillery. 
And prove their doctrine orthodox, 
By apostolic blows and knocks. 

BUTI.EJU 

It was during the period of that great and 
blpody Civil War which agitated Britain 
during the $ixteenth century, that our tale 
has its c^ommencement. Scotland had as 
yet remained free from the ravages of in- 
testine war, although its inhabitants were 
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much divided in political opinions; and 
that many of them, tired of the controul of 
* the Estates of Parliament, and d isapproving 
of the bold measure which they had adopt- 
ed, by sending into England a large army 
to the assistance of the Parliament, were 
determined on their part to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of declaring for the 
King, and making such a diversion as should 
at least compel the recall of General Les- 
lie's army out of England, if.it did not re- 
cover a great part of Scotland to the King's 
allegiance. This plan was chiefly adopted 
by the northern nobility, who had resisted 
with great obstinacy the . adoption of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, and by many 
of the chiefs of the Highland clan% who 
conceived their interest and authority to 
be connected with royalty, who had be- 
sides a decided aversion to the Presbyte- 
rian form of religion, and who, finally, 
were in that half savage state of society, in 
which war is, always mofe welcome than 
peace. 
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Great conmiotioto were generally expect- 
ed to aiise from these concurrent causes j 
and the trade of incursion and depreda* 
tion, which the Scotch Highlanders at all 
times exercised upon the Low Countries^ 
began to assume a more steady, avowed^ 
and systematic form, as part of a general 
military system. 

Those at the head of afi^irs were ndt 
ini^nsible to the peril of the momenti 
and anxiously made preparations to meet 
and to repel it. They considered, how- 
ever^ with satisfaction, that no leader or 
nafn<e of consequence had as yet appeared 
to assemble an army of royalists, or even 
to direct the efforts of those desultory 
bands, whom love of plufeder, perhaps, as 
niuch as political principle, had hurried in- 
to measures of hostility. It was generally 
h(^ed that the quartering a suflScient num- 
ber of troops in the low countries adjacent 
to the Highland line, would have the effect 
of restraining the mountain chieftains j 
while the power of various barons in the 
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nortli) who had espoused the Covenant^ as, 
for example, the Earl Mareschal, the great 
families of Forbes, Leslie, and Irvine, the 
Grants, and other Presbyteriah clans, might 
counterbalance and bridle, not only the 
strength of the OgQvies and other cavaliers 
of Angus and Kincardine, but even the po- 
tent family of the Gordons, whose exten* 
sive authority was only equalled by their 
extreme dislike to the Presbyterian model. 
In the West Highlands the ruling party 
numbered many enemies ; but the power 
of these disaffected clans was supposed to 
be broken, and the spirit of their chief- 
tains intimidated, by the predominating 
influence of the Marquis of Argyle, upon 
whom the confidence of the Convention 
of Estates was reposed with the utmost 
security; and whose power in the High- 
lands, already exorbitant, had been still 
farther increased by concessions^ extorted 
from the King at the last pacification. If 
was indeed well known that Argyle was 
a man rather of political enterprise than 
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personal courage, and better calculated to 
manage an intrigue of state, than to con- 
troul the tribes of hostile mountaineers ;. 
yet the numbers of his clan, and the spirit 
of the gallant gentlemen by whom it was 
led, might, it was supposed, atone for the 
personal deficiences of their chief; and as 
th6 Campbells had already severely hum- 
bled several of the neighbouring tribes, it 
was supposed these would not readily s^ain 
provoke an encounter with a body 90 
powerful. 

Thus having at their own command the 
whole west and south of Scotland, indispu- 
tably the richest part of the kingdeim ; Fife- 
shire being in a peculiar manner their own, 
and possessing many and powerful friends 
even north of the Forth and Tay, the Scot- 
tish Convention of Estates saw no danger 
sufficient to induce them to alter the line 
of policy they had adopted, or to recall 
from the assistance of ^heir brethren of the 
English Parliament that auxiliary army of 
twenty thousand men, by means of which 

g2 
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accession of strength the King's ^arty had 
been reduced to the defensive wfe-^n in full 
career of triumph and success. ■ '-- 

The causes which moved the Conven- 
tion of Estates at this time to take such an 
immediate and active interest in the civil 
war of England, are detailed in our histo- 
rians, but may be here shortly recapitula- 
ted; They had indeed no new injury or 
aggression to complain of at the hand of the 
King, and the peace which had been made 
between Charles and his subjects of Scot- 
land had been carefully observed ; but the 
Scottish rulers Wer6 well aware that this 
peace had been extorted from the Kingi as 
well by the influence of the parliamentary 
party in England, as by the terror of their 
own arms. It is true^ King Charles had 
since visited the capital of his ancient king- 
dom, h4d assented to the new organization 
of the church, and had distributed honours 
and rewards amcmg the leaders of the party 
which had shewn themselves most hostile 

to his interests j but it was suspected that 

12 
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ditfiQctions so unwillingly conferred would 
be resumed so soon as opportunity offered. 
The low state of the English Parliament 
was seen with deep apprdiension, and it was 
concluded, that should Charles triumph by 
force of arms against his insurgent sub- 
jects of England, he would not be long in 
exacting from the Scotch the vengeance 
which he might suppose due to those who 
bad set the example of taking up arms 
against him. Such wa& the policy of the 
measure which dictated the sending the 
auxiliary army into England; and it was 
avowed in a manifesto explanatory of their 
reasons for giving this, timely and import- ^ 
^nt aid to the English Parliament. The 
English Parliament, they said, had been 
already friendly to them, and might be so 
again j whereas the King, although he Jiad 
so lately established religion among them 
according to their desires, had given them 
no ground to confide in his royal declara* 
tion, seeing' they had found his promises 
and actions inconsistent with each other. 
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••■■»■* s 

** Our conaclence/' they coDcIuded» *' and 
6od> who is greater ihdxx our conscienoe, 
beareth us record , that we aim altogether 
at the glory of God^ peace of both nations, 
and honour of the king, in suppressing and 
punishing in a legal way, of those who are 
the troublers of Israel, the firebrands of 
hell, the Corahs, the Baalams, the Doegs, 
the Rabshakehs, the Hamans, the Tobiahs, 
the Sanballats of our time ; which done, 
we are satisfied* Neither have we begun 
to use a military expedition to England as 
a mean for compassing those our pious 
ends, until all other means which we could 
think upon have failed us ; and this alone 
is left to us, tdtimum et unkum remediwi^, 
the last and only remedy." 

Leaving it to casuists to determine whe« 
ther one contracting party is justified in 
breaking a solemn treaty, upon the suspi- 
cion that in certain fntwe contingencies it 
might be infringed by Uie other, we shall 
proceed to mention two other clrcumstan- 
which had at least equal influence with 
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the Scottish rulers and nation, with any 
doubts which they entertained of the King's 
good faith. 

Hie first of these was the nature and 
condition of their army ; headed by a poor 
and discontented nobility, under whom it 
was cheered chiefly by Scottish soldiers of 
fortune, who had served in the German 
wars until they had lost almoisft all distinc- 
tion of political principle, and even of 
country, in the adoption of the mercenary 
faitdi, tfasita soldier's principal duty was fide- 
lity to the state or sovereign from whom he 
received his pay, without respect either to 
the justice of the quarrel, or to their own 
connection with either of the contending 
parties. To men of this stamp, Grotius 
applies the severe character — NvUum vike 
genus est improbins, qicam eorum, qui sine 
causa respeciu mercede condncti, militant 
To these mercenary soldiers, as well as 
to the needy gentry with whom they were 
mixed In command, atid who ea^y im- 
bibed the same opinions, the success of 
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the late short invasion of Eogland in 16^*1 
was a sufficient reason for renewing so pro- 
fitable an experiment The good pay. and 
free quarters of England had made a feel- 
ing impression upon tb^ recollection of 
these military adventurers, and the pros- 
pect of again levying eight hundred and 
fifty pound a>day, came in place of all ar* 
gumentSi whether of state or of morality. 

Another cause no le$s inflamed the minds 
of the nation at large, than the tempting 
prospect of the wealth of ^England anima- 
ted the soldiery. So much had been, writ- 
ten and said on either side concerning the 
£dnB of church government, that it had 
become a matter of infinUely more con- 
sequence in the eye^ of the multitucle than 
the doctrines of that gospel which both 
churches had embraced. The Prelatists 
and Presbyterians of the more violent 
kind became as illiberal as the Papists, and 
-would scarcely allow the possibility of sal- 
vation beyond the pale of their respective 
Churches. It was in vain remarked to these 
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zealots, that had the Author of our holy 
religion considered any peculiar form of 
church government as essential to salva- 
tion, it would have been revealed with the 
same precision as under the Old Testament 
dispensation. Both parties continued as 
violent as if they could have pleaded the 
distinct commands of Heaven to justify 
their intolerance. Laud, in the days of 
his domination^ had fired the train, by at* 
tempting to impose upon the Scottish peo- 
ple church ceremonies foreign to their 
habits and opinions. The success with 
\)^hich this had been resisted, and the Pres- 
byterian model substituted in its place, 
had endeared the latter to the nation, as the 
cause in which they had triumphed. The 
Solemn League and Covenant, adopted with 
such zeal by the greater part of the king- 
dom^ and by them forced, at the sword's 
point, upon the others, bore in its bosom, 
as its principal object, the establishing the 
dbirtrine and discipline of the Presbyterian 
church, ^nd the putting down all error and 
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heresy j and having attained for their own 
country an establishment of this golden 
candlestick, the Scots became liberally and 
fraternally anxious to establish the same 
in England. This they conceived might be 
easily attained by lending to the Parlia- 
ment the effectual assistance of the Scot- 
tish forces. The Presbyterians, a numerous 
and powerful party in the English Parlia- 
ment, had hitherto taken the lead in oppo- 
sition to the King ; while the Independents 
and other sectaries, who afterwards, under 
Cromwell, resumed the power of the swprd, 
and overset the Presbyterian model both in 
Scotland and England, were as yet con- 
tented to lurk under the shelter of the 
wealthier and more powerful party. The 
prospect of bringing to a uniformity the 
kingdoms of England and Scotland in dis- 
cipline and worship, seemed therefore as 
fair as it was desirable. 

The celebrated Sir Henry Vane, one of 
the commissioners who negociated the alli- 
ance betwixt England and Scotland, saw the 
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force which this bait had upon the spirits 
of those with whom he dealt ; and although 
himself a violent Independent, he contri-* 
ved at once to gratify and to elude the ea- 
ger desires of the Presby terians, by quaS- 
fying the obligation to reform the Church 
of England, as a change to be executed 
'* according to the word of God, and the 
best reformed churches." Deceived by their 
own eagerness, themselves entertaining no 
doubts on the Jus Divinum of their own 
ecclesiastical establishnlents, and not hold* 
ing it possible such doubts could be held 
by others, the Convention of Estates and 
the Kirk of Scotland conceived, that sueh 
expressions necessarily inferred the esta* 
blishment of Presbytery j nor were they 
undeceived^ until, when their help was no 
longer needful, the sectaries gave them to 
understand, that the phrase might be as 
well applied to Independency, or any other 
mode of worship, which those who were at 
the head of affairs at the time might cour 
sider as agreeable ** to the word of God, 
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and the practicex>f the re&nhed^churcbesw'' 
Neither were they less astonished to find, 
that the deaigns of the English sectaries 
struck against the monarchial constitution 
of Britain, it having been their intention 
to reduce the power of the king, but by no 
means to abrogate the office. They fared, 
however, in this respect, like rash phjrsi- 
oians, who commence by over- physicking a 
patient, until he is reduced to a state of 
weakness, from which cordials are after- 
wards unable to recover him. 

But these events were yet in the womb 
of futurity. As yet the Scottish Parlia- 
ment held their engagement with Eng^ 
land consistent with justice, prudence, and 
piety, and their military undertaking seem- 
ed to succeed to their very wish. The 
junction of the Scottish army with those 
of Fairfax and M^^nchester, enabled the 
Parliamentary forces to besiege York, and 
to fight the desperate action of Long- 
Marston Moor^ in which Prince Rupert 
and the Marquis of Newcastle were de- 
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feated. The Scottish auxiliaries^ indeed, 
had less of the glory of this victory than 
their countrymen could desire. David 
Leslie, with their cavalry, fought bravely, 
and to them, as well as to Cromwell's bri- 
gade of Independents, the honour of the 
day belonged ; but the old Earl of Leven, 
the covenanting general, was driven out of 
the field by the impetuous charge of Prince 
Rupert, and was thirty miles distant, in 
fuU flight , towards Scotland, when he was 
overtaken by the news that his party had 
gained a complete victory. 

The absence of these troops, upon tfait 
crusade for the establishment of Presbyte- 
rianisfn in England, had considerably dimi- 
nislied the power of the . Convention of 
Estates in Scotland, and had given rise to 
those agitations among the anti-covenan- 
ters, which we have noticed at the begin- 
niDg of this chapter. 
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CHAPTER II. 

His mother could for him m cradle set 
Her husband's rusty iron corsdet ; 
Whose JanglxQg sound could hush her babe to rest, 
That never plamed of his uneasy nest ; 
Then did he dream of dreary wars at hand, 
And woke, and fought, and won, ere he could stand. 

Hall's Satires. 

It was towards the dose of a summer's 
* evening, during the anxious period which 
we have commemorated, that a young gen- 
tleman of quality, well mounted and armed, 
and accompanied by two servants, one of 
whom led a sumpter horse, rode slowly up 
,one of those steep passes^ by which tb^ 
Highlands are accessible from the Lowlands 
of Perthshire. Their course had lain for 
some time along the banks of a lake, whose 
deep waters reflected the crimson.beams of 
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the western sun. The broken path which 
they pursued with some difficulty, was in 
some places shaded by the ancient birches 
and oak-trees, and in others overhung by 
fragments of huge rock. Elsewhere, the 
hill, which formed the northern side of thiis 
beautiful sheet of water, arose in steep, but 
less precipitous acclivity, and was arrayed 
in heath of the darkest purple. In present 
times, a scene so romantic would have been 
judged to possess the highest charms for 
the traveller ; but those who journey in 
days of doubt and dread, pay little atten- 
tion to picturesque scenery. 

The master kept, as often as the wood 
permitted, abreast of one or both of his 
domestics, and seemed earnestly to con- 
verse with them, probably because the dis- 
tinctions of rank are readily set aside 
among those who are made to be sharers 
of common danger. The dispositions of 
the leading men who inhabited this wild 
country, and the probability of their taking 
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part in tbe political convulsioDS that were 
800Q expected^ were the subjects of their 
cpnyersatioQ. 

They had not advanced above half way 
up the lake^ and the young gentleman was 
pointing to his attendants the spot where 
their intended road turned northward^ 
and leaving the verge of the loch, ascended 
a ravine to the right* hand) when they dis- 
covered a single horseman coming down 
the shore, as if to meet them. The gleadi 
of the sun-beams upon his head-piece and 
corslet showed that he was in armour^ and 
the purpose of the other travellers reqtiired, 
that he should not pass unquestioned. <<We 
must know who he is," said the young gen- 
tleman, f* and wjiither he is going." And 
putting spurs to his horse, he rode forward 
as £ist as the rugged state of the road 
would permit, followed by his two attend- 
ants, until he reached the point where the 
road along the side of the lake was inter- 
sected by that which descended from the 
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ravine, secoripg thus against the possibilitj 
of the strangier eluding tbeoi, by turning 
into the latter road before they came up 
with him. 

The single horseman had mended hi^r 
pace, when he first observed the three ri- 
ders advance rapidly towards him ; but 
when he saw them halt and form a front, 
which completely occupied the path*, he 
checked his horse, and advanced with great 
deliberatio^n ; so that each party had an op« 
portunity to take a full survey of each other. 
The solitary stranger was mouhted upon^ 
an able horse, fit for military service, and 
for the great weight which he had to carry^ 
and his rider occupied bis demipique, or 
w^arfSaddle, with an air that showed it was 
his familiar seat* He had a bright bur- 
nished . head-piece, with a plume of fBa^ 
thers, together wjth a cuirass, thick enough 
to resist a muskd>ball, with a back-piece 
of lighter materials. These defensive arms 
he wore over a buff jerkin, along with a pair 
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t>f gauntlets or steel-gloves, the tops of 
-which reeched up to his elbow, and which, 
iike the rest of his armour, were of bright 
steeL At the front of his military saddle 
'hung a case of pistols, &r beyond the ordi- 
^ nary size, nearly two feet in length, and 

carrying bullets of twenty to the pound. 
A buff-belt, with a bfoad silver buckle, 
sustained on one side a Icmg straight dou- 
ble-edged broad-8Word» with a strong guard, 
and a blade calculated either to strike or 
.push« On the right side hung a dagger of 
about eighteen inches in length ; a shod- 
der-beltsustained at his baek a musquettoon 
or blunderbuss, and was crossed by a ban- 
delist contttning his charges of ammuni- 
tion. Thigh-pieces <rf* steel, then termed 
tasletflf, met the tops of his huge jack-boots, 
and completed the equipage of a welikacm* 
ed troqper of the period. 

The appearance of the horseman him- 
self corresponded well with his auUti^ 
equipsge^ to which he had the air of having 



been long iimr ed« He vms alxMre the mtd^ 
die size, and of strength sufficient to bnr 
mih ease the weight of his weapons, oflen* 
sive and delfi^nsive. His age might be forty 
and upwards, and his countenance waa 
that of a resolute weather-beaten veteran, 
\rho had seen many fields^ and brought 
away in token more than one scan At 
the distance of about thirty yards he halt* 
ed and atood fast, raised himself on hit 
stirrups, as if to reconnoitre and ascertain 
the purpose of the opposite fmrty, and 
brought his musquettoon under his right 
Arm, ready for use, if occasion siiould re*> 
quire it* In every thing but numbers, he 
had the advantage of those who seemed 
iadine^ to interrupt his passage* 

The leader of the party was, indeed^ 
wefl mounted and clad in a buii^coat/dcb- 
' ly embroidered, the half military dress of 
the period ; but his domestics had only: 
•oarse jackets of a thick felt, which could 
•eai^e be. expected to Uim the edge of a 



ooie of idNn hid wy ^sw^poAft mn^^f^mmfii 
their attBiiclMit«k dlniirg ^Immo divtiirbtfl 

WJmo ttey.btd tiWNi f t 9M!9 ^r, aliftfil 
a miAate, the younger g/tmldiMm ^?e.fth«» 
dlaHeageiriMch. w/M <tli<m. cpvunw. in the 
atautk of att. atiiiigrrn «|io mol itt: wck 
tireu«BtiMc< ** Fob whom aie y«m ^ 
■ ** TM aie fir^" atmvwctdi the JoWioik 
^ jfor whoM are you ?>--4he strongest, |agt|E 
should epak fiat." 

. *« We areJar God and King Gkuit0f 
jBMworod the tot sperineau.*** Now tett yow 
jfiu:lioB» jun know cur's ?" 

« I am for God and apy standard^**' wk 
8W«red >thc single horseoiao* 

**i Andfor: whida standard?" rapUed Ih* 
ofaie£ of the otiier parfcyT''' CMraliw >«r 
aoiaidfaei4 fiing oa Gaitmatii^i" i 

** By 4B>y trotfi» sii^-^ aaaarered thfr soMiitf » 
«r..I mndd be. letk-to tegiif to yOb.irtUKaaL 
untruth, as a thii^ uabeooniog «4«amliei 
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9i fyttmtt mA 8 8oUiw« But to Mmw 
your query witii befiwmtng verMityy it ia 
neoesiftry I AofM ayndf ha^e reMlved, to 
iriaar of the pieseat diviiioM of the kiay^ 
dem i shall iMffittdy adheie, bring ar 
mattaf wImmo my mted ia not aayet pce» 
eecaely aieertainiftL^ 

^' I shMiA ha«e thought,'' anBwened Uto 
geotleman, «* tfait» when loyekQr and lett-^ 
gton era at ati^ no genHemaai oi aao 
of honour ooqU' be long in ohnaing hki 
pmy« 

«< Truly» sir;' replied die tfeoeper^ "^ if 
ye speak tUarin- Ae way of vitapecation» 
ai-aieafiung to impi^ my bonour or gfm» 
teelity» I would Uytbely put tlfQ same to 
iaBue» ventiicingin that quarrel with my sin- 
^ person againat yon three. But tf yoia 
speak- it in the way of logical n^oeioation, 
wbilk I have studied in my youth at the 
Mareschal^College of iUi)erdeen^ lam aeady 
to prove to ye bgki^ that my reaolation to 
dtfilri^ftir.a eertam seaaon, the teking up- 
on jw eitfattr o£ these quands^ not only be^^ 

8 
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eometh me as' a gentleman and a n^an t/f 
honour, but also as a person of sense and 
prudence, one imbued with humane let^ 
ters in his early youtli, and whd/ from' 
thenceforward, has followed the wars litw 
der the banner of the invincible GustaTUt^ 
the Lion of the North, and under many 
other heroic leaders, both Lutheran ahd 
Calviiiist, Papist and Armini^h.'* 
' After exchanging a word or two ^itfc 
his domestics, the younger gentliiman re- 
plied, <* I should be glad, sir, to have some 
aonVersation with you upon m interesting 
a question, and should be proud if I caYi 
determine you in favour of the cause 1 
have myself espoused. I rkle this evetiing 
lo a friend*s house not thnee miles distant, 
whither, if you chuse to accompany me, 
you shall have good quarters for the night, 
and free permission to take your own road 
in the morning, if you then fed no incE- 
mtion to join with us.*^ V 

•* Whose word am I to take Ibr thii 1^ 
answered the cautious soldi!er<~<< A 



/ % 
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Mu^. k&Qw Jus guanDtoe, or he may fall 
|iitp^O;ainbqscftde.'' ) 1 

** I am ealled/' answered the yoonger 
sti:a%er, <^the Earl . of Meateitb» add, I 
trusty ypii will reoeive; my l^ooour as a su& 
fic^e^t security." 

";.A wortliy no\i\^tAnn/' answered th« 
aolilier^ ** ,whose parole is not to be doubts 
ed«'^ With que motion he replaced hit 
igamq^e^ttoofl at his back, w>d with another 
]nade« h|s military salute to the young no* 
bleoHm» and continuing to. talk as he rode 
fcMTward to join him— **^*Andy I trusty'' said 
h^ ^ my pwm assurwce, that I will be 
km, cofiiaf^ada tp your lordship in peace ot 
in perilt during the tiqae we shall abide 
tc^eth^r, will not be altogether vilipend- 
ed in these doubtful times, when, as they 
say, a man's, head is safer in a ^teel-cap 
t^n in ^ marble palace." 

. •* . I assure you, sir," said Lqr d Men* ^ 
teitfa^ <^tbat, to judge from your appear* 
ancej^ I most highly value t^e ,ad^«|itage 
cjf your escort ; butt I trusti; we s^i hwt 
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tio. oeammk tm mf ttwemk^^^yAsa^^ ^ 
I expect to conduct you to gdotf aod 
firiendty qiwften;^' ' 

, <^Oood qoftrtersi my tord^*' replied Iii6 
sddieTt '* are always acwj^fcable^ and are 
only to be postponed to good pay or godft 
booty, nfrt to mention the honour of a da* 
valier; or the needful pmnts of commsmd* 
ed duty. And trilly, my iMd, your nobicf 
profer is not the less wdcome, in tiiatl 
Icoew not preceesety i^iis night i«4iere i 
aiki my.poor companion (patting his' httrae) 

« 

vccc to find lodgmertts.'' ^ 

*. '« May I bb permitted ^ adc, tbe%^ 
said Lord Menteith, ^ to whom I have Ae 
good fortune to stand quarter* master ?^ 

- ^ ^ Truly, my lord/' said 'the trooper, 
^ my name is DsSgetty-^BugalcT Dalgetty, 
i(itt-maate» Dugsad Datgetty of Dnnn^ 
thwad^et, at ycmr honourable service tor 
command. It is a natme you may have 
seen yi OaBorB^cus, the SwedkU Intd^ 
l^gmeer^ or, if you read iHigb-Dutch, id 
the FUegeHe^ Mereeur of. L^ipsic. My 
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fiit&er, fir|rIoyd» hmiog 1^ vmikwHb^^ 
reductod a £mi pttnMngr io « non^iitkyt 
J had mr better shifty vheo I wu eightwo 
3ficar94UiM» thm to ewrjr tibe bwmiog wUik 
i'Jmd Acquired at . the Maroiehal-Ci^egc 
of Abjerdeen, my gentle bluid and design 
nation of Drumthwacket, togetfaier with a 
fok e£ staiwarth arni% ai^ Icigs confo^^ 
«0 Hat Qmmm imhts, Itere to pnh my 
way as a eavafier of jfoitime. My linrdlj 
ioy.tegs amd arms atood me in more sttad 
fiaxik. i^tAstt tny gen^ kin or iay hfxkw 
lear^ and I found myself trailing a pika 
aa a private gentleman under old Sir Lu* 
dtinriric ijeslie, where I teamed the rules 
o' senme twe tightfy, Uiat IwiH notfiH^ 
fliam IB a fawiy. Sk; I have hte& made to 
atai^ guard e^t hours^ being from twelve 
at &oon to eigtit o'clock of the night, at 
tiie palaoe, armed with back and breast, 
bead-piece and bracelets, being ii^n to the 
teethb in a bitter frost, and the ioe was as 
bard as ever was ffint \ and all for sihoppiog 
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ftii iattant to wpenk to' my Utndl^dy^ vihlsa 
I should have goine to fi^caH." 

** And doubtless, «r,'^ replied Lord Men^ 
leith)*<< you have gooe through some hot 
tervicef as well as this same cold duty jba 
talk of P' 

<* Sureiy> my lord» it doth not bec6m« 
me to speak; but he that hath seen the 
ields of Leiptic and of Lutseo, may be 
mU to have seefi pitched battles. AAd 
tone who hath witnessed the iataking of 
|^iikfort» and Spanhetm* and Nuremberg^ 
tttd so fortb> should know something about 
leaguersi storms, on^ughts and oUt&lls.* 

<^ But your merit, sir, and experieiioe» 
^ere, doubtless, followed by promotion^**' 

^ It came slow, my lord, dooms slow^** 
replied Dalgettyj ** but as my Scottiah 
eountrymen, the fathtrs of the war, and 
the raisers of those valorous Scottish r^^. 
gilnents that wer6 the dread of Germany, 
began to fall pretty thick, what with pesti^ 
leniee and what with the sword, why wei 
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i^tmr d»Idreii, 9HCceede4 to^tlnHf inherit* 

ance. Sir^ I was six* years first p^iva^ 

gentleman of th^ compsixiyi aiul three; yeais 

Japce-speisafle } disdaialng to receive a h^)* 

If&tU as iH)hecoming ,my^ birth. Wher#^ 

X was ultimately; promoted tO' be a fnhti- 

^d^ragger^ as the High Diitch call It, (which 

.«j^ijfiea an anc^eQt). in the King's Leif Re* 

.girneni; of Bhick-Horsff %nd thereaft^* I 

ACQSe to.be UeiU;ennaiQt an4 ntt-mast^, .iii^ 

.<ler thast invincible monarch,: the bulwarjc 

of the Frpte^tant faith» the Lion of the 

North, the terror of Austria, Gustavus the 

vict^jriQt^s*" ..:. A 

, M And yet,. if I understand yotu,.C2iptaip 
I)yilgeUy,-T-I think, tihat rank op^respondja 
y^ith your for^gn title ,of rit^^m^ster, ■ ■ ■ 7 
. /* The sftme grado precee^ely^'f answer 
^ Dalgetty ;. ^< ritt^mait^r signifying \u 
terally; file-leaden? ^ 

" I was observing,"^ continued > Lgupfl 
M^nteith, ^* that^^ if I* understood yii|i 
nght, you had left the service of this 0:€M|t 
Prince/' 

H £ 
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'»^I(r was flAer ^s deMib^it^^w liller 
life deaft, sir,'* said Dalgetty/ «^ wktto t 
'^as lA tao flllap«i btmnft! fb coiilhiiie tdkie 
-adherence. There arei^ags, 'toy MMi ^ 4ti 
^4!iat service, that cannot but go against iSik 
"irtomath of any cavdier of lionouf. Jki 
especial, albeit )lie pay be none df "tike 
ttost superabundant, being only ab«Hit*i. 
ty dollars a nonAi to -a ritt-timster, yet 
-Hie inviociMe Gnsmvus ntiver paid above 
one-^iird of that sum, whHk was ddMri- 
biited monthly by v^y of kian ; although, 
when justly considered^ ft was, in £sefc;'a 
borrowing by that great monarch of* the 
additional two-lhirdfs which were due lo 
the sioldier. And I ha^e seen sotne whole 
regiments of -Dutch and HcAsteiners mti- 
tiny OB the ^Id of battle, like base teid- 
4ioBS, crying oUtGelt, gelt, signifying their 
desire of pay, instead of falling to bk^Ws 
Kke our ttobie Scotch ' blades, who ever 
disdained, my lord, -postponing of honow 
%> filthy lucre/' 

♦« But were not these arrears,*' 



Mmi^, M4m4 to ilie MUiwy al Hiiie 
lrtiilf^{i«ticidr 

../< My teid»" amd Daigetfyi '' I tske.it 
Diiffl9|r eaoK:ieQ$e> tlti^at lio period^ md 
Igr 110 potfSble (iroeeM, coukl doe emBtim 
^ftbemever berecDveied. I»jidfii««er 
Miw iwoitgr. daUars of x^ ew A aII ^he time; 
I aermi tbe. inviacabte Ou8taYU% iinless.it 
«as fDHfH tbe ciiaiiM of a.stoiw« or iric« 
tor/t ^ tbe fi^biog m aame txfmn or 
4f)pf!p# Yhn a, caviUer cf fbrtobe^ who 
koom tibe vmgeoi wacs, aeUoQ) fieuletii to 
makje sofmKstDall profit." 
,4 ^^ I beffsk rftfcber ta wonder» sir/' .said 
J^iwd Meiitdtb, ^^ tliAt you sbodd iiave 
IHiiittQ^ so long IB the Sw^dirii aenoqs* 
^aa ibat you shmiki bave ultimately with* 
drawn 6aom it." 

^Ifeidier I lAonld," answered tl^ rHt* 
master ; << but that great leader, captaip, 
iuad l^ing, the Uon of Uie Npitht and the 
bulwark %£ the Proteatatit jkitb, had a 
imsfdi wiAning battles^ takiag towns* omr* 
tiXBsmmg €OWilar|0B» aod levying costaibu. 



tioai^ jnrhilk inaide bis sMwce iriftas^jr 
dd£ctable to all true-bced cavidm^ wlra 
fi41ow the noble pro&swm of »«i& - £to- 
pifit a3 I ride hei^ my Lord, IA«ira mf9^ 
coQimaiided the wh^ «tifl^ of Duokleipy 
01^ the Louver Rhine^ occupying tiiePtts^ 
gi|ure'9 palace, eovwmiq; hb ctoioe wilier 
with my comf ades^ calliiig ia contdbotiooi 
reQuisiiioos, and caduac^ andiiot^Htinglto 
iek my fingers, as. became a good' copk« 
But tndy all tbis glocy basleBed' to deeayi 
after our great miesrter l^d bew sIk^ mlb 
three bullets on the field of Lataen ; wbare^ 
foroy findipg that Fortttiie had ohio^d 
aideSf that the barrMtriings imd lendingk 
)pia9t on/^ before out of our pajr^ wfaHo 
thcicadtu^ add casualties were aU GQt:o£^ 
I e'eo gave up my ^comoiission, zud-Uxk 
mvice iwith Wallen$tein ia Walter Buttex^s 
Iriab raiment*"' : * 

fVAud may I beg to know of ysm/ m4 
Ldcd Meiiteitlv apparently iaterttted la 
the ad veirtttres of thia . soldier . ai fartmoi 
<* hoir..you liked tbk ehangerof masttai! 



1? 
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«< Iffcdifti^iii mfl},'' said the Captain^ 
'^"my ioiiferent well. I cannot 937 timt 
the 'Bmpeimr paid much better tbaa the 
gmat <3uttairiis. For hbrd knodcs^ :w^ had; 
plenty of tbeaa ^ I vims often obl^ed to> tvLn ^ 
iB^bead agaimt joiy^ddacquaintaiices^ Iha 
Swedish feathers^ ivhilk your hononc muet 
eaaeeitre to be donble^poiivted stakes^ iftod 
^rt^^ron at each ead, uid planted beforie 
the squad, of pikes to prevent an iniali of 
the ^wmkty. The wbUk Swedish feathers^ 
although the J l(K)k gay to* the eye, resem* 
bling the abn^ or lesa^ trees of an ibrest, 
as tte ^puissant, pikes, anrai^^ in battaliv 
bekind them, eorcespond to ^e tall pinw 
thereof^ yet^ ne^m^lheitess,. are not alk^e* 
ther so soft to encounter as the pluinage 
of a geose« Howbett, in despite of heary 
blows and Ugbt pay, a cavaiter of fortune 
may thrive indifferently well in the iaipe^ 
nai service, Jnrmpect bis private casuahiea 
are nolhii^ so clpsely looked to as by the 
Sweden imdeo^tmn efficerdid hisiluty 
on tfae.iBid» iieitbtr WaUeniteki nor Bip» 



feAmm, noif tM TiUy bifae IkikBEi, 4MM4 
Kkelj UsteQ lo the o fcpi iga tk ias n6f -ImpIS 
or bwffacSn i^ndtany' ooaiiMator or lofe 
Aadaly|r wbon tbeyicbaiMsedte to»oloeirinl 
rtmgl y ahgfm So thitata eqpwitee«€b«i^ 
viiKef » knowing tow to Jagr^ os <Mr Sooltiati 
l^rasQ jrwMt ' the hMd^of theMir ta4lii9:la9 
tf I3le grieo,' miglit 9^ m% of tbe^comfe^ 

iaajpoiiof.'' 

« <</Wtih;8 liitt:faAii4 «c, .d0ttb|la8%- and 

« ^ Indttbitabl]^ any ImA," mnwoicl Bdp> 
gatty^ cooijpaia«Uy j ^« far it watiM .J» 
doubly diagtmoaf id for My soUMd c^iHN^ 
to liave ltt9^ name caflad tfi/<pieiti0a'fi» apy 
petty delinqueacy**' 

^^« And pimy^ mr,^^ Aaoatmiad LaoitMen- 
teidi^ <<>ahat made y^a leave so gaiaiial a 
iai^ce^'. . .. ' 

< ^ Wksff tnily, afa-t'' annmiDed tho^ aoL 
djjttr. f< an Irkh eaMalier, ealjad O'Qaiip 
lig^,» beiag su^ of oar^wgimentt aaid 
i Mwig liad m^rds nitb hiai 4iie*4ii9ht 
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dAQfdb ^ ouv S0i«ffal AiKtUmsy it plieased 
Mm ^tiie Meet cby to deiivw hie ordmi tft 
IM wilii iim poittt (tf kis liattMO ad^aniMtt 
iUd iicild ido^i ioM^ of dftdiidng aiid 
inriifiiig the Moie^ m is tile fluhkn dom a 
fsdHifteoui^ eMdttmmiiiig officer towitiite his 
^vtA in YMky thotigh, it may be, hi* infei 
rior^ taSSkaLf^ grade. Upon Ms quttfr^l^ 
sir, we fought in private rencontre ; and 
ats, in ttle ^^erqiliiitions wkleh f<^oWed, it 
{deased Walter Btitkor, onr Obef st or edoi- 
Be], to give the lighter panlshttieiit to bis 
eountry man and the heavier to rtie, where^ 
opon ili-atoiiiaehtng such p^tiaKfy, I ex* 
eteaged nqr aOmmisi^olai £>f one under the 
Spaniard." 

«^I<^bdpe you fom^ jrourself bMtet off 
hf tHe diange f' said Lord Menteith^ • : 

^« In good sooth^** answered the 9At^ 
urnster, ^^ I had* but iHUe to coftiplain of. 
^tie pay was some#hat regular, being ftut 
«i^d by the ridh Ftemkigs and Wallooift 
"^^the^iJowCoaiitiy. 1^^ quarters wei« 
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excellent ;. the good wbeaten loaires of ith4 
Fl^nings were bettei- than the Proyant ifp^ 
bread of the Swede* and Hhenish wioe .wa9 
more plenty with us thim ever I daw ^ 
black beer of Rostock in Gu8tavus!s cap^p, 
Service there was none* ^ duty there vrap 
}it|;Ie ; and that little we might do^ pr l&kYt 
undone, at our pleasure ; an excellenj^ r^ 
ireipipat for a cavalier somevrh^it weary. <^ 
field and leaguer*, wiio had purchased wi^ 
bis bloodfaSfmuch honour as inijrlH serve 
his tuTD* and was desirouis of a litUe eass 
and good living,*' . . ,t 

" And ipay I ask**^ said Xqrd Meo^il^^ 
•• why you, Gaptaip, being. b» I nnp^ufi^ 
in the situation )Kou describe*, reliised'ftfii^ 
the Spanish service also ?" 

*^ You are to o^mstder^jny l4ird*.tba1i your 

Spatuard*" replied Captain Dalgetty* ^< is^ 

pN»*9on altogether unparalleled in bis own 

conceit* wherethrough he makethnot &j9(8p 

mmnt of such foreign cavaliers. of valour. fs 

are pleased tp take service with him. And .a 

galling thing it is.to every honourable seL 
7 - 
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dado to be put "^siile, and postponed, and 
obliged to yield preference to every puffing 
signior/ who, Were it the question which 
should first mount a breach at push of pike, 
might be apt to yield willing place to a 
Scottish cavalier. Moreover, sir, I was 
pricked in conscience respecting a matter 
of religion." 

^* I should not have thought, Captain 
Dalgetty, that an old soldier, who had 
changed service so often, woujd have been 
too scrupulous on that head." 

*' No more I am, my lord," said the Cap« 
tain, « since I hold it to be the duty of tht 
chaplain of the regiment to settle those mat- 
ters for jo^, und every other brave cavalier, 
inasmuch as he does nothing else tliiitlknoW 
for his pay and allowances. But this was 
i partifeular case> my lord, a maus impr^ 
musy as I may say; in wbilk I had no chap« 
lain of my own persuasion to act a^ my 
adviser. I found, in short, that although 
toy being a Protestant might be wiaked at; 
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in res|>ect that Twas a man of action, auid 
haJi aiore experience than all the Dons in 
<Aur tertid put togethtf, yet, when in gaiA 
«bn, h was expected I should g;o to mass 
with the regiment. Now, my lord, as t 
true Scottish man, and educated atiiie Bfi^ 
mschal College of .Alierdeen, I was bound 
to uphold the mass to be an acit of blinded 
fapistry and uttier idolatry, whilk 1 wasf al- 
together unwilling to homologate t^ my 
jpresfenee* True it is, liiat i* consulted on 
tiie point with a woithy eountrymmn irf'my 
ewn^ one Father ^FatsideB^ of the Seottoh 
CSm^Bt'in Wnrtzbinrg^«iii«~i 

^ And i iiope,'* clmrved lucM Mentdtiii 
^ you obtained a clear 'b]^ikiott frma iSie 
{^ostly ffl^er ?* 

• * As ctear aa it eoidd foe/^ xepiMiDap* 
tain Hi^gecty, *^ ccmsidering we had drank 
fA% flasks of Rhenilbj and about two mnteh& 
kins of Kirch^sn-wasser. Father Fatsides in* 
limned me, that, as nearly as he could judge 
iBk a heretic like myself, it signified not 



miick ivrJi9tb«r J wedt to mass om»t» socu 
ing my eterind perdition was signed anA 
sealed at any rate, in reject of my impe<- 
nitent and obdurate .perseverance in my 
dajunsible heresy. Being discoumged by 
this response^ IjqppUed to a Dutch paytor 
.of the reformed church, who told me» he 
thought I might btwfuUy go to mass, in re- 
spect thftt the prophet permitted Naaman, 
fL oiig^ty man of valour and.im hooounu 
Ji^le icavalier of Syriot to follow his master 
into the, house of RiiQmon» a false god, or 
^oh to ^b0m he .had vowed service, and 
to boW down when the. king was leaning 
upon^ hisiiand. Bat neither was this woh 
swer sattifactory to. me, both because th#r€ 
/was an nncQ difference between an anoinfe- 
«d King, of Syria and our Spanish colonel^ 
mhim 1 could have blown away Uke the 
peeling of an ingan, and chiefly because I 
coold not find the* thing was required of 
me by way of the articles of war ; neithel: 
was I|>roflSsred any comideration, eitb^ 
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in perquisite or pay, for tbe wrong I m^fat 
thereby do to my conscience." 

•* So you again changed your service ?* 
aaid Lord Menteith. « 

«* In troth did I, my lord ; and after trj*- 
ing for a short lime two or three other 
powers, I even took on for a time with 
their High Mightinesses the States of Hoi* 
land/' 

<* And how did their service jump with 
your humour ?" ag^in demanded kis coflOi 
paniom 

<< Of my lord,'' said the soldier in a 
sort of enthusiasm, << their behaviour on 
pay-day might be a pattern to all Europs 
-^no borrowings, no lendings, no ofitets^ 
&o arrears,-— all balanced and paid like a 
banker's book. The quarters, too, are ex- 
cellent, and tbe allowances uncbalIeoga» 
able ; but then^ sir, they are a preceese, 
scrupulous people, and will alk)w nothiog 
for peccadilloes. So. that if a boor con* 
plains of a broken head; or a beer^seller of a 
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broken catf» or a daft wench does but squeak 
loud enough to be heard above her breathy 
a soldier of honour shall be dragged, not 
before his own court-martial» who can bert 
judge of and punish his demeritsi but be* 
fore a base mechanical burgo-master, who 
shall menace him with the rasp-housci the 
cordi and what not, as if he were one of 
their own mean, amphibious, twenty-breech« 
ed boors. So, not being able to dwd« 
longer among those ungrateful plebeians, 
who, although unable to defend themselves 
by their proper strength, will nevertheless 
allow the noble iforeign cavalier who en- 
gages with them nothing beyond his dry 
wages, which no honourable spirit will put 
in competition with a liberal licence and 
honourable countenance, I resolved to leave 
the service of the Mynheers. And hearing 
at this time, to my exceeding satisfaction^ 
that there is something to be doing this 
summer in my way in this my dear native 
eountry, I am come hither, as they say, 
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like a beggar to a bridal, in order to giW 
ipy loving eotratrymeii the advantage of 
that experience whkfa I bav^ acquired itt 
ffireign parts* So your Twdihfp has an out- 
line of my brief story, excepting those pas- 
sages of action in the fieldi in teaguers, 
Btorms^and oiislaDgIitB,whiik wofuld be wte- 
risoflie to narrate, and might, peridven- 
ture, better befit any other tongue tiian 



imne own. 
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CHAPtER lU. 

For iJetB of zighi let BHttismcn roc tbeir hifA, 
Battle's my business^ and my gaerdon bread ; 
And^ -witb the isworded'Switzer^ I can say^ 
Hie beat of caoflea is the belt of pay. 

DOKVE. 

Th£ difficulty atid naiTowness of ttie 
road bad by this time become sucli as to 
interrupt the conversation df the travel- 
lersi and Lord Meiiteitbf reining bac^ his 
hoarse, held a moment's private conversa- 
tion with his ^mestic^* The Captain, who; 
now led the yau of the party, aftor about 
a qutfter of a mile's slow and tmlsoaae ad^ 
vapce up a broken and nigged u/oeatp 
emerged into an upland valley, to wludt a 
mountain stream acted aa drain, and a£i« 
forded sufficient romn vapcvk its gre^Bward 
banks &r the travelleni to pursue their. 
JQumey in a more social manner.. 
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Lord Menteith accofdirigly resumed ^e 
conversation, which had been interrupted 
by the difficulties of the way. *< I shduid 
have thought,"'said be to Captain Dftlget^ 
ty, " that a cavalier of your hdnotifii^ 
mark/ who hath 80 Icings follow^ 'fh^ va- 
liant King of Sweden, and entertains ^suchi 
a suitable contempt for the base nieeha^ 
nical States of Holland, would n^ hait 
hesitated to etnbrace the cause of King 
Charles, in preference to ttiat of th^J'tewi* 
bor^f round-headed/ canting kriavelr i4io 
are in rebellion against his sftitfiorify/^*-^ ^ i'*» 

" Ye speak reasonably, my ion*/**'MWP 
Balgelly, *< iahd, eateiris parihts^ I'^i^t 
be ffaduced to 'fifee the mattn*' ih' the teMr 
}%ht. ' But,' my Idrd, ther6^ is a toirtlUm* 
pfxHrerb^-^fine ^6iA% butter no^ ftt ifl B Jyfr 
I have heard eitoiigh' since I caitae herey^ 
Mtifify mtf thi^t a'6kva){er bf honour -llKftee 
tdtake^any ^partj;^4n' this^'civilentbyoUnitHM 
Whilk he ii^4y fiiid most cdiivenienfit i^Vk 
Mrn peculiar; ' Lc^yalty is your pilM-ifwtf/ 
lord|—* Liberty, roars anothet chieU 



fiom tbe other stdeof the stratfa«-4he Kiflgi 
sb^utB one— thci PacUaniei^ roars tmoliuit 
— •ACOQtrote for ever, cries Ikmil4 waving 
lliabcmne(•--^AfgylewciLeve|^crie8as<MlU^ 
ODQB&ry Saon^ersi vapourii^ with hit hat 
and fetther« F^ht for the bishofttp sajra a 
pHestf wit& his gown and rodret^^^^tond 
stout Ipr the kirkt cries administer, in a Gd> 
neva^ cap and band.«-<-6ood watch«words di 
~esceUeot watch- words, Whilk ^cause if 
ibe besH I* cannot siiy« But sure4iin I that 
I ta^ &aght knec-de^p in blood jakay « 
ityto^ ene chat was ten degcees worse tim 
lAte wofHt of them a'/* 

'*< 4nd pray, Captain Dalgetty,** said his 
ie^dship, ^ fiittce the pretensions of botk 
psHles seem to yon so equal, will yoit 
^etis^to inform us by what circuthstaooat 
yoftf preforence will be determined ?' j 

^^ Simply upon two considerations^ «rji 
kud," answered the soldier. ^ Beings firsts 
oqi fwhieh side my servkes would be in mostf 
hoiMWrable request r^^Aiid, secondly, whflkr 

\ V<|[L. llli I .. ' 
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h a coroUery of the firsts on TfA^lk farty 
they ave likely to be oiost gralefuUy requi^ 
ted. Andf to deal plaioly with yaii» vaj 
lord) my opiiiion at pcetMt doth on both 
points rather ineliQe to the ndo of the Far- 
ItameBU** 

«< Your reaienii if you pleaaet" aaid Ijofd 
Menteith, ** and perhaps I may be able to 
meet them with others which are- moce 
pbwerfol." 

^« Sir, I shall be aaMimUe to leaaon^'' 
said Captain Dalgettjt << sappo^i^ it ad* 
dresses ^itself to my honour and my iaU- 
rest. Weill then, my loid, here is a aort^of 
H^hland host assembled, or expeeted^to 
assemble, in these wikihiUs^in tl]jB.iKiiig^ 
b^alf. Now, sir, you kuc^w the natim.itf 
our Htghianderii I will not deny theia M be 
a peot>le stout ia body and vaitaatiin he(urt^ 
and courageous enough in iheir omtt wild 
way of %hting^, which is as rean^te twm the 
usages and disciplioes of war aa ev^ was 
that of the ancient Scj^hiaus^ or of 4iM.sal- 
vage Indians of America that now if They 
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avratrMt^ a M^eUke^ or the tttWOy for aagi 

skiilia' ptpeSi. wUtk .tbey; Ibraowlwa ^tUm 
t«34^ to underhand, are ias unintdligible to 
tfaetjetfs of anjrcairalttro aeeqstomtd to ei^ 
viliMid' wttrfare* Si^tliit^ ivete I uhiderta^ 
Unpilo jcbdfriiae' taehi .ft bvcKUanmibb 
H were imposdUe for me to be liBdenitoofif 
atui^ if i nwDe midomtoori, ^u^e ye^ wjr 
lor^ tirlMit etoice I had o£ beiogf obeyed 
afiEiMg # t>a«d ol':hatf tahfi|ge8» wbo^a^eac- 
ciiBtoaicd ta pmy t^ ihttr i«vn Jatrds aa/A 
chiefa^alkaaai^jc^Vfc rfaqpoot and obeabenct 
^sivtt ^ught .to be paid to eomaMaMuato 
officpnu . If I wene . teaching them io forta. 
battalia by tattradtiog.the ^are €oot, i^t 
i%' layB^^fariBiagryoMr nqitare battalion of aqual 
iminb€pr joimsmofjmnk md die* wrr e4pOfldr» 
iiig|io;tbeJ4aai« »3#t c€. the fidil nuoaber' 
pr«a»isrt» whii patarn could I ejq^ct for cota^ 

ticr'^i^cfq^^ it iMy be a dirkia my .waiiie» m 

11 
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CmffMhef in the fluikar^seflitLii^lMMll* 
olifined to be ift the /vW'9^*-l?n%9i«ril 
litth holf 'wn^ < if ye iMsti jpea«i«ibiMr 
9ime^ they iriH torn agam rai lynMliyei^ 
.> ^ I believe^* Andmeiii'' said LoiAiifeei- 
tekbj looking back to iM»xifbi9teeri4Mi% 
ft« botb: ireiecloMt behiod hiai^ i^7fm.wi 
aqmse ibis gealieauttir weahall:;haYevmiic 
occaston fir experienced eBeeftt wmd bfe 
aMn diipoaed to prafit.by tbefrdbatfoo* 
tienfl^ dian he aeea^ to be awaae^o&^r « . f 
^ W]|h. jfoiir. hoboor's parautskHi^ianid 
AadosoD, r e ipe e tfi illy laifling' faiaf^-ee^i 
Mubes ncaae joiBedby the Iriab infawnqr 
who are*expectod» and who should be la^d- 
^ befisie siow» w« aball baw need of good 
e<ddief«' to iUMJidaie oitr levies.^ *. 
r ^.JUdliihoaUlikeq^ll^-i^V!^ 
emf^oyed in such Mrvioe^^ aaid Paigittyi} 
H the Iiiab are ^reHiy feMo w i > jye iy.yaetly 
feilowflMi deftfe to. aee nana better m4he 
field. . I once aair a brigade of ifji|irat4be 
ini^ldng iif {^vlilwt up6ii;tbe<MrK9 ato«d 

' IS 



tihmith Mrord «fad piiie tmlil. the jr bent 
off tiie UiM And y tUow Swedtsb txrigadesi 
Uttaem^ BB «ti^iik as any tkal fbugltt trader 
tbtJmiiMMlMOoala^rm. Andakhaiigh rtoiit; 
Be|ibM]!^ mdiavfc Xtmisdal^ courageDiw 
i6iblrtei> wjidi ^myMif and otber cavaliers^ 
tftada^Mtry ebewheie at pmnfcof fokCf yeti 
tedaiera)! iMtwslbflMeb ai^pasttm we hid 
iMaroad; i'^/iiifc vgrtat low aad little prndt. 
■What^tforc^dMai&'valiaiiblfiihss^ bdiiig att 
pat jMitbe^a^rard^ as w uMial ia midi casat, 
dtdne^ertliidMs gaia ianaortahpraue a^d 
%Motfi} v4a'«|M||tf fbrtheit adke^ f have 
ti|W(a}«i'ioV4id and hoiidiirqd thoafa of dti^ 
tMMki iiaxt^ to nqr iywii cooatn^ ef Sedt- 
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>|ii| tfoomiHid- of Iriiht" «ud Mtfoceilb, 

^< I tbiiik'l CQidd idtnoft praaiiae ^yoq, 
ihmM ym ^le'dispoaad / to embrace ^ tbe 
ir6yi^:eaiise.*?'' • --• •• 

V '^Ai|dy«t^''9a!d Captain Da%at*y, •^ my 
-^cfeond 9i6A ^eatest difficulty iwntliid be* 
iiiikii'j^tbTi altb<mgh Ibdd it a taeaii and 
^tftdid-tbing fbi^ a jold^o to have, notbivtg 



1 gig TALES ow Mr tJLn«toBi>. ^ 

in bis mtottth bctt pay and' gelt; MM^tH^ 
l>a8e cull ions, the Ge#aian iMz-kifedhts, 
wliom I {nentioned befori^ i and aithiMgh 
1 wUI aiaintain if with niy sword, thM^^^to- 
nour id fo be prefefFtd befeve fl^y, 1l«e 
quarters, dnd arrears, yet, e^^ntmtw^ a4M(- 
dier's t>ay being the counterpart McH^^Ms 
engagement of $eiiHte, '^ beeomeis *'w4ie 
and considerate eaTalier to eMiid^ WlUit 
remuneratidn he is to reei^v^' fiNr tiiif '^s^* 
¥ice^ and from wbiatjfmtd* it Is^t^^be^i'pQl^ 
And truly, from what I can see tiDd liMr, 
tbe C6n4renflotf are tlte putse-maisteM^ -<fffae 
Highlanders, indeed, fti^y betept^tt^ftta- 
mour, by. allowing 'them to st4Ni^ <iMte ; 
and for the Irishes, your lordsfafijS^^lHid 
your noble associates may ,* accrtrdiiig to 
the practice of the wars itt sufch cases, pay 
them as seldom or as little lis xnsiy ^tait 
your pleasure or convenience j bute-^c 
sauie mode of ti^eatment doth ndt itppfy to 
a cavalier like me, who must keep op his 
horses, servahls, arms, and equipage,- iHd 
who neither can, nor will, go to warftre 
upon his own charges," 
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Anderseo, the domestic who had before 

«poken, now respectfully addressed his 

[ , master — ^' I think, my lord," he said, ** that, 

aiider your lordship's favour, I could say 

: something to remove Captain Oalgetty's 

second objection also« He asks us where we 

are to collect our pay f Now, in my poor 

mind) the resources itre as open to us as to 

the Covenanters* They tax the country 

accordtag to their pleasure, and dilapidate 

tiieestatesofthe King's friends; now, were 

we once in the Low Country, with our 

Highlanders and our Irish at our backs, 

and our awords in our hands, we can find 

many a fat traitor whose iJl gotten wealth 

slmU fill our military chest and satisfy our 

soldiery. Besides, confiscations will fall ia 

thick, and in giving donations of forfeited 

lands to every adventurous cavalier who 

joms his standard, the King will at once 

reward his friends and punish his enemies. 

In short, he that joins these Roundhead * 

dogs may get some miserable pittance of 



fmy-rrha that joins m^ sIniiflM ^4uii. a 
Gliai)c« to be knij^itir Iwd^ or «ari> if ^tMkr 

<' Have j!OB ewr atmred, 117 gwd 
frieod ?*" said Ok^ Captain to the ipaftel* 

man« **n^ 

«« A Mttie, sir, m liiefie oor domeMli 

quarrels,'* answered the roan^ inodwUy^^^ v' 

*^ But nerer in Germany or the ]l>ow 

Countries?" said Dalgtity. 

^^ I never had the honour^'' answered An- 
(lerson. 

. << I profess," said Daigettyi addressing 
Lord Meotelth, ^^ your lordship's servant 
has a sensible, natural^ pretty idea of mili- 
tary matters ; somewhat irregular though^ 
and smells a little too much of selling the 
beards skin before^he has hunted, him.. I 
will take the matter, however, into my con* 
stdei^tion^** ^ 

. ^' Do so. Captain^" said Lord Menteith ;: 
<^ you will have the night to think of it, for^. 
we are. now near the house,^ where I hope, 
to insure you a hospitable reception.'' 




^lAtA tlmt it what will be veiy weU 
«o«i«»'' ind tbe€aptaiii» «• for I have tasted 
no food stnce day-break but a farl of oat 
;adie> which I.dMdid with ftiy horae. So 
I hasre been fain te draw my (iword<>belt 
three bores tighter for very extenuation,, 
Ifl^ hunger and heavy iron should make 
the gild sSr^*" 
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Some Gluiiimies met in a glen ; 

As deft and tight as ever Wore 

A durfc, a targe, and a claymore, 

Siiort hose, and belted plaid or trews» 

In Uist, Lochaber, Skye, or Lewes, 

Or cover'd hard head with s bonnet ; 

Had you but known them you would own it. 

Mestqk* 

A HILL was now before the travellers, 
covered with an ancient forest of Scot- 
tish firs, the topmost of which, flinging their 

scathed branches across the western hori- 

« 

zon, gleamed ruddy in the setting sun. In 
the centre of this wood rose the towers, or 
rather the chimneys, of the house, or castle, 
as it was called, destined for the end of 
their journey. 

As usual at that period, one or two high- 
ridged narrow buildings, intersecting and 



crossing each other, formed the corps de- 
logis* A projecting bartizan or two, with 
the addition of small turrets at the angles, 
much resembling pepper bones, had procu- 
red for Darnlinvarach the dignified appel- 
lation of a castle. It was surrounded by a 
low court-yard wall, within which were the 
usual and necessary offices. 

As the travellers approached more near* 
ly, they discovered marks of recent addi- 
tions to the defences of the place, which had 
been suggested doubtless by the insecurity 
of these troublesome times. Additional 
Ipop* holes for musketry were struck out in 
difibrent parts of the building and of its 
SiUfrounding walL The windows bad been 
of new carefully secured by stancheons of 
iron, crossing each other athwart and end*> 
long like the grates of a prison. The door 
of the courtyard was shut, and it was only 
after cautious challenge that one of its leaves 
was opened |)y two domestics, both strong 
Highlanders, and both under arms, like 
Bitias and Pandarus in the ^neid, ready 



20* TAL^S or M* tklfDUMSX^. 

tD defend the entrance If aogWbtatHeliii 
ventured an intrusion. 
. When the trtvellers were admitted ifito 
the court, they tbdnd additional {M^^it- 
tions for defence. The watfe^er^ sdiifiMd^ 
ed for the use of ftre-arms, and oim or^tw^' 
of the small guns, called sa(:4ceris atid^leon^j 
were mounted at the aAgtes and Ihidltii^ 
turrets." •" - •■-'- *-" ^ 

More domestics, bd^h iil tf}^ Ifigbtattd 
^d Lowland dress, instantijr inished Amia 
the interior of the tbdki^dn, Md stitM 
hastened to tkke thie horses of tlM^ ittralM^ 
gersy while others watted io ttian^aN-tlitw 
a way into the dMrelling- Houisew Btft &t^ 
iain Dalgetty refused the pn^ered^ aMM^ 
ance of those whd wished to telievt hiiil 
of ihe charge of his horse. ^' It is my *«Mi 
iom^ imy friends, to see Gustavus (fer^'l 
have called bitti after my invifibiUe 
accommodated myself j we -are old 

• • • 

and fellow traveller^ and as I 0fteil nMd 
the use of hisleg^ I always lend him in niy 
tarn the service of my tongue^ to call for 



wiktt^er Jbe 1km occasion fop ;'' and acqord« 
ingly he strode into the ataUe after bxi 
stetd wJthoufc iatUier apology* . 

ti^^tJsmr Lard Meateith fior his 9tteiid«> 
Mfelifiaid^he same attention to thek horses,, 
buty leaviiig them to the proffered oare o£ 
tiMif«4eryiintB of the plaee^ walked forw«-d 
fli(iOjt(iev4)MiBet where a sort of dark rault* 
ed.veatihiile. displayed, among other mis* 
ceUi|D6ons articles, a huge barrel of two^ 
pocuiy aie; beside which were ranged two or 
A«ee wiadden queiebs or bickers, ready, it 
imid appear, for, the .service of wbbmso^ 
evfr^thoiightprpptr.to. employ tbem* Lord 
Ifettf eitb applied hijassdf to the spigot^ 
4sad( without ceremony» and Uien banded^ 
the stoup to Amdorson, who followed his 
HMstac's ; example^ . hurt; not until he had 
luBg,^ the, drop of ale which remained,! 
andrsHihtly rinsed tbe^ wppdexi cup. 
;\.V.WbEat tbede'iJi maii»'' said an old High* 
jbi^ s^yfuit belonging to the family^ ^< can 
she no ddnk aflt<r her ain master without 
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wmk^ ^e ouj^ and BfoSMmg tli»^ akriid 
be damned to her i''^ : 

^< I urns bred <in iVaaee/* amwened Ab* 
decraiii ^ whew nobidy drinks nfter^ an- 
otkar out of the mme cupt miiess^ bea£ter 
a yoiHig kdy.'' 

. "i' The te'ils in thdr niee^^'' said DooaU; 
^ and if theale^be gude, i^tkmmmmtiiit 
Umt aM>lhex: idmi's be«id*s heaa iii/tbe 
q^ich before y e ?' 

Anderson's companion drank irttbMt 
obsCTVing'the cerecnosy which had' given 
Donald so much oienoe, and both of iImd 
feUawed their matter into^tba low. atcbed 
stone, hall, which was the com moti ren- 
dezvous of a Highland family.^ AfaH'ge^iie 
of peats in the huge chimney at the upper 
end shed a dim light through tho apatt^ 
mmt, and was rendered necessary by the 
damp, by which, even daring the sanmier^ 
theapaitmentwas rendered uncomfortable. 
Twenty or thirty targets, as many day* 
mones, with dirks, and plaids» and guss^ 
botii match- lock and fire* lock, and long* 



kmrnh mi c wnb oifrs,^ and; Lockidbeir mm^ 
and ccmts^ plate armoniv and Mwl botu 
aetSp and bead piaets^ and tlie more an- 
Mml Mbeqgedna^ or sbirti of ttticultfted 
mail, .wal& himi and dMvea corrMfNMldit% 
to kv att bui^g iq oonfdeioo abom the walb, 
ahid wouU haw fornftedt a nmitii'b mose- 
mmk^tQ^ masiber of a aiode#ii antiqi^risti 
toeiely. But sucb thmga were too 'fiitftiliw 
to attract mmh oba^ryatton on *the part of 
Ae^ present spectators * 
. Th€4»' was a large domsy oaken tatde, 
ipiuob tJjpm hairty bocpitsdtty of the domea- 
.^ mho had' before spoken, immediately 
4ptead mitk int^k ; buMeiv goat-mSk cl^ese, 
^r^ftigmi of beari and a ftaidc of luq^efasr, 
tftestgned for tke reflresluncBl of Lord Men* 
laitli ; wbile an inferior servant made si* 
latlar pf ef^rations at tiie bottom of the* ta- 
bl& £sff tbe benefit erf' his attendaDts. The 
space. wMch intervened between tbem y»^^ 
aocording^ t^ tbematiners of tho timeSi suf- 
fieiQit distinotion beftwem^ master and ser- 
vant, e¥eq though the former vm»^ asfJn 
the present instance, of high rank. Mean- 



109 tujnm^ntvtwmmi^ 

wbik their suipd by iht.4^ri^iymm$/ 
Hf^Jemaji under ihti,^vtti»fti9odiJbmmm 
vmU.tkBomt lUtle dirtiiyd. . ,t,c;if< 

, "What do YOtt thiiilt^ Aad«nMB»timi- 
the.foi^er, V <tf Mixiellow ti»Tdler<l^ .inr 
, ** A stQttt feUov," MepUf^;.4Uid4nM|i 

jto ftwpe sort of di^ci p l iafe i'V . . ^i^^w 
^ V I .diflfnif. from, .yottf And^^ 
Lord Menteith J •• iai«iikthU.felkim;I]t|]k. 
rgettjr w one of those hfim^lmAeM^yfjam^ 
^petite for b)oQdheiiig^o»i|y jhyr^pcd^ 
vbftt be bas. sodded ukjoti^jga.cmuadff^ 
be 19 now retimMta batten: upoa ^ji^t 
bis own. Sbaooe oiLihe pack Qf^tb<W¥iai|K(. 
cenaiy. awoiilif«cii i thejr bave. mad^ ikf^, 
name of Scot tbnnigb all. Europe ^qoh»- 
lent to. that of > a jMtiful; marceiia^^ wbo 
knows, nekber « bonosAr. i>or {^riooiple but 
bia month's pay^ .wbp,trani^fa bi&:ail9- 
glance, from Mandnd to.akaadardy at tbe 
pleaaure.of fortune or tb«i be«t.bidder ; and 
to wliose insatiable tbijr^t £»r j^ond^^aiid 



i|Mm qtttfters- ve owe. nmch of tbaft civit « 
(Ui8eMtto& which is rtow turtiing oar swords 
against, our omn bovr^ I bad scaree pa* 
tiMce^ifkitfi die hired Radiator, and yet 
oonld iAfdfy help laughiiigagt the eactreml- 
t|F«f Ms ti»pode*ee.''/ 

i"*^ Yottf lordahip w9l f9lgi1^e me,** said 
Ali^eiwa»» <' if I feeoitttnend to you in the 
piesfnt circiiaistances^ to conceal at least a 
pAft of tiliis generous indignafion*; wecan-l 
n^ ^nfiirtiiintely , do our work withoot t^ : 
all^ifiianee of ihf^ act on baser mo* 

ti¥es than our own« ^ To use. the canttng/ 
pfiJNise of the siints in the English Paflni- 
qklM; we osnnot spare the assistance of 
fm(^ felllifws as oni^ friend the soldado ; the; 
siJNM oifZer Utah are still too many fcMr us.'' ' 

"^ I must dissemble^ i then» as well as. It 
cssfi^** said Lord Menteitb^ ^^ as i hare hi^: 
t^rto done, iipon your hint But I wish, 
the fellow at the devil With all my heart.* . 
<< Ay, but stSl you nmst ren^einbery my; 
lord/' resumed Anderson, ** that to core; 
4(ie bite of w scorpion^ you must crush an* ; 



olhe? sowpiDtt mi the "woUttii-— bii^ ^x^i 
v» flhaU be overhetrd*** 
^ From a mte-ioor » the- 'Ml giificil a 
Haghltinder iiito tbcsapartttirat, whose lo% 
8toliirer€Ofnpl6td equipmeot, aa weii'aa Ihe 
feather in his bonnet, wi the eonideBcc 
o(P4in deoseaiiouri antiou»cedtd b6'a p9» 
soti^ of aupepior' rank* ^ He walked alowlf 
up< to the table, and made bo» answer Go 
Lwd Mentekb, wj>^ aMresstng him by the 
«nie of« Attaiii ashed htta how he did. t 
«-^ Ye- itiaMia ^eak to her e'^t iMl* 
whispered ^e old^^tendiuit. * ^ * •• '• 
The'tall Bighlander^ itiiMiigdown »poa 
ibe 4^mk aettle next the firei fitted ^his 
i^es .tqpmi< tf)e led' etBbeiv* ai»d the fati^ 
bea|^ of' tm^ > ail# seetned^' bwied < in pro- 
f^imd ^bstraetfcnr. ' His^darir eyes and^wSd 
and enthusiastic featttres^bere- the air of 
ooe who, deeply ftnpreased with his t»wn 
subjects of meditation, pays little atteniaoo 
to e^^erior objeets; An air of gloomy se- 
verity, tihe fruit perhups df aacetfc and so* 
Kttry habits, atigfatt in a^Ii^owlirMier^ have 
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htm ndtibkA \to tdigioinc finalJeiMi ; iout 
by thaft disease oi the mund^ iimn so eottik 
,«iootb<Mh\ia fia^juid ttult&e LowGoiin^ 
try lofficolfcam^ .tfaeiligfakodan o£ tliia f^ 
fi(A-wtatt 7Mdy iofilalei.: .IKiey littd^* hiMs 
•wvthdr MM Bopamtitmb^ wl]ich:o«er* 

1109^^ Si oooipletely wtiie pmjtaiiiim* of 

: M HiaMr4iUpfi homiir,'' MUtbe HighX 
kadraelrnuQtt nAeliog iiip iol Loid HM^ 
t&tisf iOiMi speaking in m vmf Icm tone^ 
<*bts lofidflfaip.DnuiBii^ speab'to^ AMnevM 
nw^ for.thiji dkJudiftjipoavkM 
I^ra -Jtorteiflifi Mokdbdi Mid toak »# 

aftWQg3idirBtafefytpel*sl)fi «^p%)i^ luldtlMiu 

iBgrat^ie.d0»fiMtf«tt^«w^ 

W0m tsyfiBne» Mid3^faiBM sttfefd but three oo 

- ^ fatitrodi did yar say »aaie^t Ailms^ bb^ 
die old) Hi^bhmikr^ ^and bei^s ttaie^ ftmrtk 
iMd aoamig obabtaig wot tk» ycfetiGaefrUMii 



fitoflo ;tlM Hibk; fiHT Inlt ^hdUddiktf « fo** 
ftB iri^'Mni<ep hade- ami brant, faawBob 
and skaokib rAnAmmt I to set ben«lMUf>i:q|! 
a^ir.tJwt Mentcitfa^^ or>dot«i:m*^Ae bo- 
aifbg^otietDea.i^!t4e.ibot nitibmtMaifm 
. i Juind <M«nt8ilkiiMiaeif tta»««ndidi«TMit 
giwiy by fwnting to « saatibosade tiktiMm} 
l«^<^ iUaiibem ilmotmm,'^ saidiDowddtvii 
Obtain Dalgetty entered, tiie baUi^iffiatfl 
I.'ii*t)^'0BBtkii«M:<irH]yailnlakefbl-ea8 ihd 
<b rMc , ati veaijr^brib&i^ffMr vakdkdbeUiit 
pml iM.xeadlft imttt ijie "^mfOKiit.c^mid 
\mfik AaeiibftthttiW? ak«i«oiitbmi.t9^mMt 
folks, and tben,: DMgald CcMA.taniltth«ai 
bimat^' wiTt his bJU^M* Ult<yeiiiai>n/&rti 1 
.•Ji^JtbmRiatn t«ifs»'€aplain Oi^tai^ftid 
«iymisd tb^ »pg r f cnl,.aaad natkiag upfio 
UlO'flMtctpbH^ •■ matt^ hoti ■ Jimtigitfa, •«•• 
Imiui^ on- , the. ; imk-M itMMft • bis mm 
IbMitA' ■ dyMlflmn andrfaiiiaamfamQa w»t< 
«d U. tlterbotUMB of the taUe, imt: Mapeati 
ftll<iMitad^ until 4b^«hoidd(«aMiTa {«r* 
|IM9iop.'j|Q f«ii.4hMMa}YM| •apbddthilee^* 

^8>wHl8hlMi<Miiiiniar<todi»otfop-<»gaM 
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0raald^nn Utber Md tiA^tm Mtig a^ 
dbmmd artides of^ food^ or sfeDdd litf 1 1« 
g^ attendance upon the goestt.) ''' ' » 
- In die miArt'of liies^pycpsttattass^'AlllUI 
Mddenfy flkarted^upy and^niatehkig'ii Jilittp 
fimntbehmdof ^ atteBdmti^helilitr'ctose 
to Da^etty'B fiKre^ while ^ be fM^usedc'dll 
iniHires with the noil faaadfU a«d grar^ 
atttntimii. ^ • i'- •' - • ^ '^•' ^- 

dfopldasedy a%< myrteriottalf Aaking h\k 
}mAi Aifam^aiv^ op theaarutkiyi^^ I tra# 
tlMtt lad ami i> wMhtten audi oAar^Hhtett #i 
aMaksRain*?*- .'..-.v 

Meaiywliite 'AHan: strode to' the* bcKtdM 
of «be teUe^^aod haiingi b)r tlie aid tiP hts 
lanpf soii^eaied'Amkvioii aad bii coiapa; 
aian totthe sMne iwiMtigatiaid// iMod ia'tiM^ 
aaent aaif scnieep taiep^n^ then toiiehii^ 
bis foitthead^ mddaidy a^aad Andersonrtijr 
tlie triD» and bafim hetcoul^oi^ anj^ eieei 
tual rosufaaoe^ 4iatf tai aad^'half dfagg«dl 
lliin to the ipacaart^seat^at the^ ttpfvef^eiAit, 
and faayii^g made a aiMi^Hi ttiMwti w ni t hat^Ht 
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jhoiild thare ptaofe htiMel^ hblmitfald ike 
MlAldD'wftb lite same U]icerefn(iBidi«.^tl^ 
cipttation to the bottom oftbe tdbto* lEkf 
CtfptaiOp efliccedsttgly iaeeosed: -aft 1Mb ftee- 
don; endMiroufed to .diihe Athfti-^fjmB 
bin with .videdoe; bvt» pdwwfU;' m- hi^ 
WAS,, he piKnped m the struggle ik^fhMC 
fto the gigaatSe jati0iiQliftioeer» irJia thre# 
him off with such Tiolence, that after ndk> 
il^'a few^ ite<es he feH^-Ml ImgOi, fmd 
the vaulted hidi nmg wi A ^e <^etko£rhii 
armour. When be arose^ bis first acUoa was 
to draw his swic^d and to fly- at AMamp who^ 
with foidtd arms, seemed to itmAk^hiB a** 
net with the most scorniAil iodifoekfce; 
Xord M^Djbeith apd. his attendailts SQte& 
pasedto preaervi^ peacei while ,tltt £Ugh.ii^ 
liuidersy matehiiig weapomirom the wwM» 
seemed prompt to iwtease the bftnJL '•■"^'- 
. << He is. mad/' wUspered Lord Men- 
t«itb, <^ be is perfiictljr mad ; there is no 
f^rpoae in quaiifdU»g wi*b }»mZ* . . 

** If you are MSuMd that he kimamicamt' 
p0s menti$f' said Captain IiMgetty» *' the 
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whiik hif breeding mi mia^oi^ iWM to 

a.msidxaaa cafi ndtbeif give ^ ^iffimDli ii^ 
reod^ bouourdble flati^&ptioQ. jBttt |^y ^mj 
8^U (tf i b9d M my pqovMiii aiMM >W^# 
:|^em6b^i|nder my b(9|U I ^Hhi|4 k^0fi «t«i4 
GAiier, wifc^ :*>p to h^t And yftit'i.aj^ 
he^^iidd be sup w§ak in tb^ infa^Jii^ci^Willi' 
boiiig 4^ .«MrQQg pi:9per nuia of body* fit l# 

^j?ta|*y i^pUmeRt what#pe»r^'' 






, f Tkit vin ^ #rt of clpber maceiKiad in dieiiivt^r 
pan of tl^ iixteenth cenHiry. in the defeAce of brefiches 
and walls. When the Germans insulted a Scotch re- 
giment then beseiged in Trailsund, saying they heard 
there vas a ship come from' Denmark t# thetti hiA^n wflh> 
tobacco pipes, '' One of our soktors/' says ColiiKi^ 
IM>ert Mf^rp, " abewii^ Oiem ^ver the work a Mor- 
geipLStemy miule pf a large stock banded with iroQ» likis 
the shaft of a halbert, with a round globe at the end 
with cross iron pikes, ^ith, * here is one of the to^ 
baceo prpes» wherewi^ we wftl iNiil out yowt bl^mft 
wiiiii.yimflfltaiid'tfi tlifai uf,'^^ 



ft 
: ' Ftace was tlnis restored,' and the jMlf^ 
iieated tliemselves agreeably to tbc»r fortt^ 
er ammgement, with which Allai% who had 
WMr returaed to his aetde by the ftret and 
•Mtoied again ittim^rsed in medHatiofiy ^M 
Mt again interfere. Lord Mehtdith^addrai^ 
teg Ae principal aenrant, battened ftf^tart 
intnn thenie of conver^tion whidl migbt 
«bNtofiM>e all recoHeCtton of the Mf llfot 
liMl^akm jpAace^ <« The kurd in at the Mil 
then, Donald, I underttand, and sM^tf £ii|;^ 
lirii strangers with him r* 

'< At the bill he is, an it like yoar ho- 
ifionr, and two Saxen'calabilliKW are with 
hfni sure enough; and that is Sir Miles 
Musgrave and Cty^lstqpber Hal!, both from 
the Gumraig, as I think they call their 
Doantry." 

' ** Hall and Mosgrave f" saM Lwd Bfen* 
teith, looking at bis attendants, <^ the Very 
^ep that we wished to see." 
a ,V Troth,'' 9aid Donald, « anf I wish I 
had never seen thete between theeen, ibf 



r 

t^fDr'c&jQOipB to heay as .out' o' home and; 

W-" • . . ^ 

\.M Wby» Bonald/'. said Lord MeAteitb^ ' 
¥. jKHi d«d not usa to Jbe so churlish of yonf^ 
iMliief 4p^ sUe ; southlaod though they b«^ 
ti^'jyi scarce £8t up all tl^ cattle thalfi 
fOtPg ^a ]^he.Xlaatle.0iaiiis«'' 
^.^f.^Xeii care aa they did/' said Donald^ 
^aa tbiKt wac the waist .0% for we; have a 
ii|apeQ*qaiiiiy tr«w43ii)eii here that wadod 
1(^. (9,.w«9,t if there waB a horned beast 
atween this and Perth* But this is a wassM^ 
jfiki^^.nae less than a w^ger.'' 
Uf^'Awageft" repeated Inoi^ M^teitb» 
W^f^Hxte surprise. 

uTi **^ T»6th/ continued I^onald, to the fijU 
ar#JSag0f to ten his news aa Lord Meateith 
was curious to hear them^ ^^ as your lord^ 
sU^Js afffieud and kinsman o' the house» 
an' as yell bear aneugh o*t in less than an 
hour^ I may as woel tell yt mysel. Ye^all 
be pleased t^en to. know, that when our 
Liiurd warn up in £ngkiid» where he gabgs^ 
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afl^vaft. 41ma. hb Jmodii can m0»f ^W§ 
jbiding at the house p' thi3 Sir MiKi^fl^ l^ip|^ 

l^c candteslicka, that jKhftji tdijfw ifop^ 
pKfip^ m ffiudde -aa the rcanAeaCp^;^ 
^PtaabUoeiurtt, amLneilbec tim^hn^wi^ 
i^» but a' «(!pli4 ifliPir ia^ leaai-<H|# v«f 
^r Eo^tsb pride, 4ttft mm imibcIUc^ «|| 
kens tae little \nm to juiiie iti %;£ tki^ 
|(i|igp» to jeer the Laiid^tl^t ipc-^f .«•• 
«i^«rai& » hia aw pooccoiintgr^ w»p^^ 
LaM^aovrning^ haelmocttwfay ftf i l i( || ai| 
^ijhput a word fiw its credit, swon^lifcc* 
gj^ Soouaiaii^ that he Mdfi^-icapdl^- 
jrt^clcs, and better caodlesti*^ ift l^jHf^ 
^stleat bwDeythan v«re ever Ij^i^^edif f 
^lln CuittbeidaBd, an,€uinl«rJ«a&J^Mibf 
ligrpe 0? the cauotry.* . . , . , .u -.;, 

, .^ 13t«t. vaa pilriotical^sa^^'' m i\ ^M^ 
Mentcitlib. 

||M.)»a4Bis her ,taogiiev for jgjp& j p iy 'twf 
l^aMRHi^tfaie 9a^pqa4M^ s 




ffft i LowIft»d siiiitk ^mM hMnmer fthooft 
ionr « H%l!itMid shelty. An^ so the LaiM 
irdibvedl eittiter to gae bade o* his wordi or 
i N g er twn iumflfed merks ; and so he e*fea 
'te)6k the wag^» rarlher than be shamed ^ 
tlk( llte^ them. And now he's like to^gtft 
kfD pay, mnd t*fn thatfking that^s whftt oMkM 
Miti flae sweet to ciyme hame at e^en.*^^ 

*«« Indeed,* said Lord Mentdth^ ^flxMh 
tirf ^e»^f your iktiiily plate» DMiatd, yeitf 
kttaster ti eeftahi to hf^t such a tmgeh^ ' - 
' '^ Tour liemout may sw€2ir thttC; Mf 
^9t»^re he'» to get the siHe^ 1 ken^na, ^ 
#160^ 'he boim>w bnt o' twenty pttrisea^ 
t idfised him to pit the twa SMon giiilteu 
mien and their servants cannily h^to At^ pit '. 
o' the tower till they gae up Hie bar^fr iiff ' 
fi«tr gujie-W91» bfrt the Laird wtnifa hear 

* JIMa^ heffi mtttA up, MM^de li)r#«M« 
iMS Kltfe^«pled*^0M (ioifiv^rsation, sayth^tb 
t1»e ^me^tie in a rbice like ihuM»,^^^U^ 
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bow ' dtired yen to - give itff '-brotfaar suoli 
cli3^onourable advice? iOr how dare yoa to 
s}iy^he will, lose this or any otber wi^«r^ 
whiph it is his pleasure to lay P" 

. " Tcoth, Allap M^Aulay/' answered the 
old, man, «< it's no for my father'^ sou to^ 
gAfOsay what your fathei^s son thinks "fit to 
s{ty, an' 80 the Laird may no doubt wiaiiis 
Wager. A' that I ken against it isy that the 
teil, a candlestick/ or ony thing ^lik^ xt^-is 
ii^ the housei e:{^cept the aa1d.aii;n: t^smoheji 
that hae been here since J^aird Kenneth's 
time, and. the tin sconces that ymu* ^tk&L 
gjfCid be made by au]d Willie tWiokio the- 
tinkler, mair betoken thatde'il aa*unce.af 
siUer plate or vessel is about the house at 
a'^^forby the lady's auld posset dish, > that- 
wanjts.the cover and ane o' the, Ipgs/^ 

^^ ^^ l^eacC) old man !" isaid Alian^ fiercely ; 
<Vand do you, gentlemen, if your re^bdion 
is^ -finished, lean^ this apartment clear, i^ I 
n^t prepare it f<^tho reception ^of^tJ^ese.; 
sq^t^em, gttests>:* _ 
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-i:jf< Come away," 8ud the domestic^ pulU 
Ing Lotd Meatdlhby the deeve^ *i his 
homr is^on btm»"! said he^ looking towatda 
'Allan, << and he will not be ccmtrouled." 
c Th^ left the hall accordingly, Lord 
Af eneteitfa and the Captain being usherad 
oae.way by .old Donald, , and the. two at- 
tendants conducted elsewhere by another 
Highlander. The former had scarcely 
xeacfaed a sort of withdrawing apartment 
^€^ tibey were joined by the lord of the 
mansion, Angus M'Aulay by name,. apd bis 
Siiglkh gues^. Great joy was expressed 
by all iparties„ for Ldrd Menteith .and the 
BngKsh gentlemen were well knawu to 
each other, and on Lord Menteith's Intro* 
diiction. Captain Dalgetty was well .recei- 
ved bytthe Laird. But after the first bitrat 
of hospitable joy was over, Lqrd Menteith 
could obsejfve that there was a shade of sad- 
nesa on. th^e brow of bis Highland friend* 
. ** You must have beiyrd," said Sir Chris- 
topher Hall, << that our fine underta^i^jg 



ili>4ihiaibcrlMMl«'*ItUBir»«lp. ilCto'w* 
iilit-wiaiild not march iMoSootfawd^jHil 

tMi bwd ibr <Kiir iUead* m tlnu loiilli^: 

te iMM irtirnng wftrk beiC» MiMpwrt^iilA 
1^ ratliertlMui tit idle at 1kwwi» fgeiwswio. 

^ I hope yon haw brMght «f«w^\«pKt 

«« Oa^ 9ome doMto ar twa af imyuat 
Hbom wa left at the lait Lowkiid aHUg^' 
Mad' M utgrave, « atid trouble caoug^iiit 
had to get them sa fi»%*' • -^ v > 

^ As far iniaaey»** Mid Mi a^mfiuiSmii 
^^we expeat asmaU supply tfram ourfiriaili 
and host hiera.'* - ^ ^k 

- The Laird no«r, doloiJiiBg htghl]^ taaib 
Meateith a little apart, ^aad expressed .<» 
him his regret that he had £iUeft ii^.H: 
fiM^Mi hlttiiddrr - ' , - ^^ '■ ^ 



«1 bawd of it £pom IXmaU,'^ said Lmt 

MmteJihy scdrce able to mppren a Maili|» 
^<fieril take tbtt old mm^'' said M^Am. 
tiyy «* li0^^idd tall «wx tMngr 1^ 
^iitt #ii* ^OM^^ life } Imt it*8 no j^ 
1M^ tor j^H stkbar, b^ Lord, Hat indum 
MfMBr ftiMcHf and ^teniai beoevolettei^ 
mm nfear Ickitman of our baoie, to fatip «r 
oail irith the ooMify doe to diese {ioci&yadUf 
di6g9; or bhe, to be fdai* m' ye, tile da^il 
AM^lay irtU there beat th« qmmov fiiv 
aniie aae if I do not tuiti Gbi«miiter m^ 
liHsr Uhoi fkoe theee fisttoara wMHHit.pttjfu 
jttg thean^ vnd, at the l>t;st, £ abaH be itt 
en«i^ ol^ getting both the scaith annl tho- 
aoortii^ 
^i^I¥4^ inajF tupisese, oontin,*^ aaid Lord 
Ifmteith, ^ I am not too vett eqinpt jiaar 
9nm ; but you majr be assui^ed I aball en«. 
deavour to heif> y«i as well lis. I can, Ibr 
tfife sake of old ki]ldwd,^iietgM}ouTbood| 
iad lilfiafioe;^ 

» 

^* Thank jre— 4baak ye«-4b«Mk.ye^*^^reib 
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ienated M^Aulay; <« and as thejarig to 
spend the money in the King's servi^ 
what signifies whether you, t^y, t>r I |)ay 
it— -iwe area' one man's bairns, I hope. JBat 
yoQ must hdp me out too» or else I s&aH 
he tat taking to Andrew Ferrara ; for I like 
^t to be treated like a liar or a braggart 
at my own board-end, when, Grpd know^ 
I o«ly meant to suppwt my hotiour, and 
that of my family $aA country.^ 

Donald, as they were spoiling, eriterbd^ 
.with rather a blither face than he mi^tit 
have been expected to ^^i^ar^ considmdg 
the impending fate of his master's pur^ 
and credit 'vGentlemens, her dinner is 
ready, and her candies are lighted tcto^ said 
J>onald» with ia strong guttural emphasis'on 
iht last clause of his speech; 

^VWhat the devil can he mean?" said 
Musgrave, looking to his countryman. 

Lord Mentekh put the same questim 
with his eyes to the Laird, which M'Aiilay 
asswered by shaking his head. 



A shoirt dispiMe about preoedehcesooM* 
what delayed their leaving the apartsieiit 
Lord Menteith iosisted upon yielding up 
th^t which belonged to his rank^ on comw 
deration of his being in his own conilti^ 
and of his near connection with the family 
in which they found themselves. Ti» 
two English strangers, therefore, were fiegt 
ushered into the hall, whare an uneji^ect^ 
ed display awaited, them. The latge oakoi 
table was spread mth substantial jointe of 
meaty and seats were [daced in order for 
the guests* Behind every seat stood a gi^. 
gantic Highlander, completely dressed and 
armed after the fashion of his coantryii 
holding in his right hsmd his drawn ^word^ 
with the point turned downwards^ and in 
the left, a blading torch made of the- bogr 
pine. This wood, found in the morasses, 
is so full of turpentine, that, when split and 
dded, it is frequently used in the High^ 
lands instead of candles. The unexpedt* 
^ed and somewhat startling apparition waa 
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by 4faB Md gitre <ftf Om t#rd»tKLylMii 
diipitjred the wild featuies^ niwwMK^Mtfc 
Mdgltttariiig«imof timie who bMe tboii 
whSe the «BMbe» eddjr ing up ta the ^ioaf of 
the hftUy oirer^canopied thexn nrithiayoliiip 
^ mpowr. Ere the stcaagers had reoei^if^ 
ed ftraaliiear aurprise^ A&aft ateptfodnwaii 
and poiating with hia sheathed bxinif^BmiA 
te ^ toroh4)earcri, aaid» in a deq^imd 
atom loM of voice, ^ Bdbold,. gas|leiBfi9 
eaTi4ieffh the chanddkfs of my bsetipflf^ 
house,, the ancient faabion of our. unci^ 
yame; not one of these men knovf fHgr 
hnr btibt their Chiers coaimand?-^ Wauhl jmi 
dare to cooipare to thjkm m ralue the fifi^ 
e$t ore that ever was dug out of thA. mine 2 
How say yon^ cavalieia ?«-^ yow wAi^ 
wm or lost ^ >«» .. 

^ ImA, ioat,** said A&ii^pinre gafly-r^! «^ 
tami ailver (lan^lestifica ere alLiieltodrMd 
aling on horseback by this time, fuidlij 
mnh die feUomrs that enUsted were balf as 
Umtf u H^pe. Hett» sii^'' he eddcdn^ 



#» Cbfei; ^ is your moiimf% it iinptfto 
HitN ftsMtses a*d mitsB siHiievhMi bM 
«iebte of hofioar mint te iMitedi^ 

•* My father's cut^e upon my fathert 
^Idn,'' said Allan, interrupting him, *♦ if he 
deceive from you one penny. It is enough 
that you claim no right to exact from him 
what is his own.** 

Lord Menteith eagerly supported AU 
)an*s opinion, and the elder M'AoIay re«- 
49y joined, declaring the whole to be a 
fool's business, and not worth speaking 
inore about* The Englishmen, after some 
eourteous opposition, were persuaded to 
regard the whole as a joke» 

*• And now, Allan," said the Laird, 
^** please to remove your candles j for, since 
the Saxon gentlemen have seen them, they 
will eat their dinner as comfortably by the 
light of the old tin sconces ^thout s<^m-^ 
&hing them with so much smoke.^ 

Accordingly, at a sign from Allan^ the 
ttving chaiidelierF, recovering their bi'oad- 
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swords, and holding die point erect, ttarch- 
ed pat of the hall, and left the guests to 
enjoy their refireshment. 



vA i£Otti& <v MOMiaau. <SSB 



CHAPTER V. 

Thareby so fearlesse and so fell he grew^ 

That his owne syre and nudster of his guise. 

Did often tremble at his horrid view ; 

And if for dread of hurt would him advise. 

The angry beaates not rashly to deiq»ise. 

Nor too much to proYoke ; for he would leame 

The lyon stoup to him in lowly wise, 

(A lesson hfOrd,) and make the libbard steme 

Lea¥a foaiing, when in rage he for revenge did eame. 

Spenssb. 

Nqtwithstanding the proverbial epi- 
curisoi of the English^ — rproverbial, that 
is to say, in Scotland at the period»-^the 
English visitors made no figure whi^teyer 
at the entertainment concipared \i^itl;i the 
portentous voracity of Captain Palgetty, 
although that gallant soldier had a^eady 
displayed much steadiness and pertinacity 
in his attack upon the refreshment set be- 



ft>» thtm at their entrance, by way of fSK; 
lorn hope# He spoke to no one -dur^ 
the time of bis meal ; and it was not liiitil 
the victuals were nearly witlidrawn froift 
the tiUil^ that be gratified the rest of ^ 
company, who had watched htm Witt^ 
•o«e surpriie, with aa accMMt «£ fhe tea- 
sons why he ate so very fast and ao imty 

lODg* 

^ The foi&mer qaaiity^'* hi saidi ^he 
bad acquired while heiitied a place afttte 
bursar's table* at the MareschaV College of 
Aberdeen, wbeo,'' said he^ *^ H yott did 
flot move your jaws as fast as a pair of 
castanets, you were very unlikely to get 
tirf thing to piut between them. And as 
fer the quantity of my food» be it knowtt 
tr^ this honourable company," contimaed 
lite Captain, *^ that it!s the duty of eveiy 
jtommander of a fortress, on all occasions 
whit^ offer, to secmre a$ nmch munitfcm 
aid vivers as their magastnes can possibly 
Md, not knowing when they may^havelo 
iostain a siege or a Uockade. Upon whidi 



(mraU^r fioilt tbjA prpviiot is j;(tK)d imt 
llifiiHkntp k^ wUU i9 mjr estimatiQUp d# 
ffmly to vieiuai toiself £»r itt teask ^mi 
^iiy^i a9 there is no knowing whexi hi Bui|r 
come hy another meal" 
> tFhe Laird espnesseil hts acig^scracft 
in ^e pr»deRce <tf this princifte> and re^ 
commended to the veteran to add a tass df 
kmiidy and a flagon ixf claret to the mU 
ttttdtml provisions he had afa-eady laid ioii 
to vbicb {uroposal the Captain rtmiiiyi 

• When dinner was removed^ and tfae aeAit 
va^ta had withdrawn, excepting the Laird> 
pa^ or henchman, who Becnamed in tfai 
apartment, to call fdr or brii^ whaterer 
Sfw wanted, or, in a. word^ to amrwer tlm 
purposes of a mikdern beil^wirc^ the eonu 
Ycrsation began to turn npoo paUtica,^ aaA 
the state cff the touatry j and Lord Men* 
teitbt inquired urxionsly «id partaculaiiyr 
adiai^lana were expectei to jom tbe pa«a 
posed muster of the King's friends; .> 



<* That depends muob, my lord, cm the 
person who lifts the bannw/' said the 
£«aird; ^'fpr you know we . HigUandeis 
are not easily commanded by one of om 
own Chiefs, or» to say the tru<^, by sgay 
other body. We have heard a rumour, in- 
deed, that Colkitto — that is, young Col- 
kitto, or Aliaster M'Donald, is come over 
the Kyle from Ireland, with a body of the 
Earl of Antrim's people, and that theyliad 
got as far as Ardnamurchan. They might 
have been here before now, but;, ^ suppose, 
they wanted to plunder the qountry as they 
came along." 

. ** Will Colkitto not serve you for a 
leader, then ?* said Lord Menteith. 
. << Colkitto P said Allan M*Aulay, scor& 
fully ; " who talks of Colkitto ?— There 
lives but one man whom we will follow, 
and that is Montrose.'' 

*« But Montrose, sir," said Sir Christo* 
pher Hall, ^< has not been heard, of since 
pur ineffectual attempt to rise in the North* 
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It is thought he ha(s returned to the King 
at Oxford for further instructions." 

" fieturned T said Allan, with a scorn- 
ful laugh ; ^< I could tell ye, but it is not 
worth my while ; ye will know soon 
enough." 

«VBy my. honour, Allan,*' said Lord M^n- 
teith, ««'you will weary out your friends 
with, this intolerable, fro ward, and sullen 
huMour*— But I know the reason," added 
he, laughing ; ^ *< you have not seen An- 
not Lyle to-day/' 

" "V^hom did you say I hid not seen ?** 
said Allan, sternly. 

** Annot Lyle, the fairy queen of song 
and minstrelsy,'^ said Lord Menteith. 

** Would tb God I. were never to see 
her again," said Allan, sighing, <* on con- 
dition the same weird were laid on you !" 

" And why on me ?" said Lord Men- 
teith,, carelessly. 

^Because," said Allan, <f it is written in 
your foreteady that you are to be the ruin 



» 

Ifftthepoaiik 

^^ Um he bceri k>ng m tlib^mjr 1^ n^ 
X0id Ifartettiii ttddreMbig liift bnollM^ '\ 

^ About three days,** mad Atif^ r ^<i^ 
lb is well nigh over, bt wilt be betl!cr4(^ 
wnttOfWj^JkHb eomt^ gentkmmn, dod^' M 
4Im Itoppifc^ beiv a«migb to te enptied^-^i^flil 
JUngTs liMlthi King Cfal»kJ^$ health, AM 
M^ iife eowfituating di^ th«k>ifiiiii «ML 
go to Htmta hf Am foad (rf^ <ftr^Ot«» 
SMtrfcet/^ 

The Jieallk wa» ^cify eeipcif d^ %tiA 
M fkst succeeded by another^ aod aaotlser,. 
•ildramrtAmv bH of a partj cast» aiid efr^ 
iwced in ao earaest aia1)fiet» * flaffii 
X3l^gett|r, however, thought it MiMasltfj 
t»«nter« protestr 

f^^Getittemett eavaliers^'' heaaU, ^IdiUk 
theie heaithd, prif^ both out of rbapedf to 
this honourable and hospitabte tfrntism^ 
§todit0emdi^ hecmme I held It votgoodto- 
topreoeede ki saah>inatterst Mh^ jMMil^ 
birt I protesti agreeable to the wariaa* 
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it ahtii be free ta tse, notwttfail^Mg laf 
ifgfm^nkoomfUmws** to t«l»e wrvioe «Mi 
tte i^oiwdiiotora |o>iMff9w^ liroviiiitgi t 
tM^ be Ki iniiid«(l*'' 

Jkl^AttbtyAmi bli Sugluh giieels MtnA 
^,tbit4eCiler«UoiH whkb would immmi^ 
tuiw'jr bred new 4i«t«rbaac(^ if X<QfA lieti* 
iiM bMl not iakei> uf» th9 «fitlr» Asd. q». 
iplii^Mllbe ckemiisUHicM mdcoAditiMH. 
M|liriitiw'*^ooiie}it(i«d, « ve «hftlL berdbitt. 
ft0 IBCtue Cttpt&ia D»lgettgr'f aaoiatiaee l»r 
i^rown party." 

r f« And if not*" sttd the UmU * i f»«> 
t80fc» aitbe C»pi«e eeyvtboft i>«(bbi«gilHil 
jMHb^pAMed this evening, not even hk lift» 
^Mog Mien »y btead end «»U» and ptet^ai. 
torn in bcahdy, Boardeaax» or uaQnefiMif 1^. 
iIm|1 c pnrjudios my ele»vi«g .faim fto dM 
neck-bone," 

::«« ICoii ^s1laU be heartily mloome,? eaidj 
tii« CiifitatD^ ** pwmding i«y MBwd ^MilHl 
Ifttyy nf bead, ^toh ii bat dtonein vront 
dMK«rfttban yeor fotid ia Rbtl^ ti» 9nilK 
for me." 
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- Heire IjotA Menteith again interposed 

. and the concord of the company being *witf 

no small diffiaiky restored, was cemeatei 

by seme deep carouses. Lord Mentettli 

however, contrived to break up the partj 

'Earlier than was the usage of the Castk; 

under pretence of fatigue and indispositioD. 

'This was somewhat to the dtsappmntm^ 

<if the vaUant Caption, who, among other 

Jiabits acquired in the Low Countries had 

; acquired both a dispo^tion to drink,' and a 

^vcapacityto bear^ an exorbitant quantity <tf 

strong liquors. 

M Tbeir landlord, ushered them in perm 
to a sort of sleeping gallery, in which tbm 
»was a four'^sted bed, with tartan curtaim; 
'and a number of cribs, or long faampeis, 
^placed along the wall, three of which, weU 
istufied with ;blo(»ning heather, ware pre- 
pared for the reception of guests. 
• ^< I need not tell yoar lordship/ ssid 
/M'Aulay to liord Menteith a little a|)art, 
H our Highland mode of quartering. Only 
that, not Ifldng y^u should sleep in tiiemoa 
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pe with this Germaa lanc^-louper, I have 
ised your servants' bedims to be made here 
the gallery. By G-^d« > my .lord, these 
I times when men go to be4 with a throat 
e a^d sound as ever swallowed brandyp 
1 before next morning it may be gapiDgi 
B ao oy€ter*shell*" 

Lord Menteith thanked him sincerely,, 
;ing, V it was juit the a^r^Qgement h^ 
luld have requested ; for, although h^ 
d not the lea$t apprehenfion pf violence 
im Captain Datgetty, yet Anderspn was 
better kind, of person, a sort, of gentle^ 
in, whom h^ always liked to have.neai: 
s person." 

*^ I haye not seen tlus Aadrerson," said 
>Aubiy } << did you hire him in Eng* 
Bd?' / 

'* I d^l ^f' ssild Lord Menteith ; ^* you 
ill see the man to;morrow $ in the mean- 
»e I . w^ you -good night" 
Hid hofi^ left the i^arlineat a^:er Use 
^ening salutation, and was about to. pay 
te same compHfient to Captain Dalgetty, 



"its iMMMMnKfJMMMHI^ 

hM < bt ei 't tog hka 4lee(»lf eff|tag«ll 4tf1ttM 
dlM»ianoii of • hage piteh«» flBie^ iifNk 
tasady pcNMCt, be didaght it »^y t»'4ii' 
;tnl> him in m» laodidble an ierop lu y a i ii il » 
sad took Wh letwe wttfietit AtfCheii^ ^6i#> 
menf, •■-•'• • 

Lord Meiiteith*8 two ii«< i idiHi » «lilBf^ 
(■d the apartment ilniosi hnMedkiteely^ ift 
fet llti depntnre. IPhe good Gi^Mdil 
«lio' vnf tiow MtticKirlwtt «iierit^lH«d^^|^ 
his good cbeer, began to fiad'>yUft»'-itt» 
doing of the clftsp8< of hk •aribttCir' « IHil 
aomewhat diflfoiilt» m$ tMnUkfi 'AMtf 
main these words, kmftnpHid'hfWi^l^ 
iNOCop,--** Anderson, mjr good frteiid,*)Fdi 
flit^ relul itt Seriptore,' fhat h^thiit^pUk 
tedt off his armour shotild not bdHt^ifiri^ 
self like he that putteth it on — I hfefi fe w 
^t » iibt fAit right Mrord^' doHMiMtllf ^, 
twt the ptafit^^trtith jdT ft i§b I Mi^ Rkb « 
ileqi in my corslet, Kbe iiiMiy m ImmimI 
ftiow il»t «ever' wifkeA ftgttki, ittiMtf ^ 
wllMlie iKs^thidtfe.*^ ' 
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,: ^^\By St Andrew 1 ' sad die GapApp^taM. 

^ jCoiBmon &lloii^»«-« tiipeadiaiy inth fym 
pounds luj^ear a&d a fivery-cloak* iUmim 
iufn9$li l«o gMd to 9&mt AiiJUttsaiM Jku 

tCodkd'hiMMMitiir^at the MimaoM CMi^gp^ 

fl^f^mhotm kit k #» ta ttatri pqwBa m a iw 

j^knad tbftt Andiiradii wts^upoa^oo ofRlMt 
HHrwlf |:b«ii I «iill beip Sibbaklt^ wis 
3rj94i|ir owaiet Mtb ;»i»h/pteasure«*' > v j 
.^^ ff Too iimol tfouUe far |N>i^f n^ Ib»^ 
afid Da^etty ; << and yet it^cnild do^wi^ 
1^ luq[ia to |>ra0tj<:e how ahandaone teiv 
wti^^ m put €Mi audi fut o£ 1 mmiitti^lii 
jgjnfii Qatof?imtie^liJc««gi0ve^#^ 
iibiioiigb not ebth§9, hmny^M HlB' 



By thn tixne be i^uuittbeUed» «ti<i stood 
before the fire muamg with a fwe of ^dr^asft- 
ea wisdom on the e^rats idf ^the ev<eniiig. 
Wiiftt seemed nhieAy to interest hitai^^im 
the character of Allan M'Aixlaji : ^ To 
oome over the Englishmen :sa deverly with 
his Highland torch -beareni^^ eight bare- 
breeched Rories fot six silv»<»ndleitidcs ! 
«*-*it 17&S i master*pi6d8^>-a t(nmde.pa9M^t 
was perfect legerdemain«-<-f<aiid tO'be «« mad- 
man after all !-~I doubt .greatlj^^ ^|r ikrd> 
(shaking his heady) th«t I nmstiidlowuhioi, 
notwithstanding h^ ctlatjotisb^ ia iifwff 
lordships the privileges of a rational^per- 
son, and either battoon hitnisuffi^Undy to 
es^pkte the violeki«fi^ftnBd to mjF,i|k)enK9s, 
or else bring it i&^ matter of mor^rmbU 
trement,. as becotneth an insfedtsiLi cava- 
lier." , , . ^ , , 

' <^ If you care to hear a long stnyp^ 4m1 
luHfd Meateith,.^< at this tinieoPil.nighdt I 
can tell you why thie oircAimstanctaio^ M- 
lan's birth acoMiiit so weli Ifor^lMi ikigiriiir 
character, as to put suahv satistetftitfiiiM- 
tirely out of the question." i . / 



'^ A tonf story, 4iiy lord,** said Captain 
Dalgetty, *^ tg next to a gdod evening 
itongbi and a warm nighucap : the best 
sbMing-horn for drawing on a sound sleep. 
And rincf your lordship is pleased to take 
the brooble to tdl it, I shall rest your. pa« 
tfwt and obliged auditor." 

<* Adderson/* said Lord Menteitb, V and 
you,' SibbakI, are dying to hear, I suppose, 
of this ^ange nan too; and J believe I 
iMwr'Indtttge your ouriosity, that you may 
know bow to bctbave to him in time of 
nMd^-You had better seep to the fire 

Mkvki^ ^kM assemUed an audienee 
dbOQt him, liord Menteith sat down upon 
thef edge of t(ie four-postfed bed, while Cap- 
tg^JMgmff ^ping the relicks of thet 
p ^iis o t from his foeard wod mustachoes, and 
repeating tho iitt verse of the Lutheran 
piiism^ JiUt gufer geisier lobm de» Ihrm, 
^c. rolled himself into one of (^ places of 
refMMW, and^ thrasCing hift abode pate from' 
betftrOM Ike blaifketo, Usteiidd toLord Men* 

VOL. IIL L ' 
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tekh's relattQit in a i^mt Uwiiioua lAate^ 
between sleeping an4 wincing. , 

«* The father," said Lord Menteitb, •* «C 
the two brother^ .Angus and Allw M« A»^ 
lay, vras a gentleman of cQmiderflit«>a «9A . 
fepaily, being Jhe qbief of a fiigbJ^iKlclMi . 
of good account, . though tupt num^mcisik 
his lady, the mother of tbesp you^gt fpeot 
was a gentlewiwiap of goc^ f?ax)%*' i^ i 
may be permitted to say so of*oj)^iMfe9liji 
conn€(^ted with my own* . .Her* liipot|te^i^«a 
honourable ^d spirited yxm^ map^ «j^. 
tained from Jm^ the iS^tfe ^ g^mi^Jh^^ 

restry, and other privileges, over a rofifij^i 
clmoe a^ftcc^t to* this jcastl&f an^i-i^^C^' 
cisiiig and .de$w4iQg« these fi^\f^%h^mni^^ 
so unfortunate as tp in¥i»lHe»lM«MlCii|»lir 
quarrel with 90ioe of o^f ^i0t)i^$lA^ |fip«Ki 
booters or catf ranR,,»f whflmJcthifti^i^^ 

tain Dalgietty,. yoju mu«t ba«piiwd^#*v.^ 

exerting ^9filf. t^. awif^ <Mi|i|Kl«l^ 
« Befpr* I Jeft, thp Jfeii:f»<^ 



'de^' in the Gariocb; and the Farquharsbns 
on Dee-side, and the Clan Cbattan on the 
Gotdou^ lands, and die Grants and Came- 
Tods in Moray-land; And since that, I have 
9ee& Ibe Gravdts and Pstndours in Pannonia 

•s. 

and^^rsnsylvania, and the Cossacks from 
tbe Polish frontier, and robbers^ t)anditti, 
ancl'batbiriaiib of all tonntries besides, so 
tbat I have, a distiDct idea of your broken 
Higbfamdmen." : \ 

^ The dan,* said Eord Menteith, « with 
wMtA the teatemal uncle of the AfAulays 
half been placed in feud, was a small sept of 
bafrfiiK!, called, from their ho\iselea» state, 
an<f their incessantly wandmng among the 
mdMiAtaiiis tfnd glens, tbe Children xif ti)e 
Mf^ ' They are a ilerbe atad hardy people, 
with ^ the iiiftabiKty, and wild and vefnge- 
fdl^ ^fibrions, proper fo men who have ne* 
ver knownrthereftraiift of civfiiKed society. 
A f^rty of them lay in wait for the unfor* 
tuMKteiWarden of tbe Forest, siirprised fiim 
wlifie imntfaig' alone and unattended, and 
fllew him with every oirconvCinee of in-' 
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ventxve* cra6tty* "They* cat dff llir'ltttif, 
and resolved, iti abravaidd) to etMnb'A dt 
the castle of ht9 brothe^.tt.fai#« '^ttknti 
vras jibsent; mod the lady FeluetiByitlf''ram. 
^ed as gtiests» men against whom^peitiipSy 
she Was afiraid 'to fthdt her galel« ReOorii- 
ntettta were plaeed ^ befone ' tke'CMIdildtiictf 
the Mist/ who took an iofqiortiiiH^'tttriiiigB 
the head - of; their tictiBi ' from the TfimA m 
which it was wrappedi platted it'Mi'llie 
taUe. put a pkjbfc 1^ l^ead beNreM «he 
Ufeiesst jawa, biddiiig «bns do 4biir mttit 
QOw> since many fi^' gdoil moid *tlle>flMd 
eaten at that fable: ^^Fhe My, wfa#iiMd 
f^een abs»t fbr some bonac^ld fMn^pdse» 
entered; at tliis^ filon(»rtl itsd^ ^uf^oA^be- 
h^diog her bfotbei^s head, 'fle<^ iKko tti 
arrowy out of the house into ite wioodor.rit- 
ieieing. sbridiL upon slirttk^ Tknt'^MAstSf 
satisfied wstfa this savagotriiiinphi witb« 
drew^ Th^'ftii^d inaiiala, irf&ar emno- 
ming tiiifg alarm to Mutohthi^ Usd^beea 
spb^eptedt Mii^t their uatetauuitft '^mis* 
Uess in every* directtotti biift sheetwia no- 



f9^Kme i0 be^^qpd* The uofortimate hus> 
&od returoed next day, and, witb the as- 
sistance of 1m pMpl«» undertook a more* 
anxjous and dtttant search* but to equatt^ 
Mtde {Hirpose* It waa believed universally,, 
isbati m the^oftaoy cvf her terror^ she must 
ehbtf «lia«« throws herself over one of the 
aHimeroiis prec^>ices whidi overhang the 
lif er^ or into a deep hiket about a mile fronii 
the eastie.' Her loss vas the more lament- 
ed, ;« alio waa aiK months advanced in her 
pif^mMeyj Angus M'AuIay, her eldeA 
•on, ihavMig been; bom about eighteen 
•mmii^ beibre.^.-«-*But I tire you, C^taih 
ZMgpetty, imd you aeem inclined to sleep*** 

'* By no means,'' answered tbe soldier; 
^ iam no whit 8omn<^ent'; I always hear 
best with my ^es shut. Jt is a fashion I 
learned nhen I atood cantineL" 

^ AiNi I dare say,'^ said Lord Me&teitb, 
Mite to Andetson, '^ the weight of the halv 
bert/ctfitlie seijeant of the rounds often 
xnade him open them.** 

BeiDg apparently, however, in the hu- 
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nour of stoiyr teilio^ tbe young: 
i^Rt oii» ad^es^n^ hiops^If cbiei!|r. to Jhs 
9«i:mQt9» without ^nuMiiflg tbe ikimbc«iag 
veterw. - ^ ; . 4. 

. *' Every baron in the c6iuiilcji!»'^ at^dJkjfi^ 
^^^Qw swore reveo^ ifor tbi»49e8diidl prNtie. 

They took iu*fiis with-tbe Mkulioss 9i»14^ 
ther*in*l$w of the mtii^ered . pqmoib iivd 
tbe^ Children of the Mj&t wero hunted ^nra, 
I belie ve» with as little meccy a^^rtbc^F luul 
them$elves iQMif(^i^v Si^v^oto9fm k»B^ 
the bloody tropbi^i of 1iieir;veageaQce^ 
.wer0 distributed among tbe aHMOf*«id(frd 
the crows upon the giates. .of their enlks. 
The jBurvivors sought out more distant iwQ- 
dernessesy to wbich they retreated.**- . - 

<< To your right iiMtd, ' counte&march 
and retreat to yoga: former, ground,? Mtd 
Captain Daigetty ; the military piiiait«i»r 
ving produced the corr^pondent word of 
command ; and then starting up» professed 
he had been profoundly atteaitlve to^einsy 
word that had been ^ i$poH en*. ; « ) : - 
, << It is the cuatom in summer/' satd^ioid 
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'IRnteith, without minding l^is apology^ "to 
send the cows to the upland pastures to 
i^Ve the benefit of the grass ; and the thaids 
of the village, and of the family, gb there 
to mfflc them in the morning and evening. 
"^hile thus empbyed, the females of this 
ifbmily, to their great terror, perceived that 
Iheir melons were watched at a distance 
ligr a*pai^ thki, meagre figure, bearing a 
•larong resemblance to their deceased mis- 
tress, and passing, of cour^, for her appa- 
rition. When some of the boldest resolved 
to approach this faded forrn^ it fi|ed from 
tbem into the woods with a wild shriek. 
^ 1^ husband, informed of this circum- 
stance, came up to the glen with some at- 
tendants, and took his measures so well as 
to ihtefcept the retreat of the unfortunate 
Aigitive, and to secure the person of his 
unfortunate lady, though her intellect pro- 
ved to be totally deranged. How 9he 
supported herself during her wandering in 
the woods could not be known — some sup- 
poaed she lived upon roots and wild ber- 
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riesr Dvith which th$ wjoods M that ft9Ui||Q 
abounded ; but the greater part of t|;ie jft^* 
gfix were satisfied that she mu9t baye ./m)|^ 
Bisted upon the roilk of the wild 4^^ RF 
been nourished by the fairie^ f^f 4|ip|K>it^ 
in some manuer equally varvellpus. Ij^^ 
re^appearance was more easily acoppNMe^ 
for* She had seen from tb^ thicket ^ffi 
milking of the cow8» to superinti^id wjiieb 
had been her favourite domestic^ ffn|^kg^ 
ment, and the habit had prevailed ,fvfy|i.jl9 
her deranged state of mind* 

<< In due 3eason the unfortonai^ lady.]«9f 
delivered of a boj^ who not only f^ew/f^ 
no appearance pf having suffer^^ fi^iH; jtuf 
piother's calamities^ b^t appear^^d to b^4J| 
infant of uncommon health apd st^em^ 
The unhappy mother, after her confinfr? 
inent, recovered herreason-— at leaMi il^.H 
great measure, but never her hef^t^ m)4 
spirits. Allan was her only joy« liter jM^ 
tention to him was unremittiqg j a/^ ^ 
questionably she must have impressed. HpQQ 
his early mind rnany of thcxse fypepititi^fi[ 
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ideas^to whieh his moody and enthusiastic 
' temper gave so ready a reception. Slie 
" died when he was about ten years old, Hfer 
last words were spoken to him in private ; 
liut there is littte doubt that they convey- 
""ed aYi injunction of vengeance upon the 
Children of the Mist, with which he has 
Imice amply complied. 
^ '^Fi'om this moment the habits of Allan* 
'M^Aulay were totally changed. He had. 
^tSierto been his mother's constant coni- 
panion, listening to her dreams^ and re- 
peating his own, and feeding his imagina- 
tion, which, probably fromi the cucunft- 
Stances preceding his birth, was conatituV 
tionally deranged, with alt the wild and 
terrible superstitions so common to the 
mountaineers, to which his unfortunate 
tnothet hkd become much addicted sinc^ 
ber brotfadr's death. By tiWng in this man*^ 
net,* the boy bad gotten a timid, witd^ 
stertted" loqic, loved to seek out solitary 
pSaces in thfe woods,' and was never' so 
jiiacfa terrified as by the approach of chiU 



* 
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dren of, the same age. I reoietiibeiv il« 
though some years younger, beiog tiroiight 
up here by my father upon a vimU *of 
can I forget the astonisbmeut vith-^bs^ 
I saw this infant • hermit dfaw .evefy^ at- 
tempt I made to <^gage him. in tbe spctfts 
natural to our age. I can remembetbis 
father bewailing his^ disposition to qoiiie, 
and allegiQg» fit the, game time, thatlt-^^ 
impqsaible for liim.to take fronn his ^/v;>6 fl«s 
.copipany of the boy» as be jeemdk.lc^fbe 
the only cons^tioa t))at remsiwied' toiber 
in this world, aiid as tbe ^m^^iximt f^m^ 
Allan's society a£S>rde4 her seemed to pfe- 
vent the recurrei34e» ^t least m its ^H 
fojppe, of that fearful malady by vW.fatekf-«lie 
b^d been vM»ted* But, after the dealfafi:4of 
his mother* tbe habits and manttera of ^ke 
boy seemed at o^ee to ehapge* It is intetke 
remained aa thau^uful a^d setMuaid bfi- 
fpre i and long fity of sile^te aml:«tMtriC- 
tion shewed plainly: that bffl 4i<^pw}<io<^> ^ 
this respect, wits jq. DQ;vdegfee alMwd* 
But at other time% he aougbt/.wt ^ 
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rectderrcto^es of the youth of th^ cteiri, 
iH/fiidh fae^ had hitherto seemed anxious to . 
^Bivcnd* He took share in all their exer- 
eises j and, from bis very cxtrabrdiaary 
personal strength, soon excelled his bro- 
ther and otlier youths, whose age con- 
aiderably exceeded his own. They who 
^had hitherto held him in contempt, now 
'£^ared, if they did' not love him ; and, in- 
stead of Allan's being esteemed a dreaming, 
^wdmanishy and feebled-mtnded boy^v those 
who encountered him in sports- or military 
exercise, now complained that; when heat- 
>6d by the strife, he was too apt to turn 
game into -earnest, and to forget that he 
%ad-only engaged in a friendly trial of 
i^ength,-A«-But I speak to regardless ears," 
^Miit Lord Menteith, interrupting himself, 
^^DT ^e Captain's nose now gave the most 
'ktdiikptitable signs that he was fkst locked 
'm Nthe arms of oblivion* 
"' *» If you mean the ears of that snorth>g 
*wine, my lord,** said Anderson, ** they 
ftfCt ii^eedi shut to anything that you can 
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say ; nevertheless^ this gbice ^ia§i^iifi$|£Qp 
more private conference, I hqfie)j<Hi,i|FiU 
have the.goQdn^ss to proceef), fa^ Si|it])a}d'^ 
benefit and for min^. The histoiy of tbiji 
poor young fellow has a deep aiid wJUd 40^ 
terest in it." 

** You must know, then/' ooatin^^ 
Lord Menteitb, <^ that AUan continued to 
increase in strength and aqtivfly till^ia.^ 
teenth year, about which tim^^-he f^atfinqd 
a total independence of ct^ari^cte^ «{UJ|4 
impatience of controul, which pf^^cih ^^^MV^ 
ed his survivii]\g parent He vfafb u^p^^ifk 
the woods for whole dafs and mg)f ts,, ^4lV 
pretence of hujjijmg^ though l\e clid ^t^i^ir 
ways bring home gapie^ Qis father i|Mi|.^ 
more alarmed, beqs^use several fif ^^Q^ 
dren of the Mist^ encouri^f^d h^^Jim-:^ 
creasing troubles of tbestajte^^ad |Vei|)ii|efl I 
back to their old hauntg^ nor didj^ ^^h^9^ 
it altogether safe to r^new a^y i^ttsi/^kjq^ 
them. The risk of Allan, in jus y^^ndpr^ 
ings, sustainii]^ ^njury fro)ii the^ SWdJK^ 



A USdfito bt BCOKTROSE* 25S 

tiiie ft^t-booters, was a perpetual source 
of apprehension. 

^< I was m) sdf upon a visit to the castle 
vheo ibis matter was brought to a crisis. 
iUlan-had been absent since day- break in 
the woods^ where I had sought for him in 
vain $ it was a dark stormy night, and he 
did not return. His father expressed the 
utmoirt Buxiety, and spoke of detaching a 
party at the dawn of morning in quest of 
biaii when» as we were sttting at the sup- 
pei^taUe, the door suddenly opened, and 
Allan entered the room with a proud, 
firm, and confident ain His intractability 
of tMnper, as well as the unsettled state of 
his mind, had such an influence over his 
fBLthetf that he suppressed all other tokens 
of ^pleasure, excepting the observatiot^ 
that I had killed a fiit buck, and had re^ 
turaed before sun-set, while he supposed 
Allan, who had been on the hill till midp 
nighty had returned with empty hands. 
< Are yon sure of that f said Allan, fierce- 
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ly } * here is something will teii yotx ano- 
ther tale,' 

** Wfe now observed his hands were 
•bloody, and that there were spots of blood 
on his facet and waited the i^sue witir im- 
patience ; when suddenly,^ undoingthe cor- 
ner of bis plaid» he roHed down on' the ta- 
ble a human head, bloody and new «- 
vered, saying, at the same time, * Lie thou 
where the head of a better marilay bifore 
^e.' From the hagard leatiu^s, imd «** 
'ted r€d*hair and beard, partly grizzled itiMb 
Age, bis' father atid' Others present fMD^ 
nised the head of Hector of'the^ Mistl a 
^wdi-known leader among the oulIisLwr,^ n^ 
doubted for strtngth and fefocityi «^ 
liBd beefii active in the murder of tte^m* 
fortunate warden, mtd had efteaiped^% 
^kssperate defenoe -dftd ^Mrao^inary ^fii 
4y, wheo no many of 'hid compatitons'wete 
dertroyed* We we^ dl, it may btt'bflF 
ikved, struck with suVf^e, bulh Attwi n^ 
iued to gratify oar curiosity ; ai^^we vAf 



ecmjectured that he must have overcome 
the outlaw after a desperate struggle, !hJ- 
caase we discovered that be had sustained 
srreral wouads ffoin the contest. All mea- 

r 

mres were now taken to ensure him againcM; 

. the vengeance of the free-booters, but neL- 

. tiier his wounds nor the positive commatid 

. of his father, nor even the locking the gates 

of the dastle and the doors of his apartmenl, 

wece preoautions adequate to prevent AU 

hmi from seeking ou€ the very persons to 

whom her was peculiarly obnoxiouSi life 

inade Uis eseape by night from dicrwindow 

.oi the apartment, and kughingiat hia £i. 

.ritieif s vaia care, piodaced on one •occasion 

$hB head of one, and upon another those of 

.tmoroi the Children cff the 'Mist» At lenqgtii 

iliieie mra, fltoee as they were> became a^ 

ppHed by the inveterate aoii&osity' and ao- 

idMify ffith which Allan aonghtjout their 

s^c^esaes. As he never hesitated tx> encoiWi* 

jer any odds^ diey condoded that he mnet 

fawr a eharyied Ufe^ or'%ht under the gtisc^ 

dimship of adme aupera^tural influenoa 



Neither gun, dirk, nor dourlach,-tfi<?y 
availed aught against hioii They imputed 
Hiis to the remarkable circamstlances undor 
which he was born i and at length five or m 
of the stoutest Caterans of the Higbknds 
would have fled at AHan's haUoo, or the VUA 
CfF his horn* In the meaQlirhile» faiHrevltry 
{hey carried on their old trade, and 'did 
the M'Aulays, as wdl as their kmmen 
lind allies, as much miscbief as Aey coald. 
This provoked another expedition m^pSoit 
the tribe, in which I had mj riikre; we 
surprised them effectually, by B e s et ti ng 
at once the upper and under passes of tfie 
county, and made such dean work as is 
usual on these occnions, bnrnii^ and alsy- 
ing rijght before ns. In tins terril^ upeeies 
cf wan «vei;i the females jmd the befpless 
do not always escape*. One little madden 
idoiie» who smiled upon Alkn^ dtanm 
dirky escaped bis vengeance upon my^euk 
nest entreity. Sbt wm broagbt *to' the 
easde, and here faredvup undarthe imme 
c£ Annot Lyle^ tiie most beautiM litde 



fnlry certainly thiat aver danced upim a 
hanth Ji>y «iooa4igbU It was tong ere Al- 
lan could endure the presence of the diild, 
UQlil it .accunred to his ib^agtoatioD^ from 
hv features >iieriiap8» that she did not b**- 
kMlg to the hated blood .of bis enemiiev 
;lnit Jbad become tjheir cajptive in some of 
their incursions ; a circumatimce not ia 
jUseif impossihIe» but iik which: he believes 
asifir^lyia* w holy .wxit. He is particulai^- 
iff4^\ighie^ bjf her skill in asustCt which is 
Mp^ e9Lglu«te» that she ftr exceeds the beat 
H^etifeniiers in thi^ country in playing, on iJie 
di^hach or h^j^« It was discovered that this 
pfo^uqed ,upon the disturbed spirits of AU 
lligOgJii his^gtoemiest mood/b beneficial e£. 
igf^ similar to tkQ9fi expeciepcied by the 
Jewish monarch of old^ and so engaging 
j;» t^e temp^ of Annot J^yle» ao fascinar 
Uqg the innooence and ^iety of her dispo- 
ViUVOk, that she is considf^i«d Mid tres^ted |f^ 
the castle ^:^er as the sister of the prpf 
prietor, than as a depf^ndent upon his cha- 
rity Indeed, it is iai{Nissible for any one 
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to see her without being dee{dy inter estod 
by the iiigenait^» liveliaeas^. and sweetness 
of her dispMition.*^ 

<< Take care, my lord/' said Andefsoo, 
Asailing ; «< there is danger in such violeDt 
cearmendations. Allan M' Aulay, ab your 
lordship describes hiaa/ would pru^re^no 
very safe rival/' ^ . . . ; 

<< Pooh ! pooh !'^ isaid Lord Meiiteitb» 
laughing, yet Uusbkig at- the same time ; 
<< Allan is not aeccBiiMe to the paanoo ef 

ly, ^* Annot's unknown birth k a snffieuait 
reason against Serious desi^s, and her . un- 
protected state precludes every other*** 

<< It is spoken Uke yoursetf, my Iord»* 
said Anderson. — ^<* But I ttw^ you-*wifi 
proceed with your interesting story/' . 

** It is well tiigh fitiisked,'* said JUosd 
Men teith j << I have (Hily to adi^ tliat, ftoffi 
tlie great strength andcowage of .AUan 
M^Aulay, from his energetic and unoon* 
troulahle dispontion^ and ftom an opinioa 



* • * 
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generally entertained and encjburaged by 
himself, that he holds communion with su- 
pernatural beings, and can predict future 
events, the clan pay a much greater de- 
gfjBe of deference to him than even to his 
brother, who is a bold-hearted rattling 
.Highlander, but with* nothing which can 
possiW/ rival the extraordinary character 
of his Jrodnger brother,*' 

^ Saeh a character,** said Anderson, 
/* cannot but have the deepest effect oh 
the minds of a Highland host. We must 
«eetif e Allan, tAf lord, at all events. Wliat 
between his bravery and bis second sight** — 

« Hu3h V" said Lord Menteith, « that 
.owl is awaking.'^ 

^< Do you talk of the second sight, or 
deuteroseapia ?** said the soldier ; ^< I re- 
•Qiem:ber memorable Majoi* Monro telling 
Ktae boAv Murdodi Mackenzie, born in As- 
lint, a private gentleman in a company 
and a pretty < soldier, foretold the death of 
Donald Tough, a Lochtfber man, and cer- 
tain othet persons, as well as the hurt of 



the ougor himsi^lf tt a sudden onfi^ at the 
si^e of Traiiewed.", 

^ I have often beard, oi this faculty," 
observed Anderson, <* but I have sAwaya 
thought those pretending to it werf» either 
.enthusiasts or impostors."^ 

^ I should be l^^" said liord Menteitb, 
*^to apply either character to my kinsmaOi 
Allan M^Aulay. He has shewn on many 
occasions too much acuteness and sensci 
of which you this night had lus inatanc^ 
for the character of an enthunast r and his 
high sense of honour, and manliness of dis* 
position^ free him from the charge of im- 
posture." 

*< Your lordship, then," aaid. Anderson, 
<< is a believer in his supernatural attri- 
butes?' 

^« By no nieans," said the young noble- 
man } " I think tl^at be persuades himself 
that the predictions which are, in reality, 
the result of judgment and reflection, are 
Jiupernatural impveMioaa.on his mind, just 
,as fanatics conceive the workings of their 
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set 



own imagUifttioh to be divine insptration-- 
at least, if this will not serve you, Ander^ 
son, I have no better explanation to give ; 
and it id time we were all asleep after the 
toilsome journey ef the day." 
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CHAPTER Vt 



Coming ev«Qte oud thtirduidiyire befeva 

Campbell* 



At an early hour in the meriujag the 
guests of the Castle qpruiig from thmr re- 
pose ; and^ after a moineiit'3 private com^ 
versatioD with his atteD4aiitSy Jjoscd Meii« 
tdth addressed the scddier^ who was s^at-. 
ed in a ^mer buroisbing his oordefr wi|^. 
rotstone and shamois-leathett whife hf 
hummed the old song in honour of the 
victorious Gustavus Adolphus :«^ 

When caiuion aire rcMffisg, aiid bulleU «Ke. %r^^ 
The lad that would have honour^ hoys, tnust nevet 
fear dying* 

m 

" Captain Dalgetty,** said Lord Mcn^ 
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teith^ ^* the ttme is come that we must part, 
or become comrades in service.'* 

^< Not belbre breakfast, I hope,'' said 
Captain Dalgetty. 

«< I' should have thought,* replied his 
l^mlship, << that your garrison was victual^ 
led for three days at least.?' 

<^ I have still some stowage left ibr beef 
afid baAtiocks/' said the Captain ; << and I 
never miss a favourable opportunity of ra* 
nc^lng i3]y ^uf^Hes.'^ 

«« But,- said Lord Menteith, « ho )a- 
d^icaNws oiNi^maiider allows^ eithar flags of 
tnn^ or ' tiMtralfi to regain in his oamp 
longer timh Is prudent f and therefore we 
mtist kaow your nmd ra:actly, aecerdhig 
to #hkh ytm sitall either bafve a safe iMSh^ 
duct to depart in p^use, ta he welcome fc6 
remain with ns.^ 

^ Truly;'' said the Captain, "^ that being 
tbe a»e, I will not attempt to protract the 
oiftitulatiofi by m coiwter&ited' parley, (a 
^ing exoellently prMttsed by Sir lames 
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Ramsay at the siege of Ibaitiaii» in tiie 
year of God .l$3/6^y btit I will frankly own, 
tiiai if I like your ps^< as^di as yoiur pro- 
vant and your company, I aire not bo* 
soMi I takerthe oath to your cdkntfa.'' ' - 
' *' Oitr pay/' said Lord Mcntei^, «< tntat 
at present be saraU* siiiee it Is piMd out isf 
the oommim stook^ taisad byr tbe few 
amongst as who ctm comaoand 'some fisttds 
-«4is major uid ad^iitant^ I daife sot prottka 
Captain Dalgetty more than hidf a 



» 



. ^ The dei^ take aBhahitoainid^aftnh!* 
said tlie Captain ^^Vwera^tn n^ropfdoo^ i 
ooakl nn more oonsent to the tfadlriiqf of 
thatdoHar^ tfau the^immm ifiifae Jndgu 
meat of Solomon, to the' di ss e r c r t fa o sit ' of 
die ditld of her bowds;** 

'< The parallel will softee hoM, 09. 
tarn Dali^tfy, for I tUMc you wbnU fs^ 
dmr consoit 40 ^tfae darkling of tho'^doii^ 
thai) giver it up oatico'to jrowr en(tpetiloa& 
SbveVer* in the-wajr 'of andara 1 



^rotoise jeo the ^other lialf«doUar at the 
eml of the campa^n.'' . . 
^vAhl tfaefteanearages/' said Oap tain Dal- 
get^y '^ that are always promiaed, and al-^ 
ways go fdr nothiiig ! Spain, Austria, and 
Sweden, all atng one seng. Oh J long life 
to tiie.Hogan-oiogaiis ! if they were no of- 
ficers or soldiers, they were good pay-mas- 
teca.' And yet, my iQcd, if I conld but be 
laade oertiorated that my natural heredi- 
trtttient of Drmiithwacket had fallen intd 
possession of any of these loons of Cove- 
liaaters^ who .could be, in the^ev^nt of our 
tUQoess^ made a traitor of, I have so mtich 
Value &r tkat fertile and pleasant spot, 
AiMtX would etea take on wi' ywi^ tim 
iCaoipa^n.'' 

^^ I can resplve Captain Dalgetty's ques- 
t]0n/' -said Sibbald, Lord Menteith's se- 
QOod afct«:idant, ^^ for if bis estate of Drum* 
i^iwack^t be,, as X conceive, the long waste 
p(ioor.socidled^.thatrltos:five miles south of 
,4bfr()e€f0, 1 can teUhmit.was lately pur« 

¥OL« III. M 
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chased by Blias Stnchan, as rank a rInI 
as ever swore the Covcnaat.** 

<< The crop*eared *iioontl l'^ aaid Ca^pitwi 
Dalgetty, ma rage; "what the devil give 
bim the assurance ^o*purehase the inlMi 
tffnce of k £xmily of four hundred yesn 

to say at Marescfaal Cdiege, tUtt is to 8ay« 
I wMl pull him oot of my fiitherlt hotse 
by the ears* And so, tny Lord Menteifli, 
Iain yovrsy hand aaid nmorA^ body-^a0d| 
sonli till deiath do itf part, or lo tke^end of 
the next campaign, whiebcvec event i^ili 
jBr^ come to pass.** 

^« And I,'' said die young noblenM, 
^ rivet the bai^atn by a monlih'S' -pay-" In 
advance.'' 

'** That is more tfainiiieceasary/'iflaid Bal- 
getty, pocketing the money however^ «• Aat 
now I must go down, look after nsy 'war« 
saddle and abuilsiements, and sm « Ikttt 
Oustavus has his^motning, and iteli<faiarire 
bav? taken new^seririfce^" 

♦* There goes your precious . Tecruit,'* 



iNpi^ liOrd AfenteUh to Andersopi as the 
Captain left the room} << I f$ar we alu^ 
^MiTire Jittle; credit of hip." 

*^ He is a man of the times, however^'' 
aidd Aoderaon} ** and without such we 
4boald hardly be able to carry an our eja* 
teqHfiae.'* 

^ Let us go down,'' answered Lord Men- 
Uiih^ ^v 4iid see how o^ur muster is likely 
t9 tbrlve» tfor I iiear a good 4eal of bqstle 

i«jibe caat^." 

;Wh^ th»y en^ed.jl;he hi^ly the domi^ 
tics keeping modestly in the back-grpundt 
inorning greetingil past between Lord Men- 
%lHh» Angus |f ^Ajulay» and hjis English 
g^es^, wbil^ Allan, ocoupyii^ the same 
settle which he had filed the preceding 
^fQin&}>»id no attenibian whatever to any 
one. 

: OMiDo^fJd hastily rushed into the apart- 
ment« ^< ^. m^qssage .from Vich Alister 
DC^^Qfi he jis. coming up in ,the evening." 

** With hQw mai^y atten4ant3r said 

M*Aulay* 

11 
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** Some five-and'twentj or tbitff/^ said 

♦ ■• 

Donald, <* his ordinary retinue." 

• • ■ • 

<< Shake down plenty of straw in the 
great barn/' said the Laird. 

Another servant here' stumbled hastily 
in, announcing the expected arrival of Sir 
Hector McLean, <^ who is arriving wif& a 
large following." 

^ Put them in the malt kiln," said M^Au- 
lay ; ^* and keep the breadth of the mid- 
denstead between them and the M^Do^ 
nalds^ they are but unfriends to each 
other.** 

Donald now re*entered| his visage con- 
siderably lengthened— *< The tiePs i* the 
folk/' he said; << the hale Hielands are 
asteer, I think. Evan !Dhu, of LfOchiel, 
will be here in an hour, with Lord l^ens how 
many gillies." 

^* into the great barn with them beside 
the McDonalds," said the Laird. ' ' 

More and more Chiefs were announced, 
ihe least of whom would haVe accounted it 
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AerogBtoTy to his dignity to stir without a 
retione of six- or seven persons. To every 
"new. annonciatioD, Angus M^AuIey an- 
swered by naming some place of accommo- 
dations—the stable, the loft, the cow-house,^ 
the sheds, every domestic oflSce was des- 
'tined for the night to some hospitable pur- 
pose or accommodation. At length the 
Mrival.of M^Dougal of Lorn, after all his 
means of accommodation were exhausted, 
reduced him to some perplexity. " ^hat 
the devil is to be done,.Donald ?* said be; 
♦* the great barn would hold fifty more, if 
they would lie heads and thraws j but there 
would be drawn dirks amang them which 
should lie uppermost, and so we should 
'liaise bloody puddings before morning !" 

" What needs all this ?" said Allan, start- 
ing up, and coming forward. with the stern 
abruptness of his usual manner ; *^ are the 
•Gael to-day of softer flesh or whiter bbod 
:than tlieir fathers were? Knock the head 
oi^t of a cask of usquebae, let that be their 
night geaTf—theif plaids their bed clothes 
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^^and the blue Bkf their canopfi wA dit 
heather their coach-«>^come a tbousalHl: 
more, and they would not quarrel on Ae 
broad heath for want of room !" 

" Allan is right/* said bis broth€r ; **^ it 
is very odd how AUao, who, between our* 
selves/' said he to Musgrave, ^^ it a little 
^wowf, seems at times to have more sense 
than us all put togd;hen Observe \dm 
now." 

*^ Yes/' continued Allan, fixing hia ejm. 
with a ghastly stare upon the opposite side 
of the hall, << they may well b^in aa they 
are to end ; many a man will sleep tfass 
night upon the heath, that when the Mar* 
tinmas wind shall blow shall lie there sftark 
enough, and reck little of cold or lack of 
covering.'* 

<< Do not fore^eak us, brolfaer," 8»d 
Angus ; << that is not lucky." 

^* And what luck is it then that you ol^ 
pect?" said Allan ; and straining his e^ 
until they almost started from their, saeb' 
ets, he fell with a convulsive- sfattdderaato 



the arms of Donald. and his brother, who, 
knowing the nature of his fits, had come 
i^fiar to prevent Jiis fall. They seated him 
upon a benchy and supported him until he 
QfiBie to himself, and was about to speak. 

<( For God's sake, Allan," said his bro« 
tbeTf who knew the impression his mystical 
woirda were likely to make on many of the . 
gueats, *< say nothing to discourage us»" 

*• Am I he who discourages you ?" said 
^lan ? ♦« let everv man f^*"** ^'« T""'^'! 12 I 

AblVl face mine. That which must, comci 
mil come; and we shall stride gallantly 
cww many a field. of victory ere we reach 
yon fatal siaughter'-place^ or tre^d yon sable 
atsalfolds i*" 

«* What slaughter-place ? what scaf- 
folds ?•• exclaimed several voices ; for Al- 
latfB renown as a seer was generally esta* 
blished in the Highlands. 

^* You wUl know that but too soon," an- 
swered Allan. << Speak to me no more, I 
aj» weary of your questions*" He then* 
{Hreiaed his hand against his brow, rested 
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his elbow upon his knee, and sunk into a 
deep reverie. . 

• *« Send for Annot Lyle, and the harp * 
said Angus, in a whisper, to his servant^ 
** and let those gentlemen follow me, \v'ho 
do not fear a Highland breakfast.'' 

All accompanied their hospitable land- 
lord excepting only Lord Menteith, who 
lingered in one of the deep embrasures 
formed by the windows of the hall. Au- 
pot Xvle shortly after glided into l^f 
room, not ill described by Lord Menteillb 
as being the lightest and most fairy figure 
that ever trod the turf by moon-light. Her 
stature, considerably less than the ordinaiy 
size of women, gave her the appearance of 
extreme youth, insomuch, that although 
she was near eighteen, she might have 
passed for four years younger. Her figure, 
hands, and feet, were formed upon a mo^ 
del of exquisite symmetry with the sijse and 
lightness of her person, so that Titania her** 
self could scarce have found a more fitting 
representative. Her hay: was a dark qfaAde 
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erf* the colour usually termed flaxen^ whose 
clustering ringlets suited admirably with her 
fiuc complexion, and with the playful, yet 
simple expression of her features* When 
we add to these charms, that Annot, in 
bet orphan , state, seemed the gayest and 
happiest of maidens, the reader must allow. 

4 

US to claim for her the interest of almost all 
who looked on her* In. fact, it was impos- 
ftible to find a more universal favourite, 
and she often came among the rude inha- 
bitants of the castle, aS: Allan himself, in a 
poetical mood, expressed it, ** like a sun^ 
beam an a sullen sea,'^ communicating to 
ail others the cheerfulness that filled her 
awti mind. . 

.- Annot, Buch as we have described her,; 
Milled and blushed, when, on entering the 
apartment, Lord Men teith came from his 
piftce of retirement, and kindly wished her 
good-morning, 

*< Aod good<rmorning to you, ray lord,** 
returned she, extending her hand to hec 
friend ; ** we have seldom seen you of late 

M2 
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at tlie castle, and now t fbar it is with ik) 
peaceful purpose/^ 

** At leasts let me not interrupt your 
harmony, Annot,*^ said Lord Menteitfa, 
** though my arrival may bfeed discord 
elsewhere. My cousin, Allan, needs the 
assistance of your voice and music." 

** My preserver," said Annot Lyie, •• has 
a right to my poor exertions ; and yoa, too, 
my lord, — ^you, too^ are my preserve, and 
wer^e the most active to save a Kie that is 
worthless enough^ unless it can benefit my 
protectors." 

So saying, she sate down at a lifcde disi 
tance upon the bench on which Alhm M^* 
Aulay was placed, and tuning her daiP' 
shach, a small harp, about thirty inches 
in height, she accompanied it with her 
voice. The air was an ancient Gaelic me» 
lody, and the words, which were supposed 
to be very old, were in the same language ; 
but we subjoin a translation of them, by 
Secundus M^Pherson, Esq. of Glenforgen, 
which^ although submitted to the feiteis 
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of English rhythm, we trust will be fbund 
nearly as genuine as the version of Ossian 
hy his celebrated namesake. 

1. 

** Bird» of omen daxk and foul, 
:N%6l-crow^ raven, bat and owiy 
Leave the sick man to htv dreamt— 
All night long he heard yoiir scream.-*^ 
Haste to cave and ruined towier. 
Ivy, tod^ or dtagled4»ower, 
Hiere to wink and mop, for, haric ! 
In the mid air sii^ the lark. 

2. 
** Hie to moorish gills and rocks. 
Prowling w^and wily foX|— - 
■ • / . Hie you fiist,: nor turn your view. 
Though the lamb bleats to the ewe. 
Couch your trains, and speed your flighty 
Safety parts with parting night ; 
* And on distant echo born, 
Comes the hunter's early horn. 

3. 

'* The moon's wan crescent scarcely gleamsi 
Ghost-like she fades in morning beams ; 
Hie hence each peevish imp and fay 
That scare the pilgrim on his way :— 
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Quench, kel^ i qaenchi hi hog and j&iv 
Thy torch that cheats benighted men ; 
Thy dance is o'er^ thy reign is doDe>: 
For Benyieglo hath seen the sun. 



'' Wild thoughtt^ thtV eioM, dark and deep, 
O'erpower the passive mind in sleep. 
Pass from the slumberer's soul away. 
Like night-mists from Che brow of day :-^ 
Foul hag, whose blasted visage grim 
Smothers the pul«e, unp^ves Ike Umbr 
Spur thy dark palfrey, and b^egone I 
Thou darest not face the godlike sun.'* 



As the strain proceeded, Allan M'Aulajr 
gradually gave signs of reco?eruig his pre- 
sence of mind and attention to the objects 
around him. The deep-knit furrows of his 
brow relaxed and smoothed^ themselves ; 
and the rest of his features^ which had 
seemed contorted with internal agony, re- . 
lapsed into a more natural state. When 
he raised his head and sat upright^ his 
countenance, though still deeply melan* 
choly, wjia diverted of its wildness and 
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ferocity; and* in its composed state, al* 
though by no means handsome, the expres* 
sion of his featores was striking, manly, and 
even noble. His thick, brown eye-brows^ 
wluch had hitherto been drawn close toge- 
ther, were now slightly separated, aa in the 
natural state ; and his grey eyes, which had 
rolled and flashed from under them with an 
unnatural and portentous gleam, now reeo* 
vered a steady and determined expression, 

<• Thank God !'' he said, after sitting si* 
lent for about a minute, until the very last 
sounds of the harp had ceased to vibrMe, 
«< my soul is no longer daricened— -the misi 
hath passed from my spirit." 

M You owe thanks, cousin Allan,** said 
Lord Menteith, coming forward, ** to An- 
no! Lyle, as well as to heaven, for thisr 
happy change in your melancholy mood," 

<< My noble cousin Menteith/' said A1- 
lan^ rising and greeting him very respect- 
fully, as well as kindly, ^* has known my 
unhiq[>py circumstances, so long, that his 
kindness will require no excuse finr my be- 
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ifig .dii]8:late ki' biddiiig him weicometo 
tlie castle.^ 

^ We are too old acqiunxtanses, AUaii^* 
laid LordMeatatiw *^ and too good firiend^ 
te abaad on the oecenionai of out«md 
greeting ; but here will be half the High- 
Ikada^tot^day^ am}^ yon knawv iritb: one 
.flH>mrtain Chie6 ceremony mnst not- be 
aagiecledi What will yon gi^e litde A» 
not: for nndiing you fit company ta moot 
Evan Dhu» and Iknow not how many boo- 
Bate and feathers ?" 

,: ^ What wiiL he give meP* aatd> AMmt» 
muling; << nothing less, I hope, thsm Ike 
best ribbon at the fair of Dome/' 

«f The lair of Douae^ Amiot?' a<U 
Alhm sadLy^ ^^ theriL* will be Uoo^ work 
before diat day, and I may. noiror see it; 
but fim have wdl remmded. me of what I 
iuute km^ intended tO'do»" 

Hanng-mid this, heiefttbe rooea^ . 

If Should he talk loi^ in thta mwuier/ 
tNMd Lord MenteiA, ^ yon mmt keep yaw 
hacp in tame^ my dear Aoooti" 



. *f"i bope mty'* fluid? Aoiiot» aimkm^^<; 
«^ this fit has been a long one, and: ptcdm^ 
hly will not soon return. It is fearfi^ to 
see a miiidy noturaUj geaetoos and.aff» 
tkuaatey afiUcted by this oonstitottODaLoMk 

ladj*? 

As she spoke in a low andeondMeotiat. 
tone, Loffd Mosteidi naturally drew dbte, 
and stooped forwards^ tiiat he mi^t tht 
batter ^atcb the sense of what, she smdL 
When 'Allan sudden tyf entered the apart- 
ment, they naturally drew back, from eaHii 
other with a mniner expressive of coot* 
soiousness, as if surprised in a conveiraaiicA 
wMeh they wiriied toheep secret from bin. 
This did- not ewape Allan's observation; 
he-stopt short at the door of tbe apartneAt 
—his brows were contracted~-hia eyes rait 
ed $ bufe it irus only the paroxysoi o#a mo* 
ment He passed bis broad sinewy land 
across his brow, as if to xMkerate tiwm 
signs aS emotbn, and advanced towards 
Annot, holding in his hand a very smsM 
box made of ool^wood, ounously inlaid. 



t* I teke you to iirilne»i»'^'be said, A< dotAm 
Menteith) that I give this bdx and its con>^ 
tents to Annot Lyle» It CMttains a few cAv 
amcnts that belonged to my poor mothec 
-«iof trifling Talue, you may guess, for the 
wife of a Highland laird has seldom a rich 
jewel cadcet.? 

' ^.ficit these 6raaments,"-sftid Annot Lyfe) 
gently and timidly refujs^ng the box, ^* be^ 
long to the family*^! cannot accept" ■ * < . 
, ** They belong to me alone, Anndt,?* 
mki, AJIan, iaterrnpting her ; .*^ they m&e 
my mother's dying; bequ^L: They aise att 
I can: call my .awn, exei^t an^ plaid and 
my elaymeire. Take, them, , thetefiure— * 
ikey arc to me valu€fless trinkets«4-and k^p 
tliMi £or ; my sake^^^iould I never renwt 
irom these wars.'' 

JSo: swying, he opened the one^. and pre« 
ses^d it ta Annot^ <^ If," said' he, M.tbey 
are of any valtae^ dispose of ^m fi>f yo«c 
own support, when this house. has been 
c<muimed with hostile fire, and cait. oo 
longer affiir<l. yo^ proteci^n^r-^Bot keep 
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one nng in .memary of AUao, who. bat 
done to requite your kiiidoessy i£ not att 
he wished, at least all he could.'- 

Annot Ly-Ie endeavoured in vain ta.n^ 
strain the gathering tears, vrben she said* 
" Ofcie ring, Allan, I will accept from yott 
as a memorial of your goodness to a poor 
orpban. but do not press me. to take more ; 
for I can not, and will not, accept a gift of 
such disproportioned value.** » 

**Jdake your choice, then,", said. Allan j * 
** your delicacy may be welUfou^ided } tbe 
others shall assume a shape in which th^y 
may be more useful to you." 

" Think not of. it," said Annot^ choo^' 
siQg from, the contents of the casket a ring^ 
apparently the most 1 rifling in value Whicii 
it contained ; ** keep them for your own,^ 
or your brother'^ bride.-^But, good hM^ 
vena!" she saidy interrupting herself^ and 
looking at the ring, *< what is this tbirt I 
have chosen ?" 

Allan hastened to look upon it, with 
eyes of gloomy apprehension ; it bore, isi 



attitnelf a d«atfl^sl.llead above two^vmed 
daggers* When AUaa recognised tbe^ i^ 
vice, he uttered a sigh so deep, that «Hfl 
dropped the ring from her hand, which 
roUed upon the floor. Lord Menteitb 
picked it opy and returned it to the tficri- 
fied Annot»^ 

«« I take Ood to witness,** said Allan, 
^*^ that your band, young lord, and not 
mine, has again delivered to her thia ill- 
-omened ^ft. It was the mpursipsg .™5 
wwn by my mother in memorial of her 
murdered brother.** 

^ I fear no omeficfi'^ said Aimot, smiu 
H&ig«thifOtigh her tears; ^< and notim^ 
coming through the bands of my two pa^ 
timtiSy^ so she wte wont to call Lord Men« 
tdlh aiad Allan, ^< can bring: bad luck .to 
tlie poor orphan." 

JShe put the ring on: her finger, and, 
tui^mg to htr harp, sung, to a :lively'a]r, 
the following verses of one of tfae< faahaon** 
aUa'songs'of the period, whfcfa had-foand 
its way, mar^ad aa it wasiwith the quamt 
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hyperbolical taate ef King Ghi^Ies's Ume» 
from some court masque to tfie vOds ^ 
Perthshire*. 

. I '' Qaz« not apon th^ ttars^ fond fage^ 
In them no influence lies ; 

To read the fate of yeudi or agt, 

< 

Look-on mj HelenVeyee. 

4 

'* Yet, rash attrologer^ refrain. 

Too dearly would be won 
The prescience of anodiei^fl pdta. 

If pofduHMd by tlifae own**' 

<< She is right, Allao^"* said Lord Mett# 
teith ; ^< aoii this end of an old song is 
woorth all we shall gain by our attempt to 
look into futurity." 

, ^ She is wroQg^ my lord/' said AUacr^ 
sfcernlyi ♦* though you< who treat with 
lightaess the warnings I have given you^ 
may not Hve to see- the event of the qimeii. 
Laagh not so tfcot niuUyy'' he added, inters 
nif ting himaelfi ** or rather laugh on ap 
loud and as Irag as you will ; your term of 
lau^ter wiill find a pause ere. long*'! . 
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r <« I care not for your visions, Allan," 
said Lord Mefnleith ; ** however short my 
span of life, the eye of no Highland seer 
can see its termination." 

" For Heaven's sake," said Annot Lryle,. 
interrupting hira, *^ you know his nature, 
and how little he can endure" 

" Fear me not," said Allan, interrupting 
her,—" my mind is now constant and calm. 
-—But for you, young lord," said he, turn- 
ing to Lord Menteith, " my eye has sought 
you through fields of battle, where High- 
landers arid Lowlanders lay strewed as 
thick as ever the rooks sat on those an- 
cient trees," pointing to a rookery which 
was seen from the window— «• my eye 
Bought you, but your corpse was not there 
'—ray eye sought you among a train of "un* 
resisting and disarmed captives, - drawn up 
.within the bounding walls of an ancient 
aoid rugged fortress ;— flash after flash— 
{ilatoon after platocn>^«-thQ hostile shot fell 
amongst them, but you were not among 
their rank^ ;— scaffolds were prepared-^ 



A X.EOEND OF M0NTRO8B. tSS, 

lilodks were arranged, saw-dust was spread 
—the priest was ready with his' book, the 
headsman with his axe— but there, too, 
mine eye fbund you not." 

" The gibbet, then, I suppose, must be 
my doom ?" said Lord Menteith« <* I wish 
they had spared me thtf halter, wcrfc itbut 
for the dignity of the pedrage^** - 

He spoke this scornfully, yet not with* 
out a sort of curiosity, and a wish to ro- 
ceive an answer ; for the desire of prying 
into futurity frequently has sonde influence 
even M the minds of those who disavow 
«11 belief in the possibility of such predic- 
tions. 

<< Your rank, my lord« will suffer no dis* 
honour in your person, or by the manner 
of your death. Three times have Tseen a 
Highlander plant his dirk in }X)ur bosom-— 
and such will be your fate.** 

^* I wish you would describe him to me,** 
said Lo^d Menteith, <' and I shall save him 
the trouble of fulfilling your prophesy, if 
faia plaid be passable to sword or pistol.** 



*^ Xotir weapofiSy"* md AUaOt ^^ would 
avail jrou little; nor can I give you thek* 
formatiMi you desire. The face of the vi« 
rion has been ever aveited from me.*' 
. '' So be it then;' said Lord Mienteitli, 
^^ and let it rest in the uncertainty in which 
your augury has placed it I shall dine not 
the less merrily among plaids, and dirkSf 
and Jdlts to^day^" , 
:V It may Jje so," said AUan j « and, it 
nay be, you do well to «njoy these aao- 
mewtP^ which to me are poisoned by aa< 
guries of future eviL But I," he con- 
tkiuad^*^** I repeat to you, that this wea- 
pon,^ touching the hilt of the dirk which 
he; wore, *• carries your fate." 
V ^' In the meanwhile," said Ziord Men- 
t^ijtbf *^ you, Allan, have frightened the 
blood from the cheeks of Annot Lyle— 
let us leave this discourse, my friend, and 
go to' see what we both understand,*-*the 
pvcigFess of our military preparotions** 
'-, Jhey joined Angus MfAulay and his 
English sg(«c»tovaiu]^ iuitii^^ military discus? 
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sions which immediately took place» Allan 
riiewed a clearness oi mind, strength of 
judgment,* and precision of thought, totally 
inconsistent with the mystical light in which 
his diaracter has been hitherto exhibited. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Wben Annn Iwr daymcfre indignantly diswB, 
When her honneted chieftains around her shalLcnHidy 
C9an-Ranald the daontlesB, and Moray the proudi, 
All plaided and plumed in their tartan iurray-^ 

Who£T£r saw that morning the castle of 
,DarnIinvarach beheld a busy and a gallant 
sight. 

The various Chiefs, arriving with their 
different retinues, which, notwithstanding 
their numbers, formed no more than their 
usual equipage and body guard upon oc- 
casions of solemnity, saluted the lord of 
the castle and each other with overflow- 
ing kindness, or with haughty and dis- 
tant politeness, according to the circum- 
stances of friendship or hostility in which 
their clans had recently stood to each other. 
Each Chiefj however small his comparative 



importance, shewed the full disposition to 
^xact from the rest the deference due to a 
separate and independent prince; while 
the stronger and more powerful, divided 
among themselves by recent contentions 
or andie&t -feuds, were constrained in po-* 
Iky to use great deference to the feelings 
of their less powerful brethren, in order, 
in case of need, to attach as many as might 
be to their -own interest and standard. Thus 
the meeting of <^hiefs resembled not a little 
those ancient Diets of the Empire, where 
the smallest Frey-Grafi who possessed a 
easile perched upon a barren crag, with a 
lew hundred acres around it, claimed the 
state and honours of a sovereign prince, 
and a seat according to his rank among the 
-dignitaries of the empire. 

The followers of the different leaders were 
separately arranged and accommodated, as 
room and circumstances best permitted, each 
iretaining, however, his henchmauy who wait- 
ed, close as the shadow, upon his person, to 
^epnit'e whatever might be required by his 

tpatron. 
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The exterior of the castle afforded a sin- 
gular scenes The Highlanders, from dif- 
ferent islands, glens, and straths, eyed each 
other at a distance with looks of emulation, 
inquisitive curiosity, or hostile malevolence; 
but the most astounding part of the assem* 
bly, at least to a Lowland ear, was the rival 
performance of the bagpipers. These war* 
like minstrels, who had the highest opinion 
each of the superiority of his own tribe, 
joined to the most overweening idea of the 
importance connected with the profession, 
at first performed th^ir various pibrochs in 
front each of his own clan. At length, how- 
ever, as, the black-cocks towards the end of 
the season, when, in sportsman's language, 
they are said to flock, are attracted together 
by the sound of each other's triumphant 
crow, even so did the pipers, swelling their 
plaids and tartans in the same triumphant 
manner in which the birds ruffle up their* 
feathers, begin to approach each other with-, 
in such distance as might give to their bre- 
thren a sample of their skill. Walking within 
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thert distance, and eyeing each other with 
oks in which self-importaace and defiance 
ight be traced, they strutted, puffed, and 
led their screaming instruments, each play. 
5 his own favourite tune with such a din,. 
at if an Italian musician had lain buried 
ithin ten miles of them, he must have 
^en from the dead to run out of hearing. 
The chieftains meanwhile had assembled 
close conclave in the great hall of the 
stle. Among them were the persons of 
e greatest consequence in the High* 
ads, some of them attracted by z;eal for 
e royal cause, and many by aversion to 
at domination which the Marquis of Ar* 
le, since his rising to such influence in 
e state, had exercised over his High- 
id neighbours. That statesman, indeed, 
^ugh possessed of very considerable abi- 
ies, and very great power, had failings 
uch rendered him unpopular among the 
ghland chiefs. The devotion which he 
ofessed was of a morose and fanatical 
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character; his ambition iqppeared to be tiK 
satiable^ and inferior chiefs complained of 
his want of bounty and liberality. Add to 
this, that although a Highlander, and of a 
family distinguished for valour before and 
since, Gillespie Grumach, "( which was the 
personal distinction he bore in the High- 
lands, where titles of rank are unknown,) 
was suspected of being a better man in the 
cabinet than in the field. He and his tribe 
were particularly obnoxious to the McDo- 
nalds and theM^Leans, two numerous septs, 
who, though disunited by ancient fends, 
agreed in an intense dislike to the Camp- , 
bells, or, as they were called, the Ohildren 
of Diarmid^ 

For some time the assembled 'Chiefs r^| 
mained silent, until some one should ciptsi\ 
the business of the meeting. At len| 
one of the most powerful of them commi 
ced the diet by saying,—** We have beci 
summoned hither, M'^ula^^f to consult 
weighty matters concerning the Sling's 
fairs, and those of the state, and we cra^ 
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to know by whom they are to be explained 
to us ?•• 

M*Aulay, whose strength did not lie in* 
oratory, intimated his wish that Lord Men- 
teith should open the business oFthe coun- 
cil. With great naodesty, and, at the same 
time, with spirit, tliat young lord said, <* he 
wished what he was about to propose had 
come- from some person of better known, 
and more established character. Since, 
however, it lay with him to be spokesman, 
he had to state to the chiefs assembled, that 
thosewho wished to-throw off the base yoke 
whichfanaticism had endeavoured to wreath 
round their necks, }iad not a moment to 
lose. The Covenanters," he said, " after 
having twice made war upon their sove- 
reign,, and having extorted from him every 
request, reasonable or unreasonable, which 
they thought proper to exact — after their 
chiefs had been loaded with dignities and 
favours — after having publicly declared, 
when bis Majesty, after a gracious visit to 
the laad of his nativity, was upon his re- 
turn to Bnglandy that he rtturned a con- 
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tinted King from a contented people, — af- 
ter all this, and without even the pretext 
for a national grievance, the same men have, 
upon doubts and suspicions, equally disho- 
nourable to the King, and groundless in 
themselves, detached a strong army to as- 
sist his rebels in England, in a quarrel with 
which Scotland had no more to do than she 
has with the- wars in Germany, It was 
well,'* he said, " that the eagerness with 
\yhich this treasonable purpose was pur- 
sued, had blinded the junto who now usurp- 
ed the government of Scotland to the risk 
which they were about to incur. The army 
which they had dispatched to England un- 
der old Leven comprehended their veteran 
soldiers, the strength of those armies which 
had been levied in Scotland during the two 

former wars" 

Here CaplTain Dalgetty endeavoured to 
rise, for the purpose of explaining how 
many vet/eran oflScers, trained in the Ger- 
man wars, were, to his certain knowledge, 
in the army of the Earl of X^even. But 
Allan M'Aulay holding him down in the 
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seat with one hand, pressed the fore-finger 
of the other upon his own lips, and, though 
with some difficulty, prevented his inter- 
ference. Captain Dalgetty looked upon 
him with a very scornful and indignant 
air^ by which the other*s gravity was in no 
way moved, and Lord Menteith proceed- 
ed without farther interruption. 

*• The moment," he said, " was most 
favourable for all true-hearted and loyal 
Scotchmen to shew, that the reproach their 
country had lately undergone, arose from 
the selfish ambition of a few turbulent and 
seditious men, joined to the absurd fanati- 
cism which, disseminated from five hundred , 
pulpits, had spread like a land>fiood over 
the Lowlands of Scotland. He had letters 
from the Marquis of Huntly in the north, 
which he should shew to the chiefs sepa. 
xately. That nobleman, equally loyal and 
powerful, was determined to exert his.ut- 
most energy in the common cause, and the 
powerful Earl of Seaforth was prepared to 
join the same standard. From the Earl of 
Airly, and the Ogilviea in Angus-shire, he 



S96 TALES OF M¥ LANDLORD. 

had had commuDieations equally decided 7 
and there was no doubt that these, who, 
with the Hays^Lciths, Burnett, and other 
loyal gentlemen^ would be soon on horse* 
back, would form a body far more than 
sufficient to overawe the northern Co* 
venanters, who had already experienced 
their valour in the well-known rout which 
was popularly termed the Trot of Tariff. 
South of Forth and Tay,*' he said, ** the 
King had many friends, who^ oppressed by 
enforced oaths, compulsatory levies, heavy 
taxes, unjustly imposed and unequally let^ 
vied, by the tyranny of the Committee of 
Estates, and the. inquisitorial insolence of 
the Presbyterian divines, waited but die 
wavipg of the royal banner to take up arms^ 
Douglas, Traquair, Roxburgh, Hume, aU 
friendly to the royal cause, would counter- 
balance,'* he said, *' the covenanting in- 
terest in the south \ and two gentlemen, 
of name and quality, here present, from 
the north of England, would answer for 
the zeal of Cumberland, Westmoreland^ 
and Northumberland. Against so many 
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gallant gentlemen the southern Covenan- 
ters eould but arm raw levies ; the Whig- 
amores of the western shires, and the plow- 
men and mechanics of the Low^-country. 
¥ot the West Highlands, he knew no in- 
terest which the Covenanters possessed 
there, except that ef one individual, . as 
well known as^ he was odious. But was 
there a single man, who, on casting his eye 
round this hall, and recognising the power, 
the gallantry, and the dignity of the chiefs 
asisembled, could entertain a moment's doubt 
of their success against the utmost force 
which Gillespie Gfumach could collect 
against them ? He' had only farther to add, 
that considerable funds, both of money and 
ammunition, had been provided for the 
army^— (^Here Dalgetty drew himself up, 
and looked round) — that officers of ability 
and experience in the foreign wars, one of 
whom was now present, had engaged to 
train such levies as might require to be 
disciplined ;-^and that a numer4)us bodyt 

»2i 
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of auxiliary forces from Ireland » having 
been detached from the Earl of Antrim^ 
from Ulster, had successfully accomplish- 
ed their descent upon the main land, and 
with the assistance of Clanranald's people, 
baying taken and fortified the castle of 
Mingarry, in spite of Argyle's attempts 
to intercept them, were in full march to 
this place of rendezvous. It only remain- 
ed,'' he saidy '^ that the noble Chiefs as- 
sembled, laying aside every lesser consi- 
deration, should unite, heart and hand^ in 
the common cause ; send the fiery cross 
through their clans, in order to collect 
their utmost force, and form their June* 
tion with such celerity as to leave the aae- 
my no time, either for preparation, or re- 
covery from the panic which would spread 
at the first sound of their pibroch. He 
himself," he said, '< though neither among 
the richest nor the most powerful of the 
Scottish nobility, felt that he had to sup- 
port the dignity of an ancient and honour- 
able nation, and to that cause he was de« 

13 
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tbrmined^io devote both life and f(»tune« 
If those who were more- powerful were 
equally prompt, he trusted they would de- 
serve the thanks of their King, and the gra- 
titude of posterity." 

Loud applause followed this speech of 
Lord Menteith, and testified the general 
aquiescence of all present in the sentiments 
which he had expressed; but when the 
shout had died away, the assembled Chiefs 
continued to gaze upon each other as if 
something yet remained to be settled.^ Af« 
ter some whispers among themselves, an 
aged man, whom his grey hairs rendered 
respectable, although he was not of the 
highest order of Chiefs, replied to what had 
been said. 

*« 'Thane of Menteith," he said, "you 
have well spoken, nor is there one of us in 
whose bosom the same sentiments, do not 
burn like ire. But it is not strength alone 
that wins the fight; it is the bead of the 
commander as well as the arm of the sol* 
4ier^ that brings viatory. I ask of you 
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vfbo is to raise and sustain the banner 
under which we are invited to rise and. 
muster ourselves? Will it be expected that 
we should risque our- children, and the: 
flower of our kinsmen, ere we kn<^ txy 
whose guidance they are intrusted ? This 
were leading those to slaughter, whom» hy^ 
the laws of God and man^ it is our duty to 
protect. Where is the royal commission, 
under which the liegeS are to be convoca* 
ted in arms ? Simple and rude as we may 
be deemed, we know something of the esta^ 
blished rules of war. as well as of the laws 
of our country ; nor will we arm ourselyes 
against the general peace, unless by the ex- 
press commands of the King, and under a 
leader fit to command such men as are hefe 
assembled." . 

" Where would you find such a leader,'* 
said another Chief, starting up, <* saving the 
representative of the Lords of the Isles, en« 
titled by birth and hereditary descent te lead 
forth the array of every elan of the High- 
lands ; and where is that dignity lodged^ 
save in the house of Vich Alister More f^ 




\: 
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« I acknowledge^" said another Chiefs 
eagerly interrupting the speaker^ ^< the 
truth in what has been first said, but not 
the inference. If Vieh Alister More de- 
sires * be held representative of the Lords 
of the Isles, let him first shew his blood ia 
j^der than mine.'' 

** That is soon proved," said Vich Alistec 
More, laying his hand upon the basket-hilt: 
of Jiis claymore. Lord Menteith threm 
himself between them, entreating and im-^ 
ploring each to remember that the interests, 
of Scotland, the liberty of their country, and 
the cause of their King, ought to be supe* 
rior in their eyes, to any personal disputes 
respecting descent, rank, and precedence*. 
Several of the Highland Chiefs, who had 
no desire to admit the claims of either chief- 
tain, interfiled to the same purpose, and 
none with more emphasis than the celebra^ 
ted Evan Dhu. 

<< I have coniie from my lakes," he Said; 
<^ as a stream descends from the hills, not; 
tQ turn again, but to accomplish my couarse*. 
It is not by looking back to our own pre* 



tensions that we shall serve Scotland or 
King Charles. My voice ^hall be for that 
general whom the King shall name^ who 
will doubtless possess those qualities which 
are necessary to command men liSe us. 
High-bom he must be, or we shall lose our 
rank in obeying him — wise and skilful^ or 
we shall endanger the safety of our people — 
bravest among the brave, or we shall perU 
our own honour-^temperate, firm, and 
manly, to keep us united. Such is the man 
that must command us. Are you prepa- 
red. Thane of Menteith, to say where such 
a general is to be found ?" 

<* There is but one,*' said Allain M* Aulay j 
* and here,*' he said, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder of Anderson, who stood be^ 
hind Lord Menteith, << here he stands." 

The general surprise of the meeting was 
expressed by an impatient murmur ^ when 
Anderson, throwing back the cloak in 
which his face was muffled, and stepping 
ibr^ard,^poke thus ; — <* I did not long in* 
tend to be a silent spectator .of this inte- 



resting sceDe, although my hasty friend 
has obliged me to disclose myself some- 
what sooner than was my intention. Whe- 
ther I deserve the honour reposed in me by 
this parchment will best appear from what 
I shall be able to do for the King's service. 
It is a commission, under the great seal, to 
James Graham, Earl of Montrose, to com- 
mand those forces which are to be assem- 
bled for the service of his Majesty in thii 
kingdom.'* 

A loud shout of approbation burst from 
the assembly. There was, in fact, no other 
person to whom, in point of rank, these 
proud mountaineers would have been dis- 
posed to submit. His invet^ate and here* 
ditary hostility to the Marquis of Argyle 
insured his engaging in the war with suflS« 
cient energy, while his well-known military 
talents, and his tried valour, afforded every 
hope of hit bringing it to a favouraUe con* . 
elusion. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OiULplot is a good plot as erer waa laid; our ftiaida true 
and oonstant : a gpod ploty^good fiienda, .and fall oferpeetai' 
tjon: an exoeOent^loty^Tery good firienda. 

Henry IF. Part L Aci IL Se. Ill 



No sooner had the general acclaniation of 
joyful surprise subiMded, than silence was. 
eageriy demanded for reading the royal, 
commission ; and the bonnets, which hither- 
to each chief had worn, probably because 
unwilling to be the first to uncover^ were 
now at once vailed .in honour of the royal 
warrant. It was couched in the most full 
and ample- terms, autiiorising the Earl of 
Montrose to assemble the subjects in. arms,, 
tot the putting down the present rebellioDi 
which divers, traitors and. seditious per* 
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scms had levied against the King, to the ma* 
nifest. forfaulture,. as it stated, of their alle« 
giancey^and to the breach of the pacification 
between the two kingdoms. It enjoined all. 
subordinate authorities to be obedient and 
assisting to Montrose in his enterprise ; 
gave him the power of making ordinances 
and proclamations, punishing misdemean* 
ours, pardoning, criminals, placing and dis« 
placing governoc^ and commanders. In fine, 
it was as large and full a commission as any 
with wiiich a prince could entrust a subject* 
So soon as it was finished, a shout burst from 
the assembled chiefs^ in testimony of their 
willing submission to the will of their Sove- 
reign, Not contented with generally thank? 
ing them for a reception so favourable, 
Montrose hastened to address himself to 
individuals* The most important chiefa 
had already been long personally known to 
him, but even to those of inferior conse? 
quence he now introduced himself, and by 
the acquaintance he displayed with theic 
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peculiardei^gnations, and thecircumstances 
and history of their clans^ he shewed how 
long he must have studied the character 
of the mountaineers, and so prepared him- 
self for such a situation as he now held. 

While he was engaged in these acts of 
courtesy, his graceful manner, expressive 
features, and dignity of deportment, made 
a singular contrast with the coarseness and 
meanness of his dress. Montrose possess- 
ed that sort of form and face, in which the 
beholder, at the first glance, sees nothing 
extraordinary, but of which the interest be- 
comes more impressive the longer we gaze 
upon them. His stature was very little 
above the middle size, but in person he was 
uncommonly well built, and capable both 
of exerting great force, and enduring much 
fatigue. In fact, he enjoyed a constitution 
of iron, without which he could not have 
sustained the hardships of his extraordinary 
Campaigns, through all of which he subject- 
cd himself to the hardships of the meanest 
soldier. He was perfect in all exercisesj 
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whether peaceful or martial, atid possessed^ 
of course, that graceful ease of deportment 
proper to those tawhom habit has rendered 
all postures easy. His long brown hair, ac- 
cording to the custom of men of quality 
among the Royalists, was parted on the top 
of his head, and trained to hang down on 
each side in curled locks, one of which, de- 
scending two or three iiiches lower than the 
others, intimated Montrose's compliance 
with that fashion against which it pleased 
Mr Prynne, the puritan, to write a trea- 
tise, entitled, •* The Unloveliness of Love- 
locks." 

The features which these tresses inclosed, 
were of that kind which derive their inte- 
rest from the character of the man, rather 
than from the regularity of their form. But 
a high nose, a full, decided, well-opened, 
quick grey eye, and a sanguine complexion, 
made amends for some coarseness and irre- 
gularity in the subordinate parts of the face; 
60 that, in general, Montrose might be term- 
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ed rather a handsome, than a faard-featiK- 
red man. Bat those who saw him when his 
soul looked through those eyes with all the 
energy and fire of genius — those who heard 
bim speak \^ith the authority of talent, and 
the eloquence of nature, were impressed 
with an opinion even of his external form, 
more enthusiastically favourable than the 
portraits which still survive would entitle 
vts to ascribe to them. Such, at least, was 
the impression he made upon the assembled 
Chiefe of the mountaineers, over whom, as 
upon all persons in their state of society, 
personal appearance has no small influence. 
In the discussions which followed his dis- 
covering himself, Montrose explained the 
various ri^ks which he had run id his pre^ 
sent undertaking. His first attempt had 
been to assemble a body of loyalists in the 
north of England, who, in obedience to the 
orders of the Marquis of Newcastle, he ex- 
pected would have marched into Scotland ;: 
t^ut the disinclination of the English to 
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^ross the B(n*der»-^the deUy of tlie Earl of 
Antrim, who was to have landed in the 
Solway Firth with his Irish army, prevent- 
ed his executing this design ; and other 
plans having in like manner &i}ed, he sta- 
ted that he found himself under the neces- - 
aity of assuming a disguise through the 
Lowlands, in which he had been kindly as- 
sisted by his kinsman of Meilteith, By what 
means Allan M^Aulay had come to know 
him, he could not pretend to explain. 
Those who knew Allan's prophetic preten- 
sions, smiled mysteriously; but he himself 
only replied, that *< the Earl of Montrose 
need not be surprised if he was known to 
thousands, of whom he himself could re- 
tain no memory." 

" By the honour of acavalier," said Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, finding at length an oppor- 
tunity to thrust in his word, ** 1 am proud 
and happy in having an opportunity .of 
lirawing a sword under your lord^ip's com- 
wasLndi and I do forgive all grudge, mal« 



310 TALM or XT LANDLORD^ 

content) and malice of my heart, to Mr Al- 
lan M^Aulay, for having thrust me down 
to the lowest seat of the board yestreen* 
Certes, he hath this day spoken so like a 
man having full command of his senses, 
that I had resolved that he was no way en- 
titled to claim the privilege of insanity. 
But since I was only postponed to a no- 
ble earl, -my future commander-in-chief, 
I do, before you all, recognise the justice 
of the preference, and heartily salute Allan 
as one who is to be his hon-camarado.'' 

Having made this speech, which was 
little understood or atterided to, without 
putting off his military glove, he seized on 
Allan's hand, and began to shake it with 
violence, which Allan, with a gripe like a 
smith's vice, returned with such force, as 
to drive the iron splents of the gauntlet 
into the hand of the wearer. 

Captain Dalgetty might have construed 
this into a new affront, had not his atten- 
tion, as he stood blowing and 'shaking his 
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hand, been suddenly called by Montrose 
himself. 

" Hear this news," he said, " Captaia 
Dalgetty — I should say, Major Dalgetty,— 
the Irish, who are to profit by your mili- 
tary experience, are now within a few 
leagues of us/' ^ 

" Our deer-stalkers,'' said Angus M*Au- 
lay, " who were abroad to bring in venison 
for this honourable party, have heard of a 
band of strangers, who speak neither Saxon 
nor pure Gaelic, and can with difficulty 
make themselves be understood by the 
people of the country, who are marching 
this way in arms^ under the leading, it is 
said, of Alaster McDonald, who is common- 
ly caPed Young Colkitto." 

<* These must be our men," said Mon-> 
trose ; " we must hasten to send messen^ 
gers forward, both to act as guides and to 
relieve their wants," 

« The last," said Angus M« Aulay, *< will 
be no easy matter; for I am informed. 
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that, excepting muskets and a v^ littte 
ammunition, they want every thing that 
soldiers should have; and they are parti- 
<rularly deficient in money, in shoes, and in 
Miment." 

" There is at least no use in saying so," 
said Montrose, " in so loud a tone. The 
puritan weavers of Glasgow shall provide 
thetn plenty of broad-cloth when we make 
a descent from the Highlands ; and iif the 
ministers could preach the old women of 
the Scottish boroughs out of their webs of 
napery, to make tents to the fellows on 
Dunse Law, I will try whether I have not 
a little interest both to make theae godly 
d<ames renew their patriotic gift, and the 
prick- eared knaves, their husbands, open 
their purses." 

^* And, respecting arms,*' said Captain 
Dalgetty, *« if your lordship will permit an 
old cavalier to speak Kis mind, so that the 
one-third have muskets, my darling weapon 
would be the pike for tbe remamder, wbe^ 
ther for resisting a charge of horse, or for 
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l)rj$»I(ii)g the infantry. A ocmniov %mith 

wiU make a bundred pike-heads ixk a day ; 

h$fe is pleQty of i|9QQd for shafts ; and I 

v^l upholds that, according to* the best 

usages ,oi w^r% * strong battaUon of pikos, 

4ir%w4i up in the fashion of the Lion of the 

K9rthf thei iannprtal Gu^avus^ would beat 

the Mao^donian phalanx, of whiah I used 

tq Keftd in the Mareschal College* when I 

studied in the ancient town of Bon^accord ; 

^n4 iUrth^rt I will venture to predicate*^ — 

TThe Captain's iepture updo tactics wa* 

here suddenly interrupted by Allan M*Au* 

lay> who said* hastily,— *< Eoopi fior an wi- 

expected and unwelcome guest.** 

. . At tbfi J^jnp^ mowent, the door of the 

hfU ^pi^ae^^ asd a grey-haired man^. of a^ 

very stately appearance, presented himself 

tft the HJ^embly^ There waa «auch dignity, 

4Qd fivm ^fik^mtjy m his fnto^er^ I^ 

l^ter§ JH9^ abqv^ the qiwiqiQti si«e, anil 

\» l$A|i;fL .94(^^1 were: pa@d to comimiQifd^ 
#9 fiftl)^. ». a«K«r^. and 9im99t alerrt glance 
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upon the assembly of chiefs. Thosfe c^ihe 
higher rank among them returned it with 
scornful indifference } but some of the west- 
ern gentlemen, of inferior power, looked as 
if they wished therbselvek elsewhere. •« To 
which of this assembly," said the i^raiigery 
<* am I to address myself »s leader ; or 
have you not fixed upon the person who is 
to hold an office at least as perilous as it is 
honourable?" 

* <^ Address yourself to me, Sir Duncan 
Campbell," said Montrose, stepping for- 
ward. 

*< To you !" said Sir Duncan Cainpbelly 
with some scorn. 

« Yes,— -to me," repeated Mootro9e»*— 
^ to the Earl of Montrose, if you have for- 
got him." 

^ I should now, at least," said Sir Don- 
can Campbell, ** have had some difficulty 
in recognising him in the disgtnse of a 
gfooffit^i— And yet I might have guessed that 
no evil influence inferior to yout lordship'8» 
distinguished as one who troublci land, 
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could faaVe collected together this rash as- 
sembly of misguided persoBS."* 

*^ I will ansiwer unto youy** said Moa» 
trose, <* in the manner of your own Puri* 
tans* I have not troubled Israd, but thou 
and thy father's house. But let us leave an 
altercation^ which is of little consequence 
but to ourselves, and hear the tidings you 
have brought ftom your chief of Argyle; 
for I must conclude that it is in his name 
that you have come to this meeting." 
\ ^ It is in the name of the Marquis of 
Argyle/' said Sir Doncan Campbell,-i»^< in 
the name of the Scottish Parliamrat^ that I 
demand to know the meaning of this singilk 
lar convocation. If it is designed to disturb 
the peace of the country, it were but acting 
Vke neighbours, and men (rf^ honour, to 
give us some intimation to stand upon our 
giMurd;'* 

<^ It is a singular, and new state. of af- 
fairs in Scotland ,'V said Montrose, turning 
from Sir Duncan Campbell to the assem- 



lily^f ^( ^lAM'SooiliA neo «jf rankaBdfiu 
^ouly^caiUHit mMt m t^e hoiiap itf a conuaoa 
i3n9Bd V]tlioi\t ai| ioquisitocial visit and de- 
4MAdp 4>o tbe /p»tof 4iuri mlerat to |cbov 
Ihg ifiiitvepl »£ ^m ccmferwMre^ Methiaks 
4Hif MMmfcam «cre/a0ciisk»Md tp hoki 
fiPil^llfBd l»tf«tHig^wQ£ cA^f, purposes ol 
4li^tiD0» mthcaiiaakiog il}e leave eithet of 
|ttf gcMt M^aUum More hin^juBift or oc 
«ig$ lof lui ftiaissaites <h& dfipaidai^*' 

^< n^ tsmea kava bean uioh in Scot- 
fnn^'Tviiuafesed ooe jof the Weatem Chiefs 
^Afid i|tt^ ^^ wijyi agam l)ie» vlieq ti^ia^ 
1ni£(|l^«iiiiM»r a«^ again 

fl^ficed la b^ lajsda of Loclifiw, inatead 
^ Qv^cspjraiidtiig lU tike a band of devouc 
injt loGusts*^ 

^< AvL I.tQ understand, tbeo,^ said Sii 
DttPiMq* *f that it ia against «ty name akms 
that these preparations are directed Pjoraif 
W^QR!}Fvt0.k^ ivffeiers in cfomon with the 
pihMfill mA 'Qiderlgr' inh^bitanta off Seo*- 
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Xnight of Ardetivohr, ere he proeeeclH {iMf^ 

^tf in hti daritig ^«ttitihi!^.^ll«8 h^ 

that h« v«t)euits io iiltirifaci athoKg iiii ^ 

tiw pafposes Of insult ?* 

•» G^iitl«««h," sliid Mbtttfos«fi •« let «W 

implore ^ouir {jaticineie ; a ihess«iigA Wd- 

comes fttn(on|t U» fbr the ^ia^mi of i'm. 

I^assy, is (Entitled to fr^edofe of speedh/and: 
'a safls conduct. And since Sif Dinl^il' 

CamptiiU i» sol [irgs^h^i £ cSit'iidt if 1 ifi^ 
; fohh htm, for his giirdtoce^thatheisH^^^ 

assembly of the King*^ IbyiX sut^eetii^ coh<^ 

voked by me, in his Mtyestj^'S name afld ftCi<^ 

thoi'itjr, and as empo^K^red. by hiS MajeStya 

royal cobmissidn.** 
"We are to have, then, 1 preSdhie," «d<£ 

Sir Duncan Cami)bell, <* a civil ^\e In' all. 

its forms? I haVe been too long a sbllf^^r 
. to view Its approach S^'^th anxiety j but lit 

would have been for my Lord.cf Mont^tiiteV- 



1 
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lionour^ ify in tlus matter, he Md coBsulted 
his oym ambition less^ aqd the peabe of the 
country more/' 

. ** Those consulted their own ainbitira 
and self-interest. Sir Dunpan^ ' answered 
Montrose, ^< who brought the country to 
the pass in which it now stands, and r^- 
dered necessary the sharp remedies which 
we are now reluctantly about to use*" 

<* And what rank among these seIf*aQ^« 
erS)** said Sir Duncan Campbell, ^' shall we 
assign to a noble £arl» so violently attached 
to the Covenant, that he was the firsts in 
1639, . to jcross the Tweed, wading middle 
deep at the head oi his regiment,, to charge 
the royal forces ? It was the same, I thinks 
who imposefl the Covenant upon the b(|f- 
gesses and Colleges of Aberdeen^ at the 
point of sword and pike.** 

<< I understand your taunt, Sir Duncan/' 
fl^d Montrose, temperately ; ^^ and I can 
oply add» that if sincere repentance can 
pake amends for youthful erroTt and for 



A LEGEND Of MONTROSE. "^^9 

/yielding to the artful representation of and* 
bitious hypocrites, I shall be pardoned for 
the crimes witih which you taunt' me. I 
am here, with my sword in my hand, will- 
ing to spend the best blood of my body to 
^make amends for my error, and mortal man 
€kn do no more.'* 

, ** Well, my lord,** said Sir Duncan, " I 
riiall be sorry to carry back this language 
to the Marquis of Argyle. I had it in far- 
ther charge from the Marquis, that, to pre- 
Tent the bloody feuds which must neces-. 
sarily follow • a Highland war, his lordship 
tidll be coatented if terms of truce could Ue 
arranged to the north of the Highland line, 
as there is ground enough ior Scotland to 
light upon Without neighbours destroying 
each other's families and inheritances." 

^Mt is a peaceful proposal," said Mon- 
trose, smiling, ^* such as it should be, co^ 
xmng from one whose actions have always 
been more peaceful than his measures. Yet, 
if the terms of such a truce could be equally 
fixedt and if we can obtain 8ecurtty,--<-for 



^our M4rqms wSl dbserve theoe terms widi 
strict fiddity^ I^ ftnr iKy part, should fet 
content t6 leave peace behind Wi nncfe we 
muit tfeeds eafrylvar before il«< But, Sk 
Dunean, yon are too old ai)d experieiiced 
a soldier for us to permit you to remain in 
our leaguer, and witness oUr fnrotedtf iftgs ; 
we shall, therefor^, when you have rfefresh- 
^d yoursdf, recothmeftd yeiif . s{l€edy re- 
turn to Ii^verary, kbi we i^aH sen'd wiSh 
you a gentledfiati on our paH^ to a^nst the 
terms df the Highland drmfsttcei ifa rasi^ tke 
Marqnis shall be found ierioUs in pToptoAiif 
such a mea&ure.'* Sir Dufitan ' CampbeM 
assented by a b6w» i 

•< My Loi^ 6f MelnteitlH^ cotttiMicd 
Montrose, ** will you have the gMdne^a t» 
attend Sir Doncan Cam|]{bell^ erf Arden- 
vohr, while we daterinine* who sbaU return 
with hiffl t6 \m Cbief# M^Aulay will per- 
,iait us to request, that! lie be entertained 
\with suitable h^spitaliky.*' . ^ . * 

^* I will give cH'dera for iliaV' ^said eMutH 



Shiart, mi\g mS coming' ifeewrifd: «"* I 
love Sir Duncan Catftpbdl! i wte hfaVe -kteefit 
joint sufferers in former days, and I do frdi 
fptget a tt^ii,"^: . ^. •• 

« My Lord of AfeftteitV Said !» BMH* 
can C^mpbelli <'I am gtterefd to see you, 
ai your earty age, drygaged ih siteh despe^» 
rate aftd rebelHoiB-etmrse^/' 

•« 1 airi youiig,** Hfft weFCd MenteMh, 
'"^yet old enough to dfetlftguisi* brtwefen 
fight attd wrong, betweeft loyalty ^nd' re- 
beliion ; and the Softer a good coursfe^ is 
begat! j the longeJf and tTitf better h^<? I a^ 
ch*nce of running if ' '' 

"'And you. too, my friend, AUaii M^Aus 
ley," said Sir Duncan, taking hishandj *^must 
^e also call each othir enettritesi that have 
been so 6ftfen allied against'^ dotbiMiL f6if* 
Then turning round to the iWeeting,^he 
said, "Fdrewefl^ gentlemen j -there^ a#e'^ > 
teany of you to whom IViiih Well, thit jrctor 
Rejection of dl tcf^nis of m^iatfbn giVes lan 
deep, affiictrou. Miiy fieaviet},'! h6 sild>, 

. 0.»j|.. '/»»'• .V 
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IpokiBg iipwMdi, ^ judge tetwiCB^iiMMi' 
1iveq» attd those of the moten of this civil 
oommotton T 

M Amen;' atid MontlMe } *" to that tri- 
hiMia) we all suboMt ub/^ 

Sir Doncaii CampbeU left the haU» accoo- 
Jellied by Allan M^Auley aad hovd Men* 
teith. « There goes a true-bred CampbeU," 
aaid Mo » ti O ot» as tl^e envoy departed, «^or 
ibey are ever fair and £ilw.'' ^ 

^ Ij^udon BM, ny lord,** said ^vaa Dhu ; 
^ b»editiry enemy as I am to their naiD«» 
I have ever found the Knight of Ardea- 
vobr brave in war, honest i^n peace, aa4 
true in coumciL** 

«< Of his own di^ositioo,'' said Montrose, 
^ such be is undoubtedly i but he now aets 
as the organ or tnonth-piece of his chiefi 
the Maryns, tte falsest man that overdrew 
breath. And, M^Aulay,*" he ocmtinued, 
m a whisper to his host, <* lest he should 
make some impresrion upon the inezpe- 
rseoceef Menteith, or the Migular diqposi- 
tkm of your brotherp you had betttt seed 



ttiaic iato tlifHr dumber, to prevrat' his 
iav^ling them mto any private omA' 
lence." 

^ The devil e musicmn Iwve I*" aaswer^ 
ed M^Aulay, << exceplii^ the piper^ who 
iias oearty broke his wittd by «n ambitus 
cententioD for superioritf with ^ree of his 
own enft ; bot I em smui Aniiot Lyle sad 
her harpw'' And he left the apartment to 
give orders accordingly; ^ 

M eanwhflea warm discusnon took phice^ 
who should uiulertake the perikMis task of 
tetofBing whh Sir Dancaa U^ Inveraiy. 
To the higher dignitariesy accustomed ^to 
consider themselves upon an equality evm 
with MCattum More^ tihis was m office not 
t^ be proposed ; unto o^eis who could not 
pkad the same exoise, it was altogether 
macceptaUe. One would have thought 
Isverary had been the Valley cfthe Shadow 
of Deatfi,. the ini^or chiefs. shewed sueh 
tehictance ta» af^seach it After a coaai^ 
deraUe faeskatioB) the plain reason was at 
feng& tpc^cen out» namely, that whatever 
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d»HMtef«l. td:MH}|iiIuM'^fM6^ her«i^^ 
sure to treasure the oSence in his rtmen* 
bmiiee^ sctiA Mielday^iOrratfitilvto wetiL€ him 

in tUw ditemnta^ MmAiBfkmt "ffkh^^maidmt* 
ed tiiepiopodlfd.* anmsHGe « « hiepe stuasfau 
gMR on thcr p|u*t of Ag^fh^kUb^m^.be 
hk& not •\mitiH4d /Mbntly till. re|a9tr:dt ki 
presence of those jr hofil itt;OM0oliaed' 4Ni 
xasauAjf 'ceddk«dta impose^ tbakltegeFJitid 

oeilbtr dan' nur . eflK^e ift (Bm^ Hig^dnfdt 
n^ofi wbioh the imdh df Ai-gyle 4rDttM 
urask^ itiaelf. ^ . • : .■ -/i' - :- 

» 'Biit I 1m^ ar ]tt<^ tilAii^^ 
fgt^fy blankly ;f ^ md tvifiife tf ii6' clmseflf to 
mir^nge himself uppti : tiftat ?* I haf&i JctMm 
tease whtrei.niiion0UMblf amdsdtteloDlat 
btsiii b^B^ed . its' a ^pf : be&NrfeF wiw^c:*r)i«» 
t&ar didthe Romiatffi iisi^atnba8it4ciit lAbdb 
laoreTOefoifuUy aft thiiita^^ «# @^piia^ijft|ii 
tboD^ I read £hiil ibey. odljr tsttt totMhtsit 
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h^Ml$' dttd liostoH pm Mt tittif eyeft^,- and 
j?irtfercd IheA to- depart kt'fNjwie*." • 
- <• By my h(mour, CaptJiin Dalgetiy^*' ssiiA 
Montrose, '^MshouMtbe M4ft]ais^ cantrmj^ 
to thb Tv]t9 of wiir, ditte tci ]^aof)se aiy* 
^ibtity sfgaitV^t yaii^ ycftt' Aii^j da^i€fiid<i|pM^ 
my taking' iadh ^ignA tetigefadctf tbat aM 
Scmlaftd shall' riflg of it/' 

^ That will do but little f*r Dalgetty,^ ft- 
turned the CaptaM ) ^< but Owfagk^ ! adtbs 
Spamai^ 9ays. * With the Land of Pranlise 
fcilLiti vlew^, the Moorof I>?uwlbiradc«t^ 
9mia pauper a regna^ 2^ ¥^ 6atd at Mate^cbal 
College, I will not rifese yoiif excelleficy*« 
commission, being eoaaci^as it beMtne§«» 
cataiier of honoijr to <(A}tf his comal4ttdei^# 
Ofders, in defiance both of gibbet iiMl 
^wotd." 

' « Galla»tly fesolved,** said MoAtroM; 
•« lindif yod-WiM c6diff a{)an With ine I irftl 
ftrrnish you with fhe eondMonii to 6e laid 
bcfbrc M^alltita'll#re-, upon which wear^ 
wMittg to j^mnt Mm'a trace ^ his Higft* 
land dominions." 
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Wttb thMe we seeil not kroohto^rimuc 
tMders. Hmjt wert fl^ aa evasive Delw^ 
^akulaied to meet a pioposal which Moo- 
Irose conflideied to luiipe been made Qvif 
hf the purpose oi gaioifig time« When he 
had put Ci^ptain Dalgetty in complete poa- 
iession of his tnstruclionsb and when th4 
worthy, making hiA miUtaiy obeisance, was 
Mar the door ai his apvtmentt Montarose 
made him a s^ to retqrn. 

*• I presunei^ said ^ ** I need not re* 
mind* an ctfloer who has served under the 
Great Gustavus, that a little aswe ia requ^ 
aed of a person smt with a flag of truce 
Ihan fliere disehacge of his inatractiQasi 
and that hie general will expect from him 
tn his return ^pme account of the state of 
the enemies affiiirs^ as far as they come 
under hia observatioiii^ I^^bovt, Qaptaia 
I^gctty, you must be tmpeu cjp^veoy^m^* 

^ Abs ha ! your IplxoeUeii^yV' said the 
Captain^ twisting his hard features into an 
i n imit a h l f eapreawo^tCif cuonii^ «nd intel- 
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]igeiiee> ** if they do not put my head in a 
poke, which I have known practised upon 
honourable soldados who have been sua- 
pected to come upon such errands as the 
present* your Excellency may rely on a pre- 
eeese narration of whatever Pugakl DaL 
getty shall hear or see, were it even how 
many turns of tune there are in M'Callum 
More's pibroch, or how many ohecks in 
the sett of his plaid and trews." 

^ Enough/' answered Montrose} '* fare- 
well, Captain Dalgetty, and as they say that 
H lady's mind is always expressed in her 
postsciiptf 80 I would have yon think that 
the most important part of your commisnon 
lies in what I have last said to you." 

Paiget^y once more grinned intdligeDce» 
«id withdrew to victual his chaiiger and 
faimfiel^ for the fatigues of hia approach- 
ing mission. 

At the door of the stable, for Gustavua 
always claimed his first care,, he met Angus 

M^Aulay and Sir JklBlea Mua^ave* who 

a 
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bad been looking ^t hii hbfse ; and, 
praising his points and carriage, both unli 
ted in strdngly dissuading the Captain froth 
taking an animal of such value with biA». 
upon his present very fadgutng journey. 

Angus painted in 'the mpst alaraiing 
colours, the roads, or rather wild tracts^ b/ 
Irhich it Would be necessary for him to tra- 
wl into Argyleshire, and the wretched huts 
or bathies where he would bo condemned ta» 
pass the night, atnd where no forage could 
be procured for his horse, unless he could 
eat the stumps of old heathen In short, he 
pronounced it absolutely impossible that^ 
after undertaking such a pilgrimage, the 
animal could be in any case for military ser-* 
vice. Tlie Englishman strongly confirm*- 
ed all that Angus had said, and gave him« 
self body and soul to titt devil, if he thought 
it was not an act little short of absolute 

r 

ttiurder to carry a horse worth a farthiBg.. 
it) to s^uch a waste and inhospitable desart; 
Captain Dalgetty, for an instant looked 



. k U0B1IO t>W KOKTftOSfi. til 

SWA&iy^ 6rst Bt 6ne bf ihe gentlemen md 
Dest attHeokbfer^ and ^en asked them^ at 
If JA a 8tate ctf indiidsbiii what they would 
«ilviM him td ddiHth Suttavai und«r nicb 
otffDmilaieMi 

«< By the hand of my Mhttf iny dtar 
fH«»di'' aoiwerdd M^Aaldy, <« if jou leave 
the beaitm my kMpkig^ ydn may rely on 
hta beiitg ft& and wnrted according to hit 
wtxrih and qiiaiity, and thdt upon yonr 
ba|i^ ntMttki you will find hita abateek aa 
an. onion bmlod in bnttec»'' 

«'.Or»'' aaid Sir Mike Mukgrave, "> if 
thia ^<)rtby civalier ohusea to part with hia 
chlargef tot a reasonable 8clm» I baVe soma 
part 6f the afiLver basKfilbstieks stIU dancmg 
tkt heya in my pume^ wtUoh I shall be very 
witting fid transfer to his;*' 

^< In briej( mine hofioun^le fnendSj,'* 
aaeid Ciiptaita Dalgetty^ again eyeing theol 
h6th with an Air 6f bomSe penetration^ ^* I 
find it would not be altogether tinaccept- 
sible tjD eithj^r of yO|i to have wm% token to 
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temember the old soldier by» is caaeit'sBlll 
please M*CaUam More to hang him' up A 
the gate of his own castle. And docrtitfess 
it would be no small satisfaction to me, it 
such an event* that a noble and hoynl cava- 
iralier like Sir Miles Masgmve* or a worthy 
and hospitable chieftain like our exceHdA 
landlord, should act as mj executdr.^ ' 

Both hastened to protest that they had 

no such object^ and insisted again upon the 

impaasatde oharaotier of the Highland paths. 

Angus M^Aulay mumbled over a number 

cf hard Gaelic names^ descriptive oF the dif* 

icult passes, precipices, corries, and beals^ 

trough which he said the road lay to In-> 

yerary, when old Donald^ who bad* now 

entnwd, sanctioned his mastei^ account of 

these difficulties,' by holding up his hsokds^ 

and elevating his- eyes, and shaking "his 

head at every gdttural whidi M^Aulay pnK 

nounced. But idl this did not move tiie ixk^ 

flexible Captain. 

** My worthy friends," 9aid he, ^ Gusta^ 



V|ii is not new to the dangers of travellingi 
and the mountains of Bohemia, (no dispa* 
ragement' to the beals and corries Mr An* 
gus is pleased to mention, and 'of which 
Sir Miles, who never saw them, confirms 
the horrors,) these mountains may compete 
with the vilest roads in Europe. In ftct, 
my hone hath a most excellent and socifll 
quality, for although he cwnot pledge me 
in a^y cup, yet we share our loaf between 
ilSp and it will be hard if be suffers fiunine 
where cakes or bannocks are to bt found* 
And, to cut this matter short, I beseech 
you, my good friends, to observe the state 
of Sir Duncaii Campbell's palfrey, which 
stands in that stall before us, fat and fair ] 
IKid, in retncn for your anxiety on my ac** 
county I give you my honest asseveration^ 
that while we travel the same road, both 
that palfrey and his rider; shall lack food 
)i0fore either Giistavus or I.'' 

Having said this, he filled a large mea* 
sure with c^m, and walked up with it to 
his charger, who, by his low whinnying 



Beighi htfl pricked ears, and his pawipgi 
shewed bow close (be alUahce was betwixt 
him afld hk rider. Nol* did he taiM his corn 
until he htd returned hii ffiftiter'i cMreuei 
by Ucking his hands and fae^. Aitti tUi 
interchange of greetings the st^ed began to 
hii provender with an eager dispatch, which 
ihewed old military habits } and the muteri 
ifler looking on the animal fiith great oom* 
pltoenoy fof about five minntesi saidi-^ 
«* Much good may it do yodr honest hei^t, 
QuitAvui ;-^nbw must fgb and lay in pro- 
yant myself for the eampaigt!.'' 

He then departed, having first saluted 
the Englishman and Angus M^Aulay, who 
remained looking at each other for some 
time in silencOp and then burst mit into a 
fit of laughter/ 

«< That fellow,'' said Sir Miles Musgreve, 
^* is fwmed to go through the world.** 

•* I shall think so too^*' said M'AuItyt 
«< if he can slip through M'6aihim Mode's 
fingers as easily jis^ be fe»s«deps 4l»l»agh 
ours."* 
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« Do you think,** said the Englishmtn, 

** that the Marquis will not respect, in Cap- 

« 

tain Dalgetty's person, the laws of civilised 
war ?~ 

^ No more than I would respect a Low*, 
land proclamation," said Angus M'Aulajr. 
^ But come along, it is time I were returo« 
ing to my guests.** 
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